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IDFX SAMPLE EXAM 2024 WITH QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

which of the following should the interior designer cite to support the
inclusion of a large expanse of glass in a new office design?

a. design theory

b. factual evidence

c. gestalt psychology

d. programming concepts -  ANSWER factual evidence

MOST peaple in the united states typically conduct business and
relate to strangers at a distance of between

a. 1.5 ftand 4 ft (450 mm and 1200 mm)
b. 4 ft and 12 ft (1200 mm and 3700 mm)
c. 7 ftand 18 ft (2100 mm and 5500 mm)

d. 12 ft and 25 ft (3700 mm and 7500 mm) - ANSWER 4ftand12ft
{1200 mm and 3700 mm}

Question 3. Graphic - ANSWER Question 3. Graphic.

Which of the following is the MOST difficult to adopt into a general
theory of design?

a. Environmental design research

b. functionality

c. histaric precedent

d. perception theory - ANSWER Environmental design research

Which of the following design principles would MOST appropriately
govern the design of a hotel lobby?
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NEW QUESTION # 111
‘Which thick-set method would produce the BEST bond for installing tile on an uneven subfloor?

A. Wire mesh reinforcement of the mortar bed
B. An extra thick layer of adhesive

C. Additional grout

D. A mesh substrate with membrane backing

Answer: A

Explanation:

Installing tile on an uneven subfloor requires a method that ensures a strong bond and a level surface. The thick-set method involves
using a mortar bed to create a stable base for the tile. Wire mesh reinforcement of the mortar bed (Option D) is the best method
because the wire mesh strengthens the mortar, helping it adhere to the uneven subfloor and providing a durable, levelsurface for the
tile. This method is commonly used in commercial and high-traffic areas for its reliability. Option A (additional grout) is incorrect, as
grout fills joints between tiles, not the subfloor bond. Option B (extra thick layer of adhesive) can lead to uneven drying and
cracking. Option C (mesh substrate with membrane backing) is more for waterproofing or crack isolation, not for leveling an uneven
subfloor.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on material installation methods.

Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "For uneven subfloors, the thick-set method with wire mesh
reinforcement of the mortar bed provides the best bond and stability for tile installation." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum covers
installation methods for flooring, emphasizing the thick-set method with wire mesh for uneven surfaces to ensure a strong, lasting
bond.

Objectives:

* Specify appropriate installation methods for flooring (IDFX Objective: Material Selection and Specification).

NEW QUESTION # 112
Products which have a reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared to competing products are

¢ A. Carbon neutral products
¢ B. Environmentally preferable products
¢ C. Rapidly renewable products

Answer: B

Explanation:

Sustamnability in interior design involves specifying products that minimize negative impacts on human health and the environment. The
NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and sustainability standards (e.g., fromthe U.S.

Green Building Council [USGBC] and LEED) define key terms related to environmentally responsible products.

* A. Carbon neutral products: Carbon neutral products are produced with no net increase in greenhouse gas emissions, either
through emission-free production or offsets. While this reduces environmental impact in terns of climate change, it does not
necessarily address broader impacts on human health (e.

g, indoor air quality) or other environmental factors (e.g., resource depletion).

* B. Rapidly renewable products: Rapidly renewable products are made from materials that regenerate quickly (e.g., bamboo, cork,
with a growth cycle of 10 years or less). While they reduce environmental impact by mmnimizing resource depletion, they do not
necessarily address human health impacts, such as emissions or toxicity.

* C. Environmentally preferable products: Environmentally preferable products (EPPs) aredefined as products that have a reduced
effect on human health and the environment compared to competing products serving the same purpose. This includes factors like
low emiissions (e.g., low VOC:s for better indoor air quality), reduced toxicity, energy efficiency, and sustainable sourcing, EPPs
encompass a broad range of criteria, making them the most comprehensive match for the question's description.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual uses the term "environmentally preferable products” to describe products that are better for
both human health and the environment, aligning with LEED credits (e.g., MR Credit: Environmentally Preferable Products) that
prioritize holistic sustainability.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 9: Sustainable Design): "Environmentally preferable products are those that
have a reduced effect on human health and the environment compared to competing products, considering factors like emissions,
toxicity, and resource use." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that environmentally preferable products are defined by their reduced impact on



both human health (e.g., through low emissions and non-toxic materials) and the environment (e.g., through sustainable sourcing and
energy efficiency). This broad definition encompasses more specific terms like carbon neutral or rapidly renewable, making it the
best fit for the question.

Objectives:

* Understand key sustainability terms in interior design.

* Identify products that minimize impacts on human health and the environment.

NEW QUESTION # 113
A client has purchased two art pieces to mount in their main conference room. What would be the most appropriate type of lighting

to specify?

A. Recessed

B. Fluorescent strip
C. Wall washer

D. Wall sconce

Answer: C

Explanation:

Lighting for art pieces in a conference room should highlight the artwork effectively, ensuring even illumination without glare or
damage to the pieces. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and lighting design standards (e.g,, from the [lluminating Engneering
Society [IES]) provide guidance on selecting lighting types for specific applications, such as illuminating artwork.

* A. Recessed: Recessed lighting (e.g,, can lights) is typically used for general ambient lighting in a space. While adjustable recessed
lights can be directed toward artwork, they often create a focused beam that may cause uneven illumination or hot spots on the art,
and they are not the most appropriate choice for highlighting art pieces.

* B. Wall sconce: Wall sconces are decorative fixtures mounted on the wall, often used for ambient or accent lighting, While they
can provide a soft glow, they are not ideal for illuminating art, as their light distribution is typically limited and may not evenly cover
the artwork. Additionally, sconces may create glare if positioned incorrectly.

* C. Wall washer: Wall washers are fixtures designed to provide even, diffused light across a vertical surface, such as a wall. They
are ideal for illuminating art pieces because they create a uniform wash of light that highlights the artwork without hot spots or glare.
Wall washerscan be mounted above the art (e.g., on the ceiling or a track) to evenly illumnate the pieces, making them the most
appropriate choice for this application in a conference room

* D. Fluorescent strip: Fluorescent strip lighting is typically used for general or task lighting (e.g., under cabinets or in utility spaces).
It is not suitable for illuminating art, as it can produce harsh, uneven light and may emit UV radiation that can damage artwork over
time. Additionally, fluorescent lighting often has poor color rendering, which can distort the appearance of the art.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual recommends wall washers for illuminating artwork, as they provide even, glare-free light that
enhances the visual impact of the pieces while protecting them from damage. This aligns with IES guidelines for museum and gallery
lighting, which are applicable to conference room settings where art is displayed.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 8: Environmental Control Systems): "Wall washers are the most appropriate
type of lighting for illuminating art pieces, as they provide even, diffused light across the artwork, minimizing glare and enhancing
visibility." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that wall washers are designed to evenly illuminate vertical surfaces, making them
ideal for highlighting art pieces. They ensure uniform light distribution, reduce glare, and protect the artwork from damage, making
them the best choice for a conference room setting compared to recessed, sconce, or fluorescent strip lighting,

Objectives:

* Understand the application of different lighting types in interior design.

* Select appropriate lighting to highlight artwork in a conference room

NEW QUESTION # 114
What factors determine the MAXIMUM allowable travel distance to an exit?

A. Corridor width and occupant load

B. Occupant load and construction type

C. Sprinkler protection and occupancy classification

D. Construction type and total square feet [square meters]

Answer: C



Explanation:

The maximum allowable travel distance to an exit is a life safety requirement defined by the International Building Code (IBC) to
ensure occupants can evacuate safely during an emergency. This distance is determined by two primary factors: sprinkler protection
(whether the building has a sprinkler system) and occupancy classification (e.g., assembly, business, residential). Sprinkler protection
can increase the allowable travel distance because it enhances fire suppression, giving occupants more time to evacuate.

Occupancy classification affects the distance based on the risk level and typical occupant behavior (e.g., assembly spaces have
shorter distances due to higher occupant loads). Option A (corridor width and occupant load) affects egress width, not travel
distance. Option B (occupant load and construction type) is partially correct, but construction type is secondary to sprinkler
protection. Option D (construction type and total square feet) is unrelated to travel distance.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on life safety codes.

Exact Extract:.TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences IBC standards, stating, "The maximum allowable travel distance to an
exit is determined by sprinkler protection and occupancy classification, as these factors directly impact evacuation safety." The
NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires knowledge of IBC life safety requirements, with sprinkler protection and occupancy classification
being the key determinants of travel distance to exits.

Objectives:

* Understand life safety requirements for egress (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 115
Which of the following should be considered when developing a bubble diagram?

A. Occupancy use group

B. Corridor mmnimum width

C. Solar orientation of the building
D. Zoning constraints

Answer: D

Explanation:

A bubble diagram is a conceptual tool used in the early stages of the design process to explore spatial relationships and adjacencies
between different areas of a project. It is typically created during the programming or schematic design phase to help designers
understand how spaces should be organized based on functional needs and constraints. According to NCIDQ Interior Design
Fundamentals, the primary focus of a bubble diagram is to establish relationships between spaces, considering factors that influence
the overall layout at a high level.

* A. Zoning constraints: Zoning constraints are critical during the early stages of design because they dictate how spaces can be used
based on local regulations, building codes, and zoning laws. For example, zoning may restrict certain areas to residential,
commercial, or mixed-use, which directly impacts the arrangement of spaces in a bubble diagram. This makes zoning constraints a
key consideration when developing a bubble diagram, as they set the foundational parameters for spatial organization.

* B. Occupancy use group: While occupancy use group (e.g., as defined by the IBC) is important for determining code requirements
like egress and fire safety, it is more relevant during later stages of design, such as space planning or code compliance, rather than
the conceptual stage of a bubble diagram.

* C. Corridor minimum width: Corridor widths are a detailed design consideration that comes into play during space planning or
construction documentation, not during the high-level conceptual phase of a bubble diagram.

* D. Solar orientation of the building; Solar orientation can influence design decisions, such as the placement of windows or energy
efficiency, but it is not a primary consideration during the bubble diagram phase, which focuses on functional relationships rather than
environmental factors.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that bubble diagrams are used to explore "functional relationships and
adjacencies," and external constraints like zoning must be considered to ensure the diagram aligns with legal and regulatory
requirements.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is A, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual, which highlights
the importance of zoning constraints in early design phases.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 3: Programming and Space Planning): "During the programming phase,
designers must consider external constraints such as zoning regulations, which impact the feasibility of spatial arrangements in
conceptual diagrans like bubble diagrans." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that bubble diagrams are part of the programming and schematic design process,
where the designer identifies key constramts that affect the project. Zoning constraints are explicitly mentioned as a factor that must
be considered to ensure the design aligns with local regulations, making this the most relevant choice for developing a bubble

diagram



Objectives:
* Understand the purpose and application of bubble diagrams in the design process.
* Identify external factors, such as zoning constraints, that influence early-stage design decisions.

NEW QUESTION # 116
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