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AAPC CPC Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Endocrine System and Nervous System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders
and assesses the ability to assign codes for surgeries involving glands, the brain, spinal cord, and peripheral
nerves. Procedures like resections and electrical stimulation are part of the evaluated content.

Topic 2

Introduction to CPT®, HCPCS Level II, and Modifiers: This section of the exam measures the skills of
coding specialists and introduces candidates to CPT® coding for procedures, HCPCS Level II for
supplies and services, and the correct use of modifiers. It helps learners distinguish between different code
sets and understand their place in medical billing.
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Topic 3
Radiology: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and focuses on diagnostic
imaging procedures including X-rays, CT scans, MRIs, ultrasounds, and nuclear medicine. It emphasizes
proper selection of codes based on anatomical site and modality used.

Topic 4

Female Reproductive System and Maternity Care & Delivery: This section of the exam measures the skills
of coding specialists and evaluates coding accuracy for gynecological and obstetric procedures. It includes
deliveries, antepartum care, cesarean sections, and surgical procedures involving female reproductive
anatomy.

Topic 5

Applying the ICD-10-CM Guidelines: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists
and covers how to apply official ICD-10-CM guidelines to real-world coding scenarios. It emphasizes the
hierarchy of instructional notes, general and chapter-specific rules, and how to make judgment calls within
compliant coding frameworks.

Topic 6
Anesthesia: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and involves coding anesthesia
services based on surgical site, complexity, and time. It tests the understanding of anesthesia modifiers and
the importance of linking anesthesia codes with the correct primary procedures.

Topic 7

Review of Anatomy: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and covers a high-
level understanding of human anatomy. It includes organs, systems, directional terminology, and anatomical
locations, enabling coders to link procedures and diagnoses to the correct bodily structures with accuracy
and consistency.

Topic 8
Digestive System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and evaluates the
coding of surgeries and procedures involving the oral cavity, pharynx, esophagus, stomach, intestines, liver,
pancreas, and related organs. Understanding endoscopic procedures is particularly critical here.

Topic 9

The Business of Medicine: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and covers
foundational knowledge regarding the healthcare system, reimbursement models, insurance payers, HIPAA
compliance, and the ethical responsibilities coders hold within clinical and billing environments. It
establishes the context in which coding decisions directly affect healthcare operations and financial
outcomes.

Topic 10

Overview of ICD-10-CM: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and introduces
the structure, format, and usage of the ICD-10-CM coding system. It reviews the purpose of ICD-10-CM
in diagnosis reporting and prepares candidates to interpret chapters, code ranges, and conventions
embedded in the system.

Topic 11
Urinary System and Male Genital System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders
and assesses understanding of procedures on kidneys, bladder, ureters, prostate, and male reproductive
organs. Proper use of CPT codes for surgical and diagnostic interventions is tested.

Topic 12

Hemic & Lymphatic Systems, Mediastinum, Diaphragm: This section of the exam measures the skills of
medical coders and includes procedures related to the spleen, lymph nodes, bone marrow, as well as
surgical interventions in the mediastinum and diaphragm. Coders must differentiate procedures by region
and system accurately.

Topic 13

Accurate ICD-10-CM Coding: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and focuses
on the precise assignment of diagnosis codes using the ICD-10-CM system. The goal is to ensure accurate
representation of patient conditions, proper sequencing, and a clear linkage between diagnoses and
services.

Topic 14

Special Senses (Ocular and Auditory): This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists
and covers the coding of procedures related to the eyes and ears. Topics include surgeries on the cornea,
retina, and middle
inner ear, as well as related diagnostic procedures.
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CPC real dumps revised and updated according to the syllabus changes and all the latest developments in theory and practice, our
Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam real dumps are highly relevant to what you actually need to get through the certifications
tests. Moreover they impart you information in the format of CPC Questions and answers that is actually the format of your real
certification test. Hence not only you get the required knowledge but also find the opportunity to practice real exam scenario.

AAPC Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam Sample Questions (Q180-
Q185):
NEW QUESTION # 180 
(A patient presents with increased intracranial pressure and is scheduled for a lumbar puncture. UnderCT guidance, the physician
inserts a needle at the L4 level and advances a catheter into the subarachnoid space toactively drain cerebrospinal fluid. CSF is
collected and sent to the lab; the catheter is removed. What CPT coding is reported?)

A. 62328, 77012
B. 0
C. 62272, 77012
D. 1

Answer: C

Explanation:
This procedure is not a simple diagnostic lumbar puncture; it includestherapeutic drainageof CSF to relieve elevated intracranial
pressure. CPT62272is used forspinal puncture with drainage of cerebrospinal fluid (therapeutic), which matches the "actively drain
CSF" language. The physician also performed the puncture underCT guidance, and when imaging guidance is documented and not
bundled into the primary code, you report the appropriate CT guidance code77012for needle placement. Option D (62270) is the
classic diagnostic lumbar puncture/spinal puncture code and does not capture active drainage as the purpose. Options A and B are
for different catheter/needle procedures and do not best match "spinal puncture with drainage" plus CT guidance in this vignette.
CPC exam tip: when the stem emphasizespressure relief/drainage, thinktherapeutic drainage coderather than diagnostic LP, and then
add imaging guidance when specifically documented and supported.

NEW QUESTION # 181 
(A 55-year-old female with severe coronary arteriosclerosis with angina is admitted for elective coronary artery bypass. The surgeon
performed a coronary artery bypass using asaphenous vein harvested endoscopically. The vein graft was anastomosed to theobtuse
marginaland theleft circumflex. What CPT coding is reported for this procedure?)

A. 0
B. 1
C. 33511, 33508
D. 33534, 33508

Answer: C

Explanation:
CABG coding depends on(1) number of coronary venous graftsand(2) the conduit type(venous vs arterial).
This case uses asaphenous vein graft(a venous conduit) to bypasstwocoronary targets: theobtuse marginaland theleft circumflex. The
CPT code for CABG withtwo venous graftsis33511. The separate code33508is reported forendoscopic harvest of veinwhen
performed for CABG, which is specifically documented here ("harvested endoscopically").33534is for anarterial graft(e.g., internal
mammary artery) and does not match a saphenous vein-only description. Option D omits the separately reportable endoscopic
harvest service documented. CPC exam approach: identify conduit (vein = 33510-33516 family), count distal anastomoses (two =
33511), and add endoscopic harvest (33508) when documented.
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NEW QUESTION # 182 
View MR 007400
MR 007400
Radiology Report
Patient: J. Lowe Date of Service: 06/10/XX
Age: 45
MR#: 4589799
Account #: 3216770
Location: ABC Imaging Center
Study: Mammogram bilateral screening, all views, producing direct digital image Reason: Screen Bilateral digital mammography with
computer-aided detection (CAD) No previous mammograms are available for comparison.
Clinical history: The patient has a positive family history (mother and sister) of breast cancer.
Mammogram was read with the assistance of GE iCAD (computerized diagnostic) system.
Findings: No dominant speculated mass or suspicious area of clustered pleomorphic microcalcifications is apparent Skin and nipples
are seen to be normal. The axilla are unremarkable.
What CPT coding is reported for this case?

A. 77067-50, Z80.3, Z12.31
B. 77066, Z80.3, Z12.31
C. 77067, Z12.31, Z80.3
D. 77066-50, Z12.31, Z80.3

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 183 
A 10-year-old had a cochlear implant in his left ear few weeks ago. Today he sees the audiologist to initialize and program the
implant.
What CPT code is reported?

A. 0
B. 1
C. 2
D. 3

Answer: B

Explanation:
1. Procedure and CPT Code Selection:
The patient had a cochlear implant placed in the left ear and is now seeing the audiologist for initialization and programming of the
implant.
CPT Code 92603 is specific for initial programming of a cochlear implant for patients younger than 12 years old. This includes the
setup and initial adjustments required for the cochlear implant, making it the correct code.
2. Rationale for Excluding Other Options:
Code 92626 is used for evaluating auditory function with the cochlear implant, focusing on assessment rather than programming, and
is therefore incorrect for this programming session.
Code 92630 is for aural rehabilitation following cochlear implant, which does not apply to the programming/initiation stage.
Code 92604 is for subsequent programming sessions after the initial programming and is therefore not applicable for the first-time
programming.
3. AAPC and CPT Coding Guidelines:
According to AAPC guidelines, 92603 is the appropriate code for initial programming of a cochlear implant in children under 12
years of age.
Therefore, the correct answer is D. 92603.

NEW QUESTION # 184 
A 44-year-old female patient with chest pains had a CT of her chest that identified a mass in her left lower lung. The patient currently
has ovarian cancer with metastases to the liver. The radiologist suspects the cancer has spread to her lungs. The physician performed
an outpatient bronchoscopic biopsy and the pathology report documents the mass as a tumor of uncertain behavior.
What ICD-10-CM codes are reported for this patient?



A. C56.9, C78.7, C78.02
B. D38.1, C56.9, C78.7
C. R91.8, C56.9, C78.7
D. C78.02, C22.9, C79.82

Answer: B

Explanation:
For a patient with a mass in the left lower lung suspected to be cancer that is currently documented as a tumor of uncertain behavior,
with existing ovarian cancer with metastases to the liver, the ICD-10-CM codes are:
D38.1: Neoplasm of uncertain behavior of bronchus and lung.
C56.9: Malignant neoplasm of unspecified ovary.
C78.7: Secondary malignant neoplasm of liver and intrahepatic bile duct.
D38.1 is used because the behavior of the lung tumor is uncertain, and C56.9 and C78.7 are used to document the known primary
and metastatic cancers.
ICD-10-CM guidelines
AMA's CPT Professional Edition (current year)

NEW QUESTION # 185
......

At the moment when you decided to choose our CPC real dumps, we feel the responsibility to be with you during your journey to
prepare for the CPC exam. So we clearly understand our duty to offer help in this area. Not only do the CPC practice materials
perfect but we have considerate company that is willing to offer help 24/7. If you have any question, you can just contact our online
service, they will give you the most professional advice on our CPC Exam Guide.
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