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Topic Details

Topic 1
Ethics: This domain examines ethical theories and their application to professional dilemmas. It covers
Canadian codes of ethics and common ethical challenges like conflicts of interest, whistleblowing, and
balancing competing obligations.

Topic 2
Professional Practice: This domain addresses accountability for work, responsibilities to employers and
clients versus public duty, and professional collaboration. It covers standards, risk management,
environmental responsibilities, software use, document control, and communication.

Topic 3
Professional Law: This domain focuses on legislation governing the professions, including acts and
regulations establishing self-regulation and licensure. It covers admission requirements, mobility agreements,
and enforcement against illegal practice.

APEGS National Professional Practice Examination (NPPE) Exam Sample
Questions (Q57-Q62):
NEW QUESTION # 57 
Termination falls into one of two categories: for cause, also known as "Just cause," and without cause, winch of the following Issues
resulting either from a professional's behavior or from outside forces could readily result in a professional being terminated for "Just
cause"?

A. Company takeover
B. Insubordination and insolence
C. Apathy and indecision
D. Company declares bankruptcy

Answer: B

Explanation:
Termination "for cause" or "just cause" is generally reserved for situations involving misconduct or behavior directly attributable to the
employee that negatively affects their ability to perform their job or the safety and well-being of others. Insubordination and insolence
are examples of behaviors that could result in termination for cause. Bankruptcy or company takeover, however, are external forces
and not linked to individual professional behavior, thus not qualifying for termination for cause.

NEW QUESTION # 58 
Contracts often stipulate that the contract may be discharged if the professional member determines that:

A. the contractor has not paid the sub-trades.
B. the working conditions are unsafe.
C. the owner has not paid the contractor.
D. the contractor has not complied with the contract requirements.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Professional service and construction administration contracts commonly include safety-related clauses that allow the professional to
suspend services or treat the contract as discharged/terminated where unsafe conditions exist. NPPE materials emphasize that the
duty to the public (including worker safety) is paramount, and professionals must not continue work in circumstances that create
unacceptable risk.
Accordingly, contracts often recognize that if site conditions are unsafe-or if the professional is prevented from performing duties
safely-the professional may stop work, require corrective action, and potentially terminate the agreement. The other items (A, D)
relate mainly to payment disputes among owner/contractor
/sub-trades and are typically addressed through payment certification mechanisms, lien processes, or contractual remedies between
those parties, not as a standard "professional discharge" trigger. Non- compliance with contract requirements (C) can lead to
remedies, notices, and potential termination, but the classic and most directly recognized discharge/suspension trigger for a
professional is unsafe working conditions given the overriding safety duty. Therefore, B is best.



NEW QUESTION # 59 
A licensed professional is Manager of a chemical plant in a northern Canadian town. Upon review of current internal environmental
monitoring data, the responsible environmental professionals report to the Manager that the plant released effluent into the natural
environment that exceeded the operation's permitted levels. If the Manager tells no one else, it is unlikely that anyone else will
discover the issue because the event poses no danger whatsoever to people. At most, it could endanger a small number of fish. Of
the following possibilities, which action should the Manager take first?

A. Contact the corporate public relations personnel for advice on the issue.
B. Contact the relevant environmental regulator's hotline and reveal the problem anonymously.
C. Ensure that the issue is reported to the relevant environmental regulators.
D. Ensure that the company begins a root-cause analysis of the issue in order to determine the best long- term solution.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Environmental permits create legal compliance limits; exceeding permitted effluent levels is a regulatory non- compliance event even if
immediate human harm is unlikely. NPPE ethics and law themes emphasize that professionals must hold paramount the public
interest, which includes environmental protection, and must comply with applicable laws and permit conditions. Where reporting
obligations exist (common in environmental approvals), the appropriate first step is to ensure timely reporting to the proper
regulatory authority so the matter is addressed transparently and in accordance with legal requirements. Option B best reflects this
duty. Option D (root-cause analysis) is important, but it does not replace immediate compliance actions and required notifications;
corrective investigation should follow promptly after reporting/containment steps are initiated. Option A prioritizes reputation
management rather than compliance and public interest.
Option C is inferior to B because anonymous reporting is generally not appropriate for a responsible manager acting on behalf of the
permit holder; regulators typically require formal reporting with complete information and accountability. Even "only fish" impacts
engage environmental protection duties and can still be significant. Therefore, the Manager should first ensure the issue is reported to
regulators (B).

NEW QUESTION # 60 
The fundamental purpose of a contract is to

A. allocate money among the parties to the contract
B. allocate obligations, responsibilities, and risk between contract parties
C. provide a basis to make a Judgment in the evert of a conflict
D. outline the scope of the project being undertaken

Answer: B

Explanation:
The fundamental purpose of a contract is to allocate obligations, responsibilities, and risks between the parties involved. Contracts
are legally binding agreements that define the terms of engagement between parties, ensuring clear understanding and accountability
for all involved .

NEW QUESTION # 61 
The role of securities commissions in Canada is best described as

A. regulating financial markets and enforcing public disclosure obligations
B. approving mergers and acquisitions between public companies
C. licensing professionals in the resource and finance sectors
D. certifying the technical content of engineering and geoscience reports

Answer: A

Explanation:
Securities commissions are provincial/territorial bodies responsible for regulating capital markets. Their core functions include
overseeing trading in securities, protecting investors, fostering fair and efficient markets, and enforcing disclosure requirements for
reporting issuers (including continuous disclosure, prospectus requirements, and rules against misrepresentation and insider trading).
They do not "licence" professionals in the way professional regulators do (A). They do not directly approve mergers and acquisitions



as a primary function (B), though securities laws can impose disclosure and procedural requirements that apply to such transactions.
They also do not certify the technical accuracy of engineering/geoscience reports (C); rather, they regulate the disclosure framework
and may require certain technical reports (e.g., in mining) to meet prescribed standards, with responsibility resting on the issuer and
qualified persons. Therefore, D best describes their role.

NEW QUESTION # 62
......
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