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EDGE Excellence in Design for Greater Efficiencies (EDGE Expert) Exam
Sample Questions (Q73-Q78):
NEW QUESTION # 73 
Is it possible to be both the EDGE Expert and Auditor on a project?

A. Yes, but only in the case that there are no other EDGE Auditors available for the project.
B. No, an EDGE Expert cannot be the EDGE Auditor on the same project.
C. Yes, they can be both an EDGE Auditor and EDGE Expert in all cases.
D. No, even if EDGE Certifier agrees to special terms to have no conflict of interest.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The EDGE framework strictly enforces separation of roles to maintain integrity and avoid conflicts of interest during the certification
process. The EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols explicitly address this issue: "An individual cannot serve as both the EDGE
Expert and EDGE Auditor on the same project. This separation ensures independence in the audit process, as the Expert's role as a
consultant advising the project team could bias the Auditor's objective assessment of the project's compliance with EDGE
standards" (EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of Interest). Option A, no, an EDGE Expert cannot be the
EDGE Auditor on the same project, directly reflects this rule. Option B (no, even if the Certifier agrees to special terms) adds an
unnecessary condition, as the protocols do not allow exceptions: "No exceptions are permitted for an individualto serve in both roles
on the same project, regardless of agreements or special terms" (EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of
Interest). Option C (yes, in all cases) is incorrect, as it contradicts the conflict-of-interest rules: "Allowing dual roles in all cases
would undermine the impartiality required for certification" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.1: Certification Process). Option
D (yes, if no other Auditors are available) is also incorrect, as availability does not override the conflict-of-interest prohibition: "Even
if no other Auditors are available, the roles must remain separate; the Client must find a different Auditor or delay the audit" (EDGE
Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 4.1: Audit Process). The EDGE User Guide reinforces this principle: "The separation of
Expert and Auditor roles ensures a fair and unbiased certification process, protecting the credibility of EDGE certification" (EDGE
User Guide, Section
6.4: Working with EDGE Experts). Thus, it is not possible to be both (Option A).
Reference:EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of Interest, Section 4.1: Audit Process; EDGE Certification
Protocol, Section 3.1: Certification Process; EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 6.4:
Working with EDGE Experts.

NEW QUESTION # 74 
Which of the following is an EDGE measure to reduce the embodied energy in materials?

A. Low-flow shower heads
B. Occupancy sensors
C. External shading
D. Fly ash concrete

Answer: D

Explanation:
Embodied energy in materials is one of the three core pillars of the EDGE standard, focusing on reducing the environmental impact
of construction materials. The EDGE User Guide lists measures that specifically target embodied energy: "To reduce embodied
energy in materials, EDGE includes measures such as the use of fly ash concrete, which substitutes a portion of cement with fly ash, a
byproduct of coal combustion, thereby lowering the embodied energy and carbon footprint of concrete production" (EDGE User
Guide, Section 7.2:
Materials Efficiency Measures). Option B, fly ash concrete, directly aligns with this measure, as it reduces the need for high-energy
cement production. Option A (external shading) impacts energy by reducing cooling loads but does not directly address embodied
energy: "External shading reduces operational energy use but does not contribute to embodied energy savings unless the shading
materials themselves are low-impact, which is not specified in EDGE" (EDGE User Guide, Section 3.5: Passive Design Strategies).
Option C (occupancy sensors) is an energy efficiency measure for lighting, not materials: "Occupancy sensors reduce lighting energy
use but have no direct impact on embodied energy in materials" (EDGE User Guide, Section
4.4: Lighting Efficiency Measures). Option D (low-flow shower heads) targets water efficiency, not materials:
"Low-flow shower heads reduce water consumption, but their embodied energy impact is minimal and not a focus of EDGE
materials measures" (EDGE User Guide, Section 5.2: Water Efficiency Measures). The EDGE MethodologyReport further



elaborates: "Fly ash concrete can reduce embodied energy by up to 20% compared to traditional concrete, making it a key measure
in EDGE for materials efficiency, especially in high-volume applications like hospitals or hotels" (EDGE Methodology Report
Version 2.0, Section 6.1:
Embodied Energy in Materials). Other materials measures in EDGE, such as using recycled steel or bamboo, are not listed among
the options, making fly ash concrete (Option B) the correct choice for reducing embodied energy.
Reference:EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 7.2: Materials Efficiency Measures, Section 3.5: Passive Design Strategies,
Section 4.4: Lighting Efficiency Measures, Section 5.2: Water Efficiency Measures; EDGE Methodology Report Version 2.0,
Section 6.1: Embodied Energy in Materials.

NEW QUESTION # 75 
A hotel developer is planning a project. The specifications are based on corporate design standards for water fittings, lighting,
heating, and air-conditioning. The EDGE Base Case will:

A. Be adapted to accommodate corporate specifications.
B. Be verified on a case-by-case basis for the hotel chain.
C. Not be suitable for certification of this project.
D. Use the local typical building practices or code.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The EDGE software's Base Case is a standardized benchmark that does not adjust to project-specific corporate standards but
reflects local norms. The EDGE User Guide states: "The Base Case in EDGE software is automatically generated based on local
typical building practices and, where applicable, national building codes for the selected typology and location. It does not
incorporate project-specific corporate standards or custom specifications, ensuring a consistent baseline for comparison" (EDGE
User Guide, Section 2.3: Using the EDGE App). In this scenario, the hotel developer's corporate design standards for water fittings,
lighting, heating, and air-conditioning are specific to the project, but the EDGE Base Case will still use local typical practices or
codes (Option C). Option A is incorrect, as the project can still be certified using the standard Base Case. Option B is wrong
because the Base Case does not adapt to corporate specifications. Option D is also incorrect, as the Base Case is not verified on a
case-by-case basis for specific hotel chains but is standardized for the region and typology.
Reference:EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 2.3: Using the EDGE App; EDGE Methodology Report Version 2.0, Section
3.1: Base Case Determination.

NEW QUESTION # 76 
Ceiling fans are an efficient way to increase air movement and therefore thermal comfort. Which of the following forms part of the
evidence to demonstrate compliance at the design stage?

A. Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) assessment of all habitable spaces
B. Manufacturer's data sheet of the ceiling fans
C. Purchase receipts of the ceiling fans
D. Photographs of the installed ceiling fans

Answer: B

Explanation:
At the design stage (Preliminary Certification), EDGE requires specific documentation to verify that proposed measures, such as
ceiling fans, will be implemented as claimed. The EDGE Certification Protocol specifies:
"For measures like ceiling fans at the design stage, the Client must provide evidence such as manufacturer's data sheets that detail the
make, model, and specifications (e.g., power rating, air movement capacity) to confirm the fans meet the efficiency criteria for
improving thermal comfort" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.2: Audit Requirements). Option C, manufacturer's data sheet of
the ceiling fans, aligns with this requirement, as it provides the necessary specifications for verification. Option A (photographs of
installed ceiling fans) is relevant at the post-construction stage, not design: "Photographs are required at the post- construction stage
to confirm installation, not at the design stage" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.4:
Post-Construction Requirements). Option B (CFD assessment) is not required, as EDGE uses simplified calculations: "EDGE does
not require CFD assessments for air movement; fan specifications suffice for design-stage verification" (EDGE Methodology Report
Version 2.0, Section 5.5: Thermal Comfort Measures). Option D (purchase receipts) is also a post-construction requirement:
"Purchase receipts verify installation, not design intent" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements).
Thus, the manufacturer's data sheet (Option C) is the correct evidence at the design stage.
Reference:EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.2: Audit Requirements, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements; EDGE



Methodology Report Version 2.0, Section 5.5: Thermal Comfort Measures.

NEW QUESTION # 77 
The Client informs an EDGE Auditor that a key member of the design team has resigned. The Client requests the Auditor to take the
member's place for the remainder of the project's design development as it would provide the Auditor an opportunity to identify
suitable green building measures, making audit tasks much simpler. What should the EDGE Auditor do?

A. Accept the additional commission on the basis that this will save the Client time and money, and would reduce the volume
of work required for the audit.
B. Refer the Client to an associate within the organization who will be working with the Auditor on the EDGE audit, since the
Auditor organization has spare capacity.
C. Refer the Client to an associate within the organization who works in another department, but is qualified and available to
carry out the work.
D. Resign from the audit role on the basis that its position has been compromised by this direct approach by the Client.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The EDGE framework strictly prohibits Auditors from engaging in roles that could compromise their independence, such as
providing design consultancy on the same project they are auditing. The EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols address this scenario
explicitly: "An EDGE Auditor must not accept any role in the design development of a project they are auditing, as this creates a
conflict of interest by blurring the lines between consultancy and independent verification. If the Client requests the Auditor to take
on a design role, the Auditor should decline and may refer the Client to another qualified professional who is not involved in the audit
process" (EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of Interest). Option B, refer the Client to an associate within
the organization who works in another department, but is qualified and available to carry out the work, aligns with this guidance, as it
maintains the Auditor's independence while helping the Client find a suitable replacement. Option A (resign from the audit role) is an
overreaction, as the request itself does not compromise the Auditor's position unless accepted: "The Auditor is not required to resign
unless they have already engaged in a conflicting role, which can be avoided by declining the request" (EDGE Expert and Auditor
Protocols, Section 4.1: Audit Process). Option C (accept the additional commission) is unethical, as it violates conflict-of-interest
rules: "Accepting a design role on a project being audited undermines the Auditor's impartiality, as they would be auditing theirown
work, which is strictly prohibited" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.1: Certification Process). Option D (refer the Client to an
associate working with the Auditor on the EDGE audit) is also incorrect, as this associate is already involved in the audit, creating a
potential conflict: "Referring the Client to someone involved in the same audit does not resolve the conflict of interest, as the audit
team must remain independent from design activities" (EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of Interest). The
EDGE User Guide reinforces this principle: "Auditors must maintain strict separation from design roles to ensure an unbiased audit,
and should assist the Client by referring them to independent professionals if needed" (EDGE User Guide, Section 6.5:
Working with EDGE Auditors). Thus, referring the Client to a qualified associate in another department (Option B) is the correct
action.
Reference:EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 2.3: Conflict of Interest, Section 4.1: Audit Process; EDGE Certification
Protocol, Section 3.1: Certification Process; EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 6.5:
Working with EDGE Auditors.
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......
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