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¢ Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
Topic 1 integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VM, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.

¢ Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VM, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.

Topic 2

¢ Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.

Topic 3

¢ Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SITEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow autormation.

Topic 4

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q70-Q75):

NEW QUESTION # 70

An engineer is conducting a threat actor emulated test to determine which Cortex XDR module would provide protection or alert on
a real-world attack. The first test was prevented.

Which action must the engineer take to enable continued testing?

A. Remove the hash from the restrictions profile

B. Add a prevention rule.

C. Add an indicator exclusion.

D. Change the profile from "alert" to "prevent" for the BTP module.

Answer: C

Explanation:

To allow continued testing after the first emulated attack was blocked, the engineer must add an indicator exclusion. This bypasses
enforcement for the specific test artifact, enabling repeated execution of the scenario to validate which Cortex XDR module detects
or prevents the activity.

NEW QUESTION # 71

A. Option D
B. Option A
C. Option B
D. OptionE
E. Option C

Answer: A

Explanation:
While options A, B, and C could be contributing factors in different scenarios, the phrase 'despite being populated in entity id
previous steps' and 'not for others' (implying it works elsewhere) points to a variable scoping issue. In complex playbooks, especially



those with nested tasks, conditional branches, or parallel execution, variables defined within certain contexts (like a sub-playbook, a
"for-each' loop, or an isolated task group) might not be directly accessible or automatically passed to subsequent steps outside of
their immediate scope. XSIAM's playbook engine enforces variable visibility. If 'entity id' was, for example, an output of a
command run within a "parallel' task or a sub-playbook, it might need to be explicitly passed as an nput to the failing command step,
or promoted to a higher-level context variable, to be accessible. This is a common and often subtle debugging challenge in complex
automation workflows.

NEW QUESTION # 72

You are developing a custom XSOAR playbook that ingests security alerts froma cloud platform (e.g., AWS Security Hub). The
cloud platform's API returns alert data in a highly nested JSON structure. Your playbook needs to extract specific values like
'"ResourceType*, ' Accountld' , and *Region’ from varying depths within this JSON structure. You're facing challenges due to
inconsistent nesting for different alert types. Which XSOAR feature is best suited for robust and flexible extraction, and how would
you debug its application?

e A Enploy the ' jq' transform using the 'setContext' command with complex 'jq' expressions to flatten or extract specific fields,
and debug by testing 'jq' expressions iteratively in an online 'jq' playground or directly in the XSOAR CLI with small samples.

¢ B. Utilize the 'Extract Indicators' automation, configuring it with precise regular expressions to pull out the required data from
the raw alert JSON, and debug by reviewing the extracted indicators in the incident details.

e C. Leverage the 'Data Mapper feature within XSOAR to visually map the incoming JSON structure to the incident fields,
debugging by inspecting the mapping preview and the resulting incident data.

e D. Write a Python script that iterates through the JSON structure using recursive functions or a path-finding algorithm to
locate the desired keys, and debug by printing the current path and value during recursion.

e E. Use and dot notation for direct access to known paths, debugging by logging the intermediate context values.

Answer: A,D

Explanation:

For highly nested and inconsistently structured JSON, simple dot notation (A) or regular expressions (D) are often insufficient or
brittle. 'jq' (B) is a powerful JSON processor excellent for extracting data from complex structures, including handling conditional
logic and dynamic paths. Its debugging involves testing expressions outside XSOAR and then integrating, Alternatively, a custom
Python script (C) offers the most flexibility for complex parsing logic, including recursive traversal, and allows for extensive in-script
debugging using 'print' or 'demisto.log’ . While 'Data Mapper' (E) is excellent for well-defined structures, it might struggle with highly
inconsistent nesting across different alert types. Therefore, 'jq' and custom Python scripts are the most robust solutions.

NEW QUESTION # 73

A critical national infrastructure (CNI) provider is deploying Palo Alto Networks XSIAM within a highly regulated environment. This
environment demands extreme resilience, fault tolerance, and a zero-downtime objective, even during major hardware failures or
planned maintenance. From a hardware planning perspective, what specific design principles must be rigorously adhered to, beyond
typical redundancy?

e A. Deploying the XSIAM cluster across nultiple distinct, geographically separated data centers (active-active configuration)
with independent power, cooling, and network infrastructure, and a robust data replication mechanism

¢ B. Establishing a fully independent, identical 'cold standby' XSIAM cluster in a separate physical location, requiring manual
failover in case ofa catastrophic event.

¢ (. Integrating with an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) and generator backup system that can sustain the entire XSIAM
mnfrastructure for a mininum of 72 hours without external power.

e D. Implementing a 'N+2' redundancy model for all XSIAM cluster nodes, storage arrays, and network devices, far exceeding
standard "N+' recommendations.

e E. Utilizing only 'hardened' or "millitary-grade' server hardware certified to withstand extreme environmental conditions and
electromagnetic interference.

Answer: A,C,D

Explanation:

For zero-downtime and extreme resilience in CNI, multiple layers of hardware redundancy and architectural planning are required.
Active-active deployment across distinct, geographically separated data centers (A) provides the highest level of disaster recovery
and continuous operation. N+2 redundancy (B) ensures that even if two components fail, the system continues to operate, exceeding
typical N+1 for critical systerms. Robust UPS and generator systems (E) are findamental to maintaining power during outages,
crucial for a zero-downtime objective. While hardened hardware (C) might be used in some CNI, it's not universally required for



'zero-downtime' in the same way as distributed architecture. A cold standby (D) implies downtime during failover, which contradicts
a zero-downtime objective.

NEW QUESTION # 74

A large enterprise is integrating XSIAM with its existing SOAR platform The SOAR platform needs to automatically ingest alerts
from XSIAM and also trigger actions in XSIAM, such as playbook execution or incident status updates. Given the need for real-
time alert ingestion and reliable action triggering, which of the following communication mechanisms would be most appropriate,
considering security, scalability, and resilience?

¢ A. XSIAM configured to send real-time alerts to the SOAR's ingestion endpoint via authenticated webhooks (HTTPS with
API Key/OAuth), and SOAR making authenticated API calls (HTTPS with API Key) to XSIAM's /api/vI/playbooks/execute
or /api/vl/incidents endpoints.

¢ B. SOAR polling the XSIAM /apivl/alerts endpoint every 5 minutes, and XSIAM pushing updates to SOAR via
unauthenticated webhooks.

¢ C. SOAR and XSIAM exchanging data via shared SMB network drives, with scheduled batch file transfers.

¢ D. Direct database access from SOAR to XSIAM's underlying data store for alert retrieval, and SSH for command
execution.

¢ E. Using email notifications from XSIAM for alerts, and SOAR sending SMTP commands to XSIAM for action triggering.

Answer: A

Explanation:

Option B is the industry-standard and most effective approach. Real-time alert ingestion from XSIAM to SOAR is best achieved
with authenticated webhooks (push model), ensuring immediate notification. For SOAR to trigger actions in XSIAM, authenticated
API calls over HTTPS are the standard and secure method. This ensures secure, scalable, and resilient integration. Polling (A)
ntroduces latency and inefficiency. Options C, D, and E are insecure, inefficient, or not supported for robust integration.

NEW QUESTION # 75
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