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%| &l Security Operations Generalist SecOps-Pro T2 & E Al (Q46-Q51):

EAE #46
A custom PowerShell command is detected by Cortex XDR as a behavioral threat, and the administrator has confirmed it as a false
positive. What is the most operationally efficient way to allow this command to run and not be detected by Cortex XDR?

A. Add the SHA256 hash to the allow list.

B. Create an alert exception based on CGO process path and command arguments.
C. Create an alert exclusion based on CGO hash, signer, and process path.

D. Right click on the alert and create an alert exclusion rule.
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Y.
Creating an alert exception based on CGO process path and command arguments allows the PowerShell command to run without
triggering detections, operationally efficiently.

HE #47

A SOC analyst is investigating a surge in failed login attempts against cloud identities managed by Azare AD, detected by Cortex
XSIAM. The analyst needs to quickly block the source IP addresses of these attempts and nitiate a password reset for the affected
user accounts. Furthermore, they want to log all these actions in an external compliance logging system that accepts syslog messages.
Which of the following XSIAM configurations and features are MOST critical to achieve this comprehensive, automated response?

e A Utilizing XSIAM's 'Incident Grouping' to consolidate alerts, then using a 'Scheduled Report' to list affected users and IPs,
which are then manually acted upon by the IT team. Compliance logging is done via a separate SIEM.

B. Implementing a "Threat Hunting' query to identify suspicious logins, then applying 'Suppression Rules' to reduce alert noise,
and using XSIAM's built-in email notification for alerting, with no direct integration for compliance.

C. Configuring ' Alert Enrichment' to pull user metadata from Azure AD, then manually executing a 'Remediation Action' to
block IPs and reset passwords via the XSIAM UI, and finally manually exporting incident logs to the compliance system

D. Creating an ' Automation Rule' that triggers a 'Playbook’. The Playbook would contain an 'Azure AD integration action' for
password resets, a "Firewal/NGFW integration action' for IP blocking, and a 'Custom Integration' or 'Generic Webhook'
action to send syslog messages to the compliance system.

E. Relying on XSIAM's 'Behavioral Analytics' to identify anomalies, and then expecting the system to automatically remediate
all issues without explicit Playbook configuration.

He. D

ME:

Option B outlines the most effective and automated approach. An'Automation Rule' is key to triggering the response based on the
detected surge in failed logins. The 'Playbook' then orchestrates the multi-step remediation: directly interacting with Azure AD for
password resets (using a pre-built or custom integration), leveraging NGFW integration for IP blocking, and utilizing a 'Custom
Integration’ or 'Generic Webhook' to send the required syslog data to the compliance system. This ensures immediate, automated
response and proper logging,

EAE #48

A zero-day exploit targeting a critical vulnerability in a widely used web application is announced. A premium threat intelligence feed
immediately provides indicators of compromise (IOCs) including a specific URL pattern, a custom HTTP header value, and a unique
user-agent string associated with the exploit attempts. Your organization uses Palo Alto Networks' WildFire and Threat Prevention.
To proactively prevent and detect this exploit before WildFire or Threat Prevention signatures are fully deployed, which combination
of Palo Alto Networks firewall configurations, leveraging custom threat intelligence, would be most effective?

e A Create a custom Anti-Spyware signature for the custom HTTP header and a custom Vulnerability Protection signature for
the user-agent string,

e B. Utilize a Data Filtering profile to block the custom HTTP header and a File Blocking profile to prevent downloads from the
malicious URL.

e C. Develop a custom External Dynamic List (EDL) for the URL pattern and deploy a custom IPS signature for the user-agent



string,

¢ D. Implement a custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) using a regular expression to match the URL pattern and HTTP
header, and a custom application override for the user-agent string.

¢ E. Configure a custom URL Filtering profile to block the specific URL pattern and create a Security Policy to apply it.

HE: D
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This scenario emphasizes proactive defense against zero-days using custom threat intelligence. Option C provides the most
comprehensive and effective approach for Palo Alto Networks:

' Custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) with regular expressions: This is the most powerful method to proactively detect and
block traffic patterns (like URL patterns and HTTP headers) not yet covered by vendor signatures. Regular expressions offer
flexibility for matching complex patterns.

' Custom application override for user-agent: While less direct for prevention, it can help classify and block traffic with specific,
malicious user-agents if other methods are not applicable or as an additional layer.

Let's analyze why others are less effective:

" A (Custom URL Filtering): Good for URL, but doesn't address the custom HTTP header or user-agent comprehensively.

' B (Custom Anti- Spyware/Vulnerability Protection): While possible, creating specific Anti-Spyware or Vulnerability Protection
signatures for generic HTTP elements or user-agents can be less precise or efficient than a custom IPS signature for the exploit
pattern itself. IPS is designed for exploit detection.

' (EDL for URL, Custom IPS for User-Agent): EDL is good for IP/Domain blocking but less granular for URL patterns . Custom
IPS for user-agent is possible but combining all IOCs into a single IPS signature is more efficient.

' E (Data Filtering/File Blocking): Data Filtering targets sensitive data exfiltration, not exploit attempts via HTTP headers. File
Blocking is for file types, not exploit patterns.

EE #49

A Security Operations Center (SOC) analyst is reviewing alerts generated by a Palo Alto Networks Next-Generation Firewall
(NGFW) configured with Threat Prevention. An alert is triggered for an alleged 'C2 beaconing’ activity from an internal host to an
external [P address.

Upon investigation, the analyst discovers the external IP belongs to a legitimate cloud-based productivity suite, and the traffic is
standard API comnunication. What is the most accurate classification of this alert, and what immediate action should be taken?

A. False Positive; The alert was generated for legitimate traffic. Report to vendor and disable the C2 signature globally.
B. True Posttive; This is a confirmed C2 connection. Isolate the host immediately and initiate incident response.

C. False Negative; The firewall missed a true C2 connection. Reconfigure the firewall to be more aggressive.

D. True Negative; The firewall correctly identified benign traffic. No action is required.

E. False Posttive; The alert was generated for legitimate traffic. Suppress the alert and create an exclusion for this specific
communication pattern.

HE: E

ME:

This scenario describes a False Positive. The alert was triggered by legitimate activity that was mistakenly identified as malicious. The
correct action is to suppress the alert for this specific legitimate pattern (e.g,, by creating an exclusion policy or refining the signature
application) to reduce alert fatigue without compromising security for actual threats. Disabling the C2 signature globally (Option E)
would be a severe overreaction and could lead to true negatives, allowing actual C2 traffic to pass unnoticed.

B2 #50

A large enterprise is migrating from a traditional SIEM to Cortex XSIAM. They have a vast repository of existing Splunk queries

and custom correlation rules that have been highly effective in their environment. The security architect wants to minimize the effort
required to translate these existing security logics into XSIAM's native detection capabilities. Which of the following content pack

components are most relevant for achieving this objective efficiently and effectively, potentially with automation?

A. External Integrations and Indicator Feed Configurations, to pull in the same threat intelligence.

B. Alert Grouping and Suppression Policies, to manage the volume of incidents.

C. Detection Rules (Correlation Rules, Behavioral Biases) and Dashboards, as they directly translate the logic and provide
visibility.

D. Incident Layouts and Response Playbooks, as they dictate the workflow after a detection.

E. Data Models and Parsers, specifically focusing on normalizing the Splunk data into XSIAM's Common Information Model



(CIM).
Y. C

Y.

The core of translating Splunk queries and custom correlation rules lies in replicating their detection logic within XSIAM. This
directly maps to XSIAM's Detection Rules, which include Correlation Rules and Behavioral Biases. These are the components
where the conditions and logic for identifying security incidents are defined, similar to Splunk's correlation searches. Dashboards are
also crucial for providing the same visibility and insights that the Splunk dashboards offered. While Data Models and Parsers
(Option B) are essential for data ingestion and normalization, they are a prerequisite for the detection rules, not the direct translation
of the logic . Incident Layouts and Response Playbooks (Option A) cone after detection. External Integrations (Option D) are
about data sources, not logic. Alert Grouping (Option E) is about incident management, not rule translation.
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