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ISTQB CT-UT Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Basic Concepts: This section measures the skills of Usability Analysts and covers fundamental definitions
and ideas related to usability, user experience, and accessibility. It explains what usability means in terms of
effectiveness, efficiency, and satisfaction within software products. User experience concepts related to
emotions, perceptions, and responses before, during, and after use are included. It also addresses
accessibility, focusing on usage by people with diverse abilities.
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Topic 2

Usability and Accessibility Standards: This part addresses the knowledge required by Compliance Officers
regarding standards and guidelines that govern usability and accessibility. It introduces ISO standards like
ISO 9241-110 and ISO 9241-171, manufacturer guidelines from major platforms, and web accessibility
guidelines such as WCAG. It also touches on legislation relevant to accessibility requirements, such as the
UK Equality Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Topic 3

Selecting Appropriate Methods: This domain helps Test Managers make decisions on which usability
evaluation methods to apply depending on project context, resources, and maturity. It discusses criteria for
selecting usability, user experience, and accessibility evaluation methods suited to different stages of
development and organizational needs, including agile development scenarios.

Topic 4

Usability Testing: This section measures the practical knowledge of Usability Testers in planning,
conducting, analyzing, and reporting formal usability test sessions with users. It outlines test preparation
activities including writing test plans, test scripts, and tasks, as well as considerations for test locations and
pilot sessions. It explains how to moderate sessions, analyze findings, classify problems by severity, and
communicate results effectively to stakeholders.

Topic 5

User Surveys: This part assesses the ability of Usability Test Analysts to design and use surveys to gather
user feedback on software usability. It describes how to prepare user surveys, select appropriate
questionnaires, and analyze survey responses to measure user satisfaction and other quality attributes from
the user’s perspective.
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ISTQB Certified Tester Usability Tester Sample Questions (Q11-Q16):
NEW QUESTION # 11 
Which of the following statements best describe Rapid Iterative Testing and Evaluation?

A. Testing happens on a regular basis, e.g. each Monday
B. Testing is informal and many potential users can be accessed
C. Testing is quantitative
D. Testing focuses on instant redesigns and confirming made changes

Answer: D

Explanation:
Rapid Iterative Testing and Evaluation (RITE) is a usability method in which usability issues are identified and addressed in short
cycles. Unlike traditional usability testing, RITE allows for immediate redesigns and retesting of the improved version within the same
study. The goal is to refine the design quickly based on observed usability issues. Option A confuses scheduling with methodology, B
is too vague, and D inaccurately characterizes RITE as quantitative, while it is typically qualitative. Therefore, C accurately reflects
the purpose and approach of RITE.
References:
* Medlock et al. (2002). The RITE Method: A Rapid Iterative Testing and Evaluation Method
* Nielsen Norman Group: Rapid Iterative Testing
* Usability.gov: RITE Method Overview
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NEW QUESTION # 12 
A large customer complained that a business application developed by your company sometimes transfers the wrong amount of
money to clients, although there are no complaints of the actual users. The expected amount differs from the actually transferred
amount by a factor of 10 or 100. After analyzing the log files, you found out that the application itself works fine. The problem seems
to be caused by confusing text fields and labels for the decimal place, leading to user errors.
Which usability risk should be reasonably addressed for the next release?

A. Users buy the software product but repeatedly need to call support because they don't understand how to use it
B. Users won't buy or use the software product because it lacks effectiveness, efficiency or satisfaction
C. Increased liability through risk to financial loss caused by a poorly designed or deceptive user interface
D. Users resist using a software product which is essential for their daily work because it lacks usability

Answer: C

Explanation:
The scenario describes a situation where the interface misleads users into making serious financial mistakes due to poor design, such
as confusing decimal separators. Even though the system functions correctly, it facilitates critical user errors. This constitutes a major
usability risk with potential legal and financial consequences. Therefore, the correct risk to address is increased liability due to
financial loss caused by a poorly designed or deceptive interface (option D). The other options focus on usability-related
dissatisfaction, resistance, or lack of adoption, which are not the key concern in this scenario.
References:
ISO 9241-210:2019 - Risk Management in Usability Engineering
Nielsen Norman Group: Error Prevention in UI Design
IEEE 1028: Standard for Software Reviews and Risk-Based Usability
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 13 
You're redesigning the web shop of a customer and found out that they are using legacy web design techniques like HTML tables for
design matters, making the website hard to be operated using alternative input and output devices (e.g. screen readers).
Which kind of risk is most likely to occur?

A. Usability risk
B. User experience risk
C. Accessibility risk
D. There's no risk predictable

Answer: C

Explanation:
The use of HTML tables for layout instead of proper semantic HTML and responsive design violates accessibility guidelines,
particularly those defined in the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG).
Such a design makes it difficult or impossible for users relying on screen readers, keyboard navigation, or other assistive technologies
to interact effectively with the site. Therefore, this creates a significant accessibility risk, which is distinct from general usability or user
experience risks. Accessibility ensures inclusion of users with physical or cognitive impairments, making option B the correct choice.
References:
* W3C: Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1
* ISO 9241-171:2008 - Software Accessibility
* Usability.gov: Accessibility Guidelines
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 14 
Which of the following is a principal task of the usability test moderator role?

A. Create a survey plan
B. Define testing tasks
C. Log usability problems
D. Write a usability test plan

Answer: B



Explanation:
The usability test moderator plays a crucial role during the execution phase of a usability test. Their principal task is to facilitate the
test sessions by guiding participants through predefined testing tasks, observing behaviors, and ensuring that the test environment is
neutral and free from bias. Defining testing tasks, however, is primarily done during the test design phase by the usability test designer
or analyst, but the moderator ensures these tasks are clearly communicated and administered to participants during the session.
Logging usability problems (option B) is often done by observers or analysts reviewing session recordings or notes, not directly by
the moderator during live testing. Creating a survey plan (option C) and writing the usability test plan (option D) are preparatory
activities generally done before the test sessions and are not the moderator's main focus. Therefore, the principal role of the
moderator centers on conducting the sessions and managing task delivery effectively to obtain authentic user interaction with the
system under test.
References:
Usability.gov, Usability Testing Basics
Nielsen Norman Group, Moderating Usability Tests
ISO 9241-210:2019 Ergonomics of human-system interaction - Process for usability testing

NEW QUESTION # 15 
As an expert for usability, you're in charge of the usability part of the development of a business application for a large customer.
You have worked as a usability expert with the development team for two years and are operating well together; the developers
value your feedback and give their bests implementing your suggestions. The product is in an early stage, so there's only a
rudimentary prototype available.
Given this information, what is the best approach to verify the usability at the current stage?

A. Usability test in the lab
B. Unmoderated usability test
C. Usability review
D. Usability maturity assessment

Answer: C

Explanation:
At an early development stage where only a rudimentary prototype exists, a usability review (e.g., expert or heuristic review) is the
most effective method. It allows usability specialists to identify potential usability issues without the need for a fully functioning
product. Reviews can provide immediate, actionable feedback to guide design improvements before moving into more resource-
intensive usability testing. An unmoderated usability test (B) or lab test (D) may be impractical at this stage due to limited
interactivity. A usability maturity assessment (C) evaluates organizational processes and is not applicable to evaluating a specific
prototype.
References:
Nielsen Norman Group: When to Use Heuristic Evaluation
ISO 9241-210:2019 - Human-Centered Design Processes
Usability.gov: Usability Evaluation Types

NEW QUESTION # 16
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