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Topic 1

Security Operations: This final section measures skills of a Security Operations Analyst and covers key
characteristics and practices of threat hunting and incident response processes. It explains functions and
benefits of security information and event management (SIEM) platforms, security orchestration,
automation, and response (SOAR) tools, and attack surface management (ASM) platforms. It also
highlights the functionalities of Cortex solutions, including XSOAR, Xpanse, and XSIAM, and describes
services offered by Palo Alto Networks’ Unit 42.

Topic 2

Cybersecurity:This section of the exam measures skills of a Cybersecurity Practitioner and covers
fundamental concepts of cybersecurity, including the components of the authentication, authorization, and
accounting (AAA) framework, attacker techniques as defined by the MITRE ATT&CK framework, and
key principles of Zero Trust such as continuous monitoring and least privilege access. It also addresses
understanding advanced persistent threats (APT) and common security technologies like identity and
access management (IAM), multi-factor authentication (MFA), mobile device and application
management, and email security.

Topic 3

Endpoint Security: This domain is aimed at an Endpoint Security Analyst and covers identifying indicators
of compromise (IOCs) and understanding the limits of signature-based anti-malware. It includes concepts
like User and Entity Behavior Analytics (UEBA), endpoint detection and response (EDR), and extended
detection and response (XDR). It also describes behavioral threat prevention and endpoint security
technologies such as host-based firewalls, intrusion prevention systems, device control, application control,
disk encryption, patch management, and features of Cortex XDR.

Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner Sample Questions
(Q153-Q158):
NEW QUESTION # 153 
At which layer of the OSI model are routing protocols defined?

A. Data Link
B. Physical
C. Network
D. Transport

Answer: C

Explanation:
Routing protocols are defined at the network layer (Layer 3) of the OSI model. The network layer is responsible for routing packets
across different networks using logical addresses (IP addresses). Routing protocols are used to exchange routing information
between routers and to determine the best path for data delivery. Some examples of routing protocols are BGP, OSPF, RIP, and
EIGRP. Palo Alto Networks devices support advanced routing features using the Advanced Routing Engine1. References:
Advanced Routing - Palo Alto Networks | TechDocs, What Is Layer 7? - Palo Alto Networks, How to Configure Routing
Information Protocol (RIP)

NEW QUESTION # 154 
What are two limitations of signature-based anti-malware software? (Choose two.)

A. It only uses packet header information.
B. It requires samples lo be buffered
C. It uses a static file for comparing potential threats.
D. It is unable to detect polymorphic malware.

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
Signature-based systems struggle with polymorphic or obfuscated malware, which changes its code to avoid detection. Signature-
based detection relies on static databases of known threat signatures, limiting its ability to identify new or unknown threats.



NEW QUESTION # 155 
What type of DNS record maps an IPV6 address to a domain or subdomain to another hostname?

A. SOA
B. AAAA
C. MX
D. NS

Answer: B

Explanation:
An AAAA record is a type of DNS record that maps a domain name or a subdomain to an IPv6 address. IPv6 is the latest version
of the Internet Protocol (IP) that uses 128-bit addresses to identify devices on the internet.
An AAAA record is similar to an A record, which maps a domain name or a subdomain to an IPv4 address, but with a different
format and length. An example of an AAAA record is:
example-website.com. IN AAAA 2001:db8::1234
In the example above, the record is made up of the following elements:
* example-website.com.: The domain name or the subdomain that is mapped to an IPv6 address.
* IN: The class of the record, which indicates that it is on the internet.
* AAAA: The type of the record, which indicates that it is an IPv6 address record.
* 2001:db8::1234: The IPv6 address that is mapped to the domain name or the subdomain. The address is written in hexadecimal
notation, with colons separating each 16-bit segment. Double colons (::) can be used to compress consecutive zero segments.
Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Entry-level Technician (PCCET) - Palo Alto Networks DNS AAAA record |
Cloudflare What's an AAAA record? - DNSimple Help List of DNS record types - Wikipedia

NEW QUESTION # 156 
What are two common lifecycle stages for an advanced persistent threat (APT) that is infiltrating a network?
(Choose two.)

A. Privilege escalation
B. Deletion of critical data
C. Lateral movement
D. Communication with covert channels

Answer: A,C

Explanation:
Lateral movement is a key stage where the attacker moves across the network to find valuable targets.
Privilege escalation involves gaining higher access rights to expand control within the compromised environment.
Communication with covert channels is a tactic used during persistence or exfiltration, while deletion of critical data is not a standard
APT lifecycle stage - it's more characteristic of destructive attacks.

NEW QUESTION # 157 
Which two services does a managed detection and response (MDR) solution provide? (Choose two.)

A. Periodic firewall updates
B. Improved application development
C. Incident impact analysis
D. Proactive threat hunting

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
Managed Detection and Response (MDR) services combine incident impact analysis and proactive threat hunting to enhance
organizational security posture. Incident impact analysis assesses the severity, scope, and potential damage of identified threats,
helping prioritize responses. Proactive threat hunting involves skilled analysts searching for hidden threats that automated detection
may miss, leveraging threat intelligence and behavioral analytics. Palo Alto Networks' MDR integrates Cortex XDR and human
expertise to detect, investigate, and remediate sophisticated threats early. Unlike routine firewall updates or development processes,



MDR is focused on active threat discovery and comprehensive incident management.

NEW QUESTION # 158
......
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