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CIDQ IDPX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ Integration of Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment: This section of the exam measures the skills of a FF&E

Specialist and focuses on selecting and integrating furniture and equipment. It includes understanding
Topic 1 product types, code compliance, maintenance requirements, procurement, installation processes, and cost
estimation methods.

¢ Project Process, Roles, and Coordination: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Project Design
Manager and focuses on teamroles, stakeholder engagement, budgeting, project timelines, and

Topic 2 collaboration with allied professionals. It also includes managing deliverables, specifications, phased

construction, and conducting post-occupancy evaluations.

¢ Code Requirements, Laws, Standards, and Regulations: This section of the exam measures the skills of a

Regulatory Compliance Specialist and covers environmental regulations, accessibility standards, building
Topic 3 codes, and zoning laws. It also addresses understanding jurisdictional permit processes and legal
implications for design compliance.

¢ Project Assessment and Sustainability: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design
. Consultant and covers understanding and evaluating square footage standards, environmental and wellness
Topic 4 criteria, existing site conditions, and key project drivers such as client goals, culture, and budget.
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CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q96-Q101):

NEW QUESTION # 96
Which of'the following is often within a building's management office with the purpose of locating the building's smoke detection
devices?
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A. annunciator panel

B. fire alarm manual pull station
C. backup power panel

D. electric panel

Answer: A

Explanation:

An annunciator panel, per NFPA 72, is a centralized display in the building management office showing the location and status of
smoke detectors and fire alarms, aiding rapid response. An electric panel (A) controls power, not detection. A backup power panel
(C) supports emergency systems but doesn't locate devices. A manual pull station (D) activates alarms, not monitors them. The
annunciator panel (B) is designed for this purpose, making it the correct choice.

Verified Answer from Official Source:B - annunciator panel

"The annunciator panel, typically located in the management office, identifies the location of smoke detection devices per NFPA
standards." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ
references NFPA 72, noting the annunciator's role in fire safety management, critical for building operations and emergency
response.

Objectives:

* Understand fire safety systens (IDPX Objective 1.4).

NEW QUESTION # 97
Which drawings and information would be presented during the design development phase?

A. Finalized floor plans, 3-D drawings, and finish samples

B. Prelimmnary floor plan, elevations, and details

C. Bubble diagrams, scale models, and finish schedule

D. Criteria matrix, orthographic drawings, and blocking diagrams

Answer: A

Explanation:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of the design development phase, which involves refining the schematic
design into more detailed and finalized drawings and selections to prepare for the contract document phase.

* Option A (Preliminary floor plan, elevations, and details):Preliminary floor plans, elevations, and details are typically part of the
schematic design phase, not design development. In design development, these elements are further refined and finalized, not
preliminary.

* Option B (Bubble diagrans, scale models, and finish schedule):Bubble diagrams are used in the programming or early schematic
design phase to define spatial relationships, notin design development.

Scale models may be used but are not a primary deliverable, and a finish schedule is too detailed for this phase-it is typically finalized
in the contract document phase.

* Option C (Finalized floor plans, 3-D drawings, and finish samples):This is the correct choice.

During the design development phase, the designer presents finalized floor plans (refined from schematic design), 3-D drawings (to
commumnicate the spatial design to the client), and finish samples (to confirm material selections). These deliverables reflect the
phase's focus on finalizing the design and preparing for construction documents.

* Option D (Criteria matrix, orthographic drawings, and blocking diagrams):A criteria matrix and blocking diagrans are part of the
programming or schematic design phase, used to establish requirements and spatial layouts. Orthographic drawings (e.g., plans,
elevations) are developed throughout the process, but this option's combination with earlier-phase deliverables makes it incorrect.
Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on the design development phase and deliverables.

"In the design development phase, the designer presents finalized floor plans, 3-D drawings, and finish samples to communicate the
refined design intent and prepare for the contract document phase." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Design Development Section)
The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide specifies that finalized floor plans, 3-D drawings, and finish sanples are key deliverables during the
design development phase, as they refine the schematic design and prepare the client for the next phase. This aligns with Option C,
making it the correct answer.

Objectives:

* Understand deliverables in the design development phase (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Design Development).

* Apply design refinement to prepare for contract documents (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Contract Documents).

NEW QUESTION # 98



While visiting a job site, it is observed that the junction boxes for wall sconces are mounted at thewrong height. What should be
done?

A. Tell the electrical contractor on-site to move them and follow up with written documentation

B. Wait until construction has been conmpleted and then note the problem on the punch (deficiency) list
C. Notify the general contractor's superintendent on-site and follow up with written documentation

D. Issue a proposal request to the general contractor to verify the cost for having them relocated

Answer: C

Explanation:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's ability to address discrepancies during construction site visits.

When a designer observes an issue like junction boxes installed at the wrong height, immediate action is necessary to prevent further
errors, but it must follow proper protocol to maintain the chain of command and ensure documentation.

* Option A (Tell the electrical contractor on-site to move them and follow up with written documentation):While this option involves
taking action, the designer should not directly instruct the subcontractor (e.g., electrical contractor) to make changes, as this
bypasses the general contractor, who is responsible for managing all subcontractors. This could lead to miscommunication or
contractual issues.

* Option B (Issue a proposal request to the general contractor to verify the cost for having them relocated):A proposal request is
used to solicit cost estimates for potential changes in scope, but the junction boxes being at the wrong height is a correction of an
error, not a scope change. This option is inappropriate for addressing a construction error.

* Option C (Notify the general contractor's superintendent on-site and follow up with written documentation):This is the correct
choice. The designer should first notify the general contractor's superintendent, who is the on-site representative responsible for
overseeing all work and subcontractors.

This ensures proper communication within the chain of command. Following up with written documentation (e.g,, a field report or
RFI) formalizes the issue and ensures a record of the correction.

* Option D (Wait until construction has been completed and then note the problem on the punch (deficiency) list):Waiting until the
end of construction delays the correction, potentially leading to more costly rework (e.g,, if finishes are applied over the incorrect
Junction boxes). Addressing the issue immediately is more efficient and cost-effective.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on construction observation and communication protocols.
"When a discrepancy is observed on-site, the designer should notify the general contractor's superintendent immediately and follow
up with written documentation to ensure the issue is addressed promptly and recorded." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Construction
Administration Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide emphasizes the importance of following the chain of command by notifying
the general contractor's superintendent and documenting the issue in writing. This ensures that the correction is handled efficiently and
maintains clear communication, making Option C the correct action.

Objectives:

* Understand the designer's role in construction observation (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Construction Administration).

* Apply communication protocols to address on-site discrepancies (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Contract Administration).

NEW QUESTION # 99
‘What should be evaluated by the design team in advance of a project kickoff with clients and stakeholders?

¢ A. System performance and subcontractor availability
¢ B. Cost analysis and value engineering
e (. Site availability and schedule impacts

Answer: C

Explanation:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of pre-project planning and preparation. A project kickoff meeting with
clients and stakeholders sets the stage for the project, and the design team must evaluate critical factors in advance to ensure a
smooth start.

* Option A (Cost analysis and value engineering):Cost analysis and value engineering are important but typically occur later in the
design process, during schematic design or design development, not before the kickoff. These activities depend on a clearer
understanding of the project scope, which is often defined at the kickoff.

* Option B (Site availability and schedule impacts):This is the correct choice because evaluating site availability (e.g., access to the
site, existing conditions) and schedule impacts (e.g,, timelines, constraints) is critical before the kickoff. These factors affect the
project's feasibility, timeline, and coordnation with stakeholders, ensuring that the team can address potential issues early and set
realistic expectations.



* Option C (System performance and subcontractor availability):System performance (e.g., HVAC, lighting) and subcontractor
availability are more relevant during the design and construction phases, not before the kickoff. These details are too specific for the
initial planning stage.

Correction of Typographical Error:

The original question lists only three options (A, B, C) but the NCIDQ format typically includes four options (A, B, C, D). The
missing Option D does not affect the answer, as Option B is clearly the correct choice based on the given options. For
completeness, a potential Option D might be something like "Client budget and programming needs," which would also be relevant
but less critical than site and schedule considerations before the kickoff.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on project planning and preparation.

"Prior to a project kickoff, the design team should evaluate site availability and schedule impacts to identify potential constraints and
ensure alignment with project goals." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Project Planning Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide
emphasizes the importance of evaluating site availability and schedule impacts before the kickoff to identify constraints and set
realistic expectations with stakeholders. This preparation ensures a successful project start, making Option B the correct choice.
Objectives:

* Understand the importance of pre-project planning (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Planning).

* Apply preparation strategies to ensure project success (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).

NEW QUESTION # 100
Which are overhead expenses in a design business?

A. Rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non-billable support staff
B. Billable support staff; rent, advertising, loan payments, utilities, and msurance
C. Advertising, accounts payable, marketing, loan payments, utilities, and rent

D. Utilities, accounts receivable, taxes and licenses, insurance, and rent

Answer: A

Explanation:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of business operations, including the classification of expenses.
Overhead expenses in a design business are the ongoing costs required to operate the business that are not directly tied to a specific
project (i.e., not billable to a client).

* Option A (Rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non-billable support staff):This is the correct choice. These are all
overhead expenses because they are general operating costs: rent for the office, taxes and licenses to legally operate, insurance for
the business, advertising to attract clients, and non-billable support staff' (e.g., administrative staff not assigned to specific projects).
These costs are not directly attributable to a project and are part of the firm's general expenses.

* Option B (Advertising, accounts payable, marketing, loan payments, utilities, and rent):Accounts payable is not an expense
category; it is a liability (money owed). While advertising, marketing, utilities, and rent are overhead expenses, including accounts
payable makes this option incorrect. Loan payments may include interest (an overhead expense) and principal (not an expense), but
this is less clear-cut than Option A.

* Option C (Utilities, accounts receivable, taxes and licenses, insurance, and rent):Accounts receivable is not an expense; it is an
asset (money owed to the firm). While utilities, taxes and licenses, insurance, and rent are overhead expenses, the inclusion of
accounts receivable makes this option incorrect.

* Option D (Billable support staff, rent, advertising, loan payments, utilities, and insurance):

Billable support staffare a direct project expense, not an overhead expense, because their time is charged to specific projects. This
makes the option incorrect, even though the other itenrs are overhead expenses.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on professional practice and business operations.

"Overhead expenses in a design business include rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non- billable support staff; as
these costs are not directly attributable to a specific project.”" (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Professional Practice Section) The
NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide defines overhead expenses as general operating costs not tied to a specific project. Option A
accurately lists these expenses, including non-billable support staff; which distinguishes it from the other options that include incorrect
itemrs like accounts payable, accounts receivable, or billable staff.

Objectives:

* Understand the classification of business expenses in a design firm (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:

Professional Practice).

* Apply financial management principles to business operations (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).
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