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Cloud Security Alliance Certificate of Cloud Security Knowledge v5
(CCSKv5.0) Sample Questions (Q203-Q208):
NEW QUESTION # 203 
Which of the following best describes the role of program frameworks in defining security components and technical controls?

A. Program frameworks help organize overarching security policies and objectives
B. Program frameworks focus on implementing specific security technologies
C. Program frameworks primarily define compliance requirements for regulations
D. Program frameworks evaluate the performance of individual security tools

Answer: A

Explanation:
Program frameworksplay a critical role in cloud security by helping toorganize overarching security policies and objectives.
Frameworks suchas NIST CSF, ISO 27001, or the CSA Cloud Controls Matrix (CCM) provide structured guidance for defining
security components, aligning technical controls with business objectives, and ensuring a comprehensive security program.
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From theCCSK v5.0 Study Guide, Domain 3 (Governance and Enterprise Risk Management), Section 3.2:
"Program frameworks, such as the CSA CCM or NIST Cybersecurity Framework, provide a structured approach to organizing
security policies, objectives, and technical controls. These frameworks help organizations align their security programs with business
goals and ensure comprehensive coverage of security requirements." Option C (Program frameworks help organize overarching
security policies and objectives) is the correct answer.
Option A (Evaluate the performance of individual security tools) is incorrect because frameworks focus on strategy, not tool
performance.
Option B (Focus on implementing specific security technologies) is incorrect because frameworks guide policy, not technology
implementation.
Option D (Primarily define compliance requirements) is incorrect because compliance is a subset of framework objectives, not the
primary role.
Reference:
CCSK v5.0 Study Guide, Domain 3, Section 3.2: Security Program Frameworks.

NEW QUESTION # 204 
Which tool is most effective for ensuring compliance and identifying misconfigurations in cloud management planes?

A. Cloud Detection and Response (CDR)
B. Cloud Security Posture Management (CSPM)
C. Data Security Posture Management (DSPM)
D. SaaS Security Posture Management (SSPM)

Answer: B

Explanation:
The correct answer is D. Cloud Security Posture Management (CSPM).
Cloud Security Posture Management (CSPM) is a comprehensive tool designed to identify and remediate misconfigurations and
compliance violations in cloud management planes. It helps organizations maintain secure and compliant cloud environments by
continuously monitoring configurations against industry standards and best practices.
Key Functions of CSPM:
* Configuration Management: Identifies misconfigurations and alerts administrators to fix them.
* Compliance Monitoring: Continuously assesses cloud environments against compliance frameworks such as CIS, NIST, GDPR,
and others.
* Automated Remediation: Automatically fixes known configuration errors based on predefined policies.
* Visibility: Provides a comprehensive view of security and compliance risks across multi-cloud environments.
* Risk Assessment: Analyzes risks related to identity, data exposure, and network configurations.
Why CSPM is Most Effective:
Cloud environments are dynamic, and maintaining secure configurations is challenging. CSPM solutions like AWS Config, Azure
Security Center, and Google Cloud Security Command Center automate the process of checking for security policy violations and
configuration drift.
Why Other Options Are Incorrect:
* A. Data Security Posture Management (DSPM): Focuses on data security, data loss prevention, and data governance, rather than
configuration and compliance management.
* B. SaaS Security Posture Management (SSPM): Specifically targets SaaS applications, managing security settings and compliance
of cloud-based software rather than infrastructure.
* C. Cloud Detection and Response (CDR): Focuses on threat detection and incident response rather than configuration
management and compliance.
Real-World Example:
A CSPM tool like Palo Alto Prisma Cloud or AWS Config can automatically detect if IAM policies are overly permissive or if S3
buckets are publicly accessible, helping to maintain compliance and reduce attack surfaces.
References:
CSA Security Guidance v4.0, Domain 4: Compliance and Audit Management
Cloud Computing Security Risk Assessment (ENISA) - Cloud Security Monitoring Cloud Controls Matrix (CCM) v3.0.1 - Cloud
Configuration Management Domain

NEW QUESTION # 205 
What are the most important practices for reducing vulnerabilities in virtual machines (VMs) in a cloud environment?



A. Encryption for data at rest and software bill of materials
B. Network isolation and monitoring
C. Using secure base images, patch and configuration management
D. Disabling unnecessary VM services and using containers

Answer: C

Explanation:
To reduce vulnerabilities in virtual machines (VMs) in a cloud environment, it is critical to use secure base images that are free from
known vulnerabilities, ensure regular patching to fix any discovered security issues, and implement configuration management to
ensure that VMs are properly configured according to security best practices. This combination of practices ensures that VMs are
both secure from the start and remain secure over time as new vulnerabilities are discovered.
Disabling unnecessary VM services and using containers is a good security practice but does not directly address vulnerabilities in
VMs specifically. Encryption and SBOM is important for securing data and understanding dependencies but does not specifically
focus on reducing vulnerabilities in VMs. Network isolation and monitoring are key network security practices but do not directly
address the security of the VMs themselves.

NEW QUESTION # 206 
Which factor is typically considered in data classification?

A. Sensitivity of data
B. CI/CD step
C. Data controller
D. Storage capacity requirements

Answer: A

Explanation:
Data classificationis afundamental security practiceused toprotect sensitive informationbased onrisk, confidentiality, integrity, and
regulatory requirements.
Key Factors in Data Classification:
Data Sensitivity:
Organizations classify data based onhow sensitive it is:
Public(e.g., marketing material).
Internal Use Only(e.g., business plans).
Confidential(e.g., financial reports).
Restricted/Highly Confidential(e.g., personal healthcare records, credit card details).
Compliance & Legal Requirements:
Certain data types have strict compliance laws:
PII (Personally Identifiable Information) → GDPR, CCPA
Financial Data → PCI DSS
Healthcare Data → HIPAA
Cloud providers must ensure security policies align with compliance frameworks.
Impact on Security Controls:
Highly sensitive data requires encryption at rest and in transit.
Access control must be enforced with least privilege and IAM policies.
Risk Management:
Properdata classification helps organizations define security policiessuch as:
Retention policies(How long data should be stored?).
Backup and disaster recovery strategies.
This is outlined in:
CCSK v5 - Security Guidance v4.0, Domain 11 (Data Security and Encryption) Cloud Controls Matrix (CCM) - Data Security
and Data Classification Standards

NEW QUESTION # 207 
Which of the following encryption methods would be utilized when object storage is used as the back-end for an application?

A. Database encryption
B. Object encryption



C. Client/application encryption
D. Asymmetric encryption
E. Media encryption

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 208
......
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