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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM-Engineer Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VMs, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.
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Topic 2

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VMs, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.

Topic 3

Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.

Topic 4

Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q44-Q49):
NEW QUESTION # 44 

A. Option C
B. Option E
C. Option D
D. Option A
E. Option B

Answer: E

NEW QUESTION # 45 
A financial institution uses XSIAM and has a critical requirement to detect potential ransomware activities with high fidelity. They've
observed that existing rules often trigger on legitimate large file operations or backup processes. The CISO demands a robust
correlation rule that identifies suspicious file encryption attempts, specifically looking for rapid encryption of multiple unique file types
by a process not on a whitelist, followed by an attempt to contact a known C2 server. Which of the following XSIAM rule
configurations (or combination of configurations) best meets this requirement?



A. Option C
B. Option B
C. Option E
D. Option D
E. Option A

Answer: A

Explanation:
Option C is the most comprehensive and effective approach. While A and B are good individual rules, a multi-stage correlation is
superior for complex, sequential threat chains like ransomware. A ransomware attack typically involves initial activity (like
encryption) followed by C2 communication, or vice versa (C2 communication to download payload, then encryption). Using
XSIAM's capability to correlate 'alert' events (from an initial detection rule) with subsequent events or alerts from another rule allows
for a highly granular and high-fidelity detection of the entire attack kill chain. Option D is not how XSIAM correlation rules are
structured for sequential events across different log types. Option E is a valid long-term strategy but doesn't directly answer how to
implement a specific, high-fidelity correlation rule with traditional methods, which is what the question asks for.

NEW QUESTION # 46 
A critical infrastructure organization is deploying Palo Alto Networks XSIAM in an air-gapped environment with no internet
connectivity. This mandates that all software updates, threat intelligence feeds, and content packs must be delivered offline. From a
hardware perspective, what unique requirements arise, and what solution would be most effective?

A. Configuring a one-way data diode to securely transfer update packages from a connected network segment into the air-
gapped XSIAM environment.
B. Implementing a secure, high-capacity portable storage device (e.g., hardened SSDs) for periodic manual transfer of large
update files and threat intelligence to the air-gapped network.
C. Designing the XSIAM cluster with redundant power supplies and network interfaces, as air-gapped environments are
inherently more prone to hardware failures due to limited access.
D. Utilizing specialized 'ruggedized' server hardware designed for harsh environments, as air-gapped data centers often lack
standard climate control.
E. Provisioning a dedicated, physically isolated server to act as an internal update proxy, which is manually updated via USB
drives and distributes content to XSIAM nodes.

Answer: A,B

Explanation:
In an air-gapped environment, the primary challenge for hardware is the secure and efficient transfer of data (updates, threat intel)
into the isolated network. A secure, high-capacity portable storage device (B) is a common and practical method for manual transfer
of large files. For more automated, yet strictly one-way, transfer, a data diode (E) is the ideal hardware solution to maintain the air
gap while allowing essential information to flow in. While a dedicated internal proxy (A) might exist, the question asks about
hardware requirements and the most effective solution for the transfer itself. Redundancy (C) and ruggedized hardware (D) are good
practices for critical infrastructure but are not unique to air- gapped environments in the context of getting data in.

NEW QUESTION # 47 
While using the remote repository on a Development XSIAM tenant, which two objects can be pushed or pulled to the remote
repository? (Choose two.)

A. Layouts



B. Scripts
C. Parsing rules
D. iLists

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
When working with a remote repository on a Development XSIAM tenant, Scripts and Lists can be pushed or pulled. These
objects are version-controlled and portable across environments for development and deployment.

NEW QUESTION # 48 
A company is migrating from a traditional SIEM to XSIAM. They have a legacy application that generates logs in a highly
customized, non-standard XML format, and the application's development team is no longer available to modify its logging
mechanism. The logs are critical for compliance and incident forensics. What is the most effective strategy to ensure these logs are
ingested into XSIAM with proper normalization and enrichment for analysis?

A. Manually create AQL parsing rules within XSIAM for the XML logs, iterating on them as new log patterns emerge.
B. Utilize a commercial log parser or ETL tool (e.g., Splunk's Heavy Forwarder, Logstash with XML filter) as an
intermediary to convert the XML into a standard format before forwarding to XSIAM.
C. Upload the raw XML files periodically to an S3 bucket and configure XSIAM to ingest them, relying on XSIAM's out-of-
the-box machine learning for parsing.
D. Develop a custom Python script using the
E. Decommission the legacy application, as its logs cannot be efficiently integrated into XSIAM.

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
Both A and B are viable and effective strategies. A custom Python script (A) offers maximum flexibility and control for complex
transformations of XML into a XSlAM-compatible format like JSON or CEF, which can then be ingested. A commercial ETL tool
(B) can provide a more managed and potentially faster solution for complex parsing and transformation if available and within
budget, often with built-in features for handling various data formats. Option C is unreliable for complex, custom XML. Option D is
highly inefficient and not scalable for dynamic logs. Option E is not a practical solution for critical compliance/forensic data.

NEW QUESTION # 49
......
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