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What kind of editor do you use to manipulate iFlows?
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A& #347
An interventional radiologist performs an abdominal paracentesis in his office utilizing ultrasonic imaging guidance to remove excess
fluid. What CPT coding is reported?

A0

B. 49082, 76942

C. 49083, 76942-26
D. 49082, 76942-26
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CPT code 49083 describes an abdominal paracentesis with imaging guidance, such as ultrasound. This code includes the imaging
guidance as part of the procedure, so it is not necessary to separately report the ultrasonic guidance.

Reference:

AMA's CPT Professional Edition (current year), Code 49083

EE #348

A 44-year-old female patient with chest pains had a CT of her chest that identified a mass in her left lower lung. The patient currently
has ovarian cancer with metastases to the liver. The radiologist suspects the cancer has spread to her lungs. The physician performed
an outpatient bronchoscopic biopsy and the pathology report documents the mass as a tumor of uncertain behavior.

What ICD-10-CM codes are reported for this patient?

A. C56.9,C78.7, C78.02
B. D38.1, C56.9, C78.7
C.R91.8,(C56.9, C78.7
D. C78.02, C22.9, C79.82

02
m

: C

HEE #349

A 42-year-old male is diagnosed with a left renal mass. Patient is placed under general anesthesia and in prone position. A
periumbilical incision is made, and a trocar inserted. A laparoscope is inserted and advanced to the operative site. The left kidney is
partially removed.

What CPT @ code is reported for this procedure?

A0
B. 1
C.2
D.3

HE: B

Y.

1. Procedure and CPTCode Selection:

The patient underwent a partial nephrectomy (removal of part of the left kidney) via a laparoscopic approach.

CPTCode 50543 is specifically used for a laparoscopic partial nephrectomy, which is an accurate description of this procedure.

2. Rationale for Excluding Other Options:

Code 50548 is used for a laparoscopic radical nephrectomy, which involves the complete removal of the kidney and surrounding
structures; therefore, it does not apply to this partial nephrectomy.

Code 50220 represents an open partial nephrectomy, not a laparoscopic approach, and is therefore incorrect for this procedure.
Code 50546 is for a laparoscopic radical nephrectomy with bilateral removal of kidneys, which is not applicable in this case where
only a partial removal of the left kidney was performed.

3. AAPC and CPTCoding Guidelines:

AAPC and CPTguidelines indicate that the use of 50543 is appropriate for any laparoscopic partial nephrectomy, regardless of the



laterality, and it specifically identifies laparoscopic technique over open surgery.
Therefore, based on CPTguidelines, the correct answer is C. 50543.

EE #350

A 45-year-old patient presents with right shoulder pain. The provider administers three trigger point injections in the trapezius muscle
and two in the pectoralis muscle.

What CPT coding is reported?

A. 20552 x5
B. 20552 x2
C.0
D. 1

HE: C

Y.

20552 = Injection(s); single or muiltiple trigger points, 1-2 muscles

Total muscles njected = 2 (trapezius + pectoralis)

Number of njections does not determine code selection-number of muscles does

EAE #351
(What is the medical term for the study of the kidney?)

A. Nephrology
B. Cardiology

C. Neurology

D. Endocrinology
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"Nephr/o" is the combining form meaningkidney, and "-logy" meansstudy of. Therefore,nephrologyis the medical specialty focused
on the kidneys-normal kidney function, kidney diseases, and their medical management. In CPC-style terminology questions, look
for the body-system root first (nephr = kidney) and then confirm the suffix. This differs fromurology, which is a surgical specialty
addressing the urinary tract and male reproductive system. Endocrinology relates to hormones and glands, neurology relates to the
nervous system, and cardiology relates to the heart. A quick word-building check helps avoid distractors:

nephrology = kidney; cardiology = heart; neurology = nerves/brain; endocrinology = endocrine glands. On the CPC exam,
recognizing common combining forms (nephr/o, ren/o) and suffix patterns (-logy, -itis, -ectomy) is a frequent testing strategy, so
anchoring on "nephr" reliably identifies the correct specialty.
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