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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q98-Q103):
NEW QUESTION # 98 
A high-profile executive's workstation shows suspicious activity detected by Cortex XDR's User and Entity Behavior Analytics
(UEBA). The activity includes: 1) Login from an unusual geolocation for the user, 2) Accessing sensitive files on a SharePoint site the
user rarely interacts with, and 3) Attempting to download a large amount of data to a personal cloud storage service. No direct
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malware alerts were triggered. Which of the following statements accurately describes how Cortex XDR's UEBA component
synthesizes these disparate 'events of interest' to generate a high-fidelity alert, and what underlying principle makes this possible?

A. UEBA relies primarily on threat intelligence feeds to identify if the geolocations or SharePoint site URLs are known
malicious indicators.
B. UEBA uses a predefined rule engine to check if the combined activities match a 'compromised account' signature.
C. UEBA employs unsupervised machine learning to establish a baseline of the user's normal behavior across various data
sources, then flags deviations from this learned baseline as anomalies, escalating their risk score based on context and
severity.
D. UEBA performs deep packet inspection on all network traffic to identify encrypted command and control channels
associated with the data exfiltration.
E. UEBA requires manual configuration of 'watchlists' for high-value users, and these activities are matched against the
watchlist criteria.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Cortex XDRs UEBA capability is fundamentally driven by machine learning, specifically unsupervised learning, to build dynamic
baselines of user and entity behavior. It profiles what is 'normal' for a given user (login patterns, accessed resources, data transfer
habits, etc.). When observed activities (unusual geolocation, accessing rarely used sensitive files, exfiltrating data to personal cloud)
deviate significantly from this established baseline, they are identified as anomalies. The system then correlates these individual
anomalies, aggregates their risk scores, and contextualizes them to generate a high-fidelity alert for potential account compromise or
insider threat. This approach is superior to static rules or threat intelligence alone as it adapts to dynamic environments and detects
novel threats without prior knowledge of specific attack patterns.

NEW QUESTION # 99 
A new zero-day exploit targeting a popular web server application has been announced. Your organization uses Cortex XDR. As a
proactive measure, your team wants to ensure that any attempts to exploit this vulnerability are immediately detected and
remediated. Given the novelty of the threat, standard signature-based detections might not be sufficient. Which Cortex XDR
detection capabilities would you primarily rely on to identify and prevent such an attack, and why?

A. Signature-based malware protection and WildFire analysis, as these provide the quickest initial detection of known exploit
payloads.
B. Network Traffic Analysis (NTA) for abnormal outbound connections, combined with manual log review on the web
server.
C. IOC-based scanning, by manually adding the known malicious hashes and IP addresses associated with the exploit to
Cortex XDR.
D. Cloud-based threat intelligence feeds exclusively, assuming that new zero-day information will be immediately integrated
and disseminated.
E. Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP) and Exploit Protection modules, as they focus on identifying the techniques and
outcomes of exploitation rather than specific signatures.

Answer: E

Explanation:
For a zero-day exploit, signature-based methods (A) are inherently ineffective until a signature is developed. IOC-based scanning
(C) is reactive and requires prior knowledge of specific IOCs, which are often unavailable for zero-days. Cloud threat intelligence
(D) is beneficial but relies on the vendor's update speed. Network traffic analysis (E) is important but doesn't prevent the initial
exploit. Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP) and Exploit Protection (B) are designed to detect and prevent unknown threats by
focusing on the underlying malicious behaviors, techniques, and memory/process-level exploitation attempts, making them ideal for
zero-day scenarios.

NEW QUESTION # 100 
A Palo Alto Networks security analyst is investigating a suspected advanced persistent threat (APT) campaign targeting the
organization. The latest threat intelligence report indicates that the APT group leverages obfuscated PowerShell scripts for lateral
movement and Cobalt Strike beacons for C2. Given this context, which of the following Cortex XDR queries, combining process
execution, network activity, and threat intelligence insights, would be most effective in identifying compromised endpoints exhibiting
these behaviors?



A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 

Answer: E

Explanation:
This question assesses the ability to construct sophisticated Cortex XDR queries leveraging threat intelligence (External Dynamic
Lists) and correlating different event types (process and network).
Option E is the most comprehensive and effective: It first identifies suspicious PowerShell executions ('process_name contains
"powershell" and command_line contains "-EncodedCommand"'). Then, it uses a 'join' (implicitly via 'match_guid' or explicit 'join' on
'host_id' and if available) to correlate these processes with network connections to known Cobalt Strike C2s, which are dynamically
updated via an This precisely matches the threat intelligence profile (obfuscated PowerShell + Cobalt Strike C2).
Let's break down why other options are less optimal:
*A: Too generic. While it looks for PowerShell and network connections, it doesn't incorporate specific threat intelligence for Cobalt
Strike C2s, nor does it guarantee the network connection is from the PowerShell process.
*B: This syntax is incorrect for combining two filter statements in Cortex XDR directly for a join on 'process_guid' across different
event types in a single query. It attempts to filter network connections by process name which isn't always accurate.
*C: Similar to B, the 'join' syntax is problematic for directly correlating events from two separate filtered datasets in a single XDR
query in this manner. It also filters = 80 or 443' which are common ports and not specific to Cobalt Strike without the IP context.
*D: Relies on a pre-existing While correlation rules are powerful, the question asks for constructing a query. This option doesn't
demonstrate the construction of the query leveraging threat intelligence.

NEW QUESTION # 101 
An organization is migrating its security operations to a cloud-native environment, leveraging Palo Alto Networks Prisma Cloud for
security posture management and cloud workload protection. Incident response requires adapting existing on-premise prioritization
schemes. Which of the following factors becomes SIGNIFICANTLY more impactful for incident prioritization in a cloud-native
context compared to traditional on-premise environments?

A. The brand of the underlying hardware vendor. Cloud abstracts hardware, making this irrelevant.
B. The patching cycle of the operating system. While important, patching is often automated or managed differently in cloud,
and other cloud-specific factors take precedence.
C. The organizational unit responsible for the application. While important, this is a consistent factor.
D. The specific cloud service (e.g., S3 bucket, Lambda function, Kubernetes pod) involved and its configured IAM
permissions. Misconfigurations or compromises of these can have rapid, widespread impact.
E. The physical location of the server hosting the affected application. This is less relevant in cloud as physical location is
abstracted.

Answer: D

Explanation:
In a cloud-native environment, the specific cloud service and its IAM (Identity and Access Management) permissions are paramount
for incident prioritization. A misconfigured S3 bucket with public access, a compromised Lambda function with excessive
permissions, or a vulnerable Kubernetes pod could lead to rapid data exposure, privilege escalation, or resource abuse, often with
broader and faster impact than traditional on-premise incidents. The blast radius and potential for lateral movement are heavily
influenced by cloud service configurations and IAM. This makes understanding and prioritizing based on these factors critical.

NEW QUESTION # 102 
A Palo Alto Networks customer is using Cortex XSOAR for Security Orchestration, Automation, and Response. A new critical
vulnerability (CVE-2023-XXXX) with active exploits has been published. The CISO wants to understand how 'AI' (beyond just
'ML') in XSOAR can accelerate the response, specifically in generating a comprehensive incident response plan and automatically
enriching indicators of compromise (IOCs). Which of the following best describes this AI capability?

A. The AI component in XSOAR can leverage Natural Language Understanding (NLU) to parse the vulnerability description,
threat intelligence feeds, and internal knowledge bases to dynamically construct a tailored incident response playbook and
automatically query external sources (e.g., VirusTotal, Passive DNS) for relevant IOCs, understanding their context and
relationships. This involves symbolic AI and knowledge representation.



B. XSOAR's ML models can identify similar past incidents and suggest playbooks based on historical resolution data, which
is an advanced ML feature.
C. The AI in XSOAR allows for real-time correlation of alerts from various security tools and automatically de-duplicates
them, which improves analyst efficiency.
D. XSOAR's ML capabilities include predictive analytics to forecast the likelihood of successful exploitation, allowing for pre-
emptive patching.
E. XSOAR's AI uses reinforcement learning to determine the optimal sequence of actions for patching and containment,
minimizing downtime based on real-time network conditions.

Answer: A

Explanation:
This scenario focuses on dynamic playbook generation and intelligent IOC enrichment based on newly published threat information,
which requires more than just pattern recognition (ML). Option B accurately describes how AI, specifically leveraging NLU and
potentially symbolic AI for knowledge representation and reasoning, can process unstructured text data (vulnerability descriptions,
threat intel) to understand context, relationships, and implications. This enables the system to intelligently build a tailored response
plan and proactively enrich IOCs by understanding what types of information are relevant and where to find them, going beyond
simple lookups or rule-based automation. Options A, D, and E describe valuable ML or automation features, but they don't fully
capture the 'understanding' and 'dynamic generation' aspect of AI described. Option C describes a different AI paradigm
(reinforcement learning) for response optimization, not plan generation and IOC enrichment from textual data.

NEW QUESTION # 103
......
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