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Palo Alto Networks PCCP Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Security Operations: This final section measures skills of a Security Operations Analyst and covers key
characteristics and practices of threat hunting and incident response processes. It explains functions and
benefits of security information and event management (SIEM) platforms, security orchestration,
automation, and response (SOAR) tools, and attack surface management (ASM) platforms. It also
highlights the functionalities of Cortex solutions, including XSOAR, Xpanse, and XSIAM, and describes
services offered by Palo Alto Networks’ Unit 42.
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Topic 2

Cloud Security: This section targets a Cloud Security Specialist and addresses major cloud architectures
and topologies. It discusses security challenges like application security, cloud posture, and runtime
security. Candidates will learn about technologies securing cloud environments such as Cloud Security
Posture Management (CSPM) and Cloud Workload Protection Platforms (CWPP), as well as the
functions of a Cloud Native Application Protection Platform (CNAPP) and features of Cortex Cloud.

Topic 3

Network Security: This domain targets a Network Security Specialist and includes knowledge of Zero
Trust Network Access (ZTNA) characteristics, functions of stateless and next-generation firewalls
(NGFWs), and the purpose of microsegmentation. It also covers common network security technologies
such as intrusion prevention systems (IPS), URL filtering, DNS security, VPNs, and SSL
TLS decryption. Candidates must understand the limitations of signature-based protection, deployment
options for NGFWs, cybersecurity concerns in operational technology (OT) and IoT, cloud-delivered
security services, and AI-powered security functions like Precision AI.
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You can take our Palo Alto Networks PCCP practice exams (desktop and web-based) multiple times to gauge how well you've
prepared for the real Palo Alto Networks PCCP test. These PCCP practice exams are designed specifically to help you identify
your mistakes and attempt the real PCCP examination successfully. You can continually enhance your Palo Alto Networks Certified
Cybersecurity Practitioner (PCCP) test preparation by overcoming your mistakes. Customers can check their prior PCCP tests and
give PCCP practice exams multiple times to improve themselves for the final Palo Alto Networks PCCP test.

Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner Sample Questions
(Q198-Q203):
NEW QUESTION # 198 
Which action is unique to the security orchestration, automation, and response (SOAR) platforms?

A. Correlating incident data
B. Enhancing data collection
C. Prioritizing alerts
D. Using predefined workflows

Answer: D

Explanation:
SOAR platforms are unique in their ability to automate incident response through the use of predefined workflows. These workflows
allow repetitive security tasks to be executed automatically, improving response speed and efficiency.

NEW QUESTION # 199 
Which statement describes DevOps?

A. DevOps is a combination of the Development and Operations teams
B. DevOps is a culture that unites the Development and Operations teams throughout the software delivery process
C. DevOps is its own separate team
D. DevOps is a set of tools that assists the Development and Operations teams throughout the softwaredelivery process

Answer: B

Explanation:
DevOps is not:
# A combination of the Dev and Ops teams: There still are two teams; they just operate in a communicative, collaborative way.
# Its own separate team: There is no such thing as a "DevOps engineer." Although some companies may appoint a "DevOps team"
as a pilot when trying to transition to a DevOps culture, DevOps refers to a culture where developers, testers, and operations
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personnel cooperate throughout the entire software delivery lifecycle.
# A tool or set of tools: Although there are tools that work well with a DevOps model or help promote DevOps culture, DevOps
ultimately is a strategy, not a tool.
# Automation: Although automation is very important for a DevOps culture, it alone does not define DevOps.

NEW QUESTION # 200 
What does Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR do first when an endpoint is asked to run an executable?

A. send the executable to WildFire
B. run a dynamic analysis
C. check its execution policy
D. run a static analysis

Answer: A

Explanation:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR is an extended detection and response platform that provides endpoint protection, threat
detection, and incident response capabilities. When an endpoint is asked to run an executable, Cortex XDR does the following
steps1:
* First, it sends the executable to WildFire, a cloud-based malware analysis and prevention service, to determine if it is malicious or
benign. WildFire uses static and dynamic analysis, machine learning, and threat intelligence to analyze the executable and provide a
verdict in seconds2.
* Next, it checks the execution policy, which is a set of rules that define what actions are allowed or blocked on the endpoint. The
execution policy can be configured by the administrator to enforce granular control over the endpoint behavior3.
* Then, it runs a static analysis, which is a technique that examines the executable without executing it. Static analysis can identify
malicious indicators, such as file signatures, hashes, strings, and embedded resources4.
* Finally, it runs a dynamic analysis, which is a technique that executes the executable in a sandboxed environment and monitors its
behavior. Dynamic analysis can detect malicious activities, such as network connections, registry changes, file modifications, and
process injections4.
Cortex XDR Endpoint Protection Overview
WildFire Overview
[Execution Policy]
[Static and Dynamic Analysis]

NEW QUESTION # 201 
In which phase of the cyberattack lifecycle do attackers establish encrypted communication channels back to servers across the
internet so that they can modify their attack objectives and methods?

A. exploitation
B. actions on the objective
C. installation
D. command and control

Answer: D

Explanation:
Command and Control: Attackers establish encrypted communication channels back to command-and-control (C2) servers across
the internet so that they can modify their attack objectives and methods as additional targets of opportunity are identified within the
victim network, or to evade any new security countermeasures that the organization may attempt to deploy if attack artifacts are
discovered.

NEW QUESTION # 202 
What are two examples of an attacker using social engineering? (Choose two.)

A. Leveraging open-source intelligence to gather information about a high-level executive
B. Convincing an employee that they are also an employee
C. Acting as a company representative and asking for personal information not relevant to the reason for their call



D. Compromising a website and configuring it to automatically install malicious files onto systems that visit the page

Answer: B,C

Explanation:
Social engineering attacks manipulate human trust to gain unauthorized access or information. Convincing an employee that an
attacker is also an employee builds rapport, lowering defenses for information disclosure or credential sharing. Similarly,
impersonating a company representative and requesting unrelated personal data exploits authority bias to deceive victims. These
tactics exploit psychological vulnerabilities rather than technical flaws and are prevalent initial steps in multi-stage attacks. Palo Alto
Networks highlights the importance of training, multi-factor authentication, and behavior-based threat detection to mitigate social
engineering risks effectively.
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