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A Security Operations Center (SOC) using Cortex XSIAM is investigating a novel, zero-day attack targeting their critical financial
applications. The attack involves sophisticated evasion techniques and targets a custom-built ledger system. The SOC team needs to
rapidly develop detection and response capabilities for this specific threat without waiting for an official content pack update from
Palo Alto Networks. Which of the following approaches best leverages XSIAM's content pack capabilities for this immediate,
custom threat response?

A. The SOC team should disable all existing content packs to prevent conflicts, then manually configure individual alert rules
for each IOC observed during the attack.
B. The SOC team should create a new, private Content Pack within their XSIAM instance, defining custom rules, playbooks,
and dashboards tailored to the zero-day attack. This content pack can then be deployed and managed independently.
C. The SOC team should wait for Palo Alto Networks to release an official content pack update that specifically addresses
this zero-day attack, as modifying XSIAM's core components is unsupported and risky.
D. The SOC team should directly modify the core XSIAM detection engine's configuration files to integrate new indicators of
compromise (IOCs) and behavioral analytics, then manually push these changes to all connected sensors.
E. The SOC team should export all relevant security logs to an external SIEM for analysis and rule creation, as XSIAM's
content packs are designed only for pre- defined, public threats.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Cortex XSIAM's content pack functionality is highly extensible. For novel, custom threats, the most effective approach is to create a
new, private content pack. This allows the SOC team to define custom rules, playbooks, dashboards, and models specific to the
zero-day attack without modifying core system components or waiting for vendor updates. This private content pack can be
version-controlled, deployed, and managed like any other content pack, providing a structured and scalable way to address
emergent threats. Option A is incorrect as directly modifying core engine configurations is not supported and can lead to instability.
Option C is impractical for a zero-day. Option D negates the purpose of XSIAM. Option E is inefficient and prone to errors.

NEW QUESTION # 174 
During a proactive threat hunt, a Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional observes a pattern of outbound connections
from several internal Linux servers to IP addresses listed on a newly acquired threat intelligence feed as known C2 infrastructure for
a sophisticated APT group. The connections are primarily over TCP port 8080 and exhibit very low data transfer volumes, but
consistent heartbeat-like communication. Existing security policies do not explicitly block port 8080. Which of the following actions,
in conjunction with relevant CLI commands or configurations on a Palo Alto Networks firewall, would be the MOST appropriate
immediate response to investigate and contain this potential compromise, assuming the firewall is configured to send logs to an
external SIEM and has URL filtering/WildFire enabled?

A. Given the 'heartbeat-like' communication and low data volume, this suggests command and control. The most effective
immediate response should focus on disrupting the C2. Prioritize creating a new security policy at the top of the rulebase to
block outbound TCP 8080 traffic from the affected Linux servers to the identified C2 IP addresses. Simultaneously, initiate
packet captures for these specific flows and escalate to the incident response team for forensic analysis on the compromised
servers. The firewall command to capture might be packet-capture stage firewall match source <src_ip> destination
<dest_ip> port 8080 count 1000</code></pre>'.
B. Perform a 'test security policy match' on the Palo Alto Networks firewall to understand why the traffic isn't blocked. Then,
enable strict URL filtering profiles on the affected security rules. Finally, configure a new vulnerability protection profile with
'reset-both' for all medium and high severity threats on the relevant security rules, and wait for the firewall to automatically
block future connections.
C. Configure a custom application signature on the Palo Alto Networks firewall to identify the specific C2 communication
protocol based on traffic patterns and payload content. Once identified, create a security policy to block this custom
application. Concurrently, use the session all filter destination <C2 command to identify active sessions and terminate them
using session id
D. Immediately create a new security policy to block all outbound traffic on TCP port 8080 from the affected Linux servers.
Then, run a packet capture on the firewall for these specific connections using '<pre><code>debug flow basic <src_ip> and
analyze the pcap for malicious payloads.
E. Update the external dynamic list (EDL) on the Palo Alto Networks firewall with the new C2 IP addresses. Configure a
new security policy rule with an 'alert' action for traffic matching the EDL, then review the threat logs for hits. Initiate a
WildFire analysis on any suspicious file hashes observed from these connections using wildfire status</code></pre>'.

Answer: A

Explanation:



This is a critical C2 indicator. Option D represents the most appropriate immediate response. Blocking the C2 traffic is paramount
for containment, and a targeted block specific to the affected servers and C2 IPs on port 8080 is an effective initial step.
Simultaneously capturing packets provides crucial evidence for further investigation without disrupting all 8080 traffic. Escalating to
the IR team for forensic analysis is also a critical next step. Option A is too broad with the block. Option B is reactive and might not
immediately disrupt active C2; EDLs update periodically. Option C is a good long-term solution for detecting the specific
application, but signature creation takes time and isn't an immediate containment action. Option E is investigative and reactive, not an
immediate containment.

NEW QUESTION # 175 
A Security Operations Professional is analyzing a complex XDR Story where an adversary bypassed traditional antivirus by using
process hollowing on a legitimate 'notepad.exe' process to run malicious code, which then performed credential dumping using a
modified 'procdump.exe' and attempted to clear event logs. Cortex XDR's Causality View is crucial here. What key behavioral
anomalies and inter-process relationships would the Causality View highlight to reveal this sophisticated attack, given that
'notepad.exe' and procdump.exe' are legitimate binaries, and why is this type of analysis particularly effective in Cortex XDR?

A. It will clearly show 'notepad.exe''s original parent process, followed by an unexpected child process creation
('procdump.exe') originating from the hollowed notepad.exe"s process ID, along with 'procdump.exe"s command line
arguments targeting LSA, and subsequent attempts by a related process to clear event logs. This graphical correlation of
behavioral deviations across multiple legitimate processes is a core strength of Cortex XDR's Causality View in detecting
advanced threats.
B. The Causality View will automatically perform memory forensics on the 'notepad.exe' process to extract the injected
malicious code for signature analysis.
C. The Causality View will show 'notepad.exe' as having an 'unknown' digital signature, indicating it has been modified.
D. It will alert specifically on the 'procdump.exe' binary being present on the endpoint, regardless of its execution context.
E. The Causality View will provide a direct link to the MITRE ATT&CK framework for 'Process Hollowing' and 'Credential
Dumping' without showing the specific events.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Detecting advanced techniques like process hollowing and credential dumping using legitimate binaries requires deep behavioral
analysis, which is where Cortex XDR's Causality View excels. Option B correctly identifies the critical elements the Causality View
would highlight: 1. Parent Process of 'notepad.exe': Observing how the initial 'notepad.exe' was launched. 2. Unexpected Child
Process Creation from a Legitimate Parent: The key is that 'procdump.exe' is spawned by the hollowed 'notepad.exe"s PID , not a
typical parent. This deviation from normal 'notepad.exe' behavior is a strong indicator of compromise. 3. 'procdump.exe' Command
Line: The specific arguments C-accepteula' , ma' , 'Isass.exe') are direct indicators of credential dumping. 4. Event Log Clearing:
Subsequent actions like clearing event logs Cwevtutil.exe cl System' , 'wevtutil.exe cl Security') are common post-exploitation
activities for covering tracks. The strength of Cortex XDR's Causality View here is its ability to correlate these seemingly disparate
events from legitimate processes into a single, coherent, and visually understandable attack chain, highlighting the behavioral
anomalies rather than relying solely on signatures of the binaries themselves. This allows analysts to quickly identify sophisticated
attacks that evade traditional signature-based detection. Options A, C, D, and E either describe incorrect functionalities or
incomplete analytical approaches for such a complex scenario.

NEW QUESTION # 176 
During a data ingestion health check in Cortex XSIAM, a security engineer observes a significant drop in firewall logs being ingested
from a critical perimeter firewall cluster. Upon investigation, they confirm the firewalls are still generating logs, and network
connectivity to the Log Collector is stable. Reviewing the Log Collector's logs, they find entries indicating 'Malformed event
received' and 'Parsing error, dropping event.' Which of the following is the most likely root cause and the immediate action to take to
restore ingestion while troubleshooting the parsing issue?

A. The firewall firmware was recently updated, changing the log format. The immediate action is to update the Log Profile's
parsing rule to match the new format.
B. The firewall's log forwarding destination IP address was changed, causing logs to be sent elsewhere. The immediate action
is to update the firewall's logging configuration.
C. The Log Collector service has crashed or is unresponsive. The immediate action is to restart the Log Collector service.
The malformed event message is a secondary symptom.
D. The Log Collector's disk space is full, preventing new logs from being written. The immediate action is to clear disk space
and restart the Log Collector service.



E. A network security group or firewall rule is blocking traffic on the syslog port between the firewall and the Log Collector.
The immediate action is to check and modify network security rules.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The key indicators here are 'Malformed event received' and 'Parsing error, dropping event' observed in the Log Collector's logs,
despite confirmed log generation and network connectivity. This strongly suggests that the logs are reaching the collector, but their
format no longer matches the expected parsing rule. The most common reason for a sudden change in log format for network
devices like firewalls is a firmware update (A). The immediate action is to update the Log Profile's parsing rule in XSIAM to
correctly interpret the new log format. Other options are less likely given the specific error messages: Disk space (B) would typically
show 'disk full' errors, not parsing errors. IP address change (C) or network blocking (D) would result in no logs reaching the
collector at all. Service crash (E) would prevent any log processing, and the error messages would likely be different (e.g., service
unavailable), not specific parsing errors for received events.

NEW QUESTION # 177 
A Security Operations Center (SOC) is attempting to proactively identify and defend against an evolving spear-phishing campaign
that uses novel techniques to deliver custom-built malware. The campaign appears to be sponsored by a nation-state. The SOC has
access to WildFire, Unit 42 threat intelligence, and regularly queries VirusTotal. To build a robust defense strategy that includes both
technical indicators and contextual understanding of the adversary, which of the following actions or integrations would provide the
MOST comprehensive and actionable intelligence?

A. Implementing strict egress filtering to prevent any outbound connections on non-standard ports, which will implicitly block
all C2 traffic.
B. Relying solely on VirusTotal for file hash lookups and URL reputation checks to block known indicators of compromise
(IOCs).
C. Configuring email gateways to block all attachments with a '.exe' extension, regardless of their content or origin.
D. Submitting all suspicious email attachments to WildFire for immediate dynamic analysis and automated signature
generation, while simultaneously cross- referencing campaign details and adversary profiles from Unit 42 research reports.
E. Developing custom YARA rules based on open-source intelligence on similar campaigns and applying them to all inbound
email traffic without further analysis.

Answer: D

Explanation:
This question demands a comprehensive and actionable defense against a sophisticated, evolving threat. Option B combines the
strengths of WildFire for rapid, automated technical analysis of new malware variants (generating signatures for NGFWs) with the
strategic and tactical intelligence from Unit 42. Unit 42's reports often cover nation-state TTPs, campaign attribution, motivation, and
broader context, which is crucial for understanding the adversary beyond just individual malware samples. This combination allows
for both automated, real-time protection (WildFire) and informed, proactive defense planning based on deep threat actor knowledge
(Unit 42).
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