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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q36-Q41):
NEW QUESTION # 36 
Describe 5 stages of the lifecycle of a group (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The lifecycle of a group is often described using Tuckman's Five Stages of Group Development. This model explains how groups
evolve over time, moving from initial formation to effective performance. The five stages are as follows:
1. Forming:
At this stage, the group is coming together for the first time. Members are polite, cautious, and uncertain of their roles. There is little
conflict, but people look to the leader for guidance. For example, a new procurement project team might be established to source a
new supplier. At this point, roles are unclear, and members rely on the manager to set objectives.
2. Storming:
As individuals begin to assert themselves, conflict often emerges. Differences in working styles, personalities, or priorities can lead to
tension. In procurement, this might involve disagreements between finance and operations about whether to prioritise cost savings or
quality. The leader's role here is to manage conflict and keep the team focused on objectives.
3. Norming:
Once conflicts are resolved, the group begins to establish shared norms, values, and ways of working. Roles and responsibilities
become clearer, and collaboration improves. In a procurement context, the team may agree on supplier evaluation criteria and work
more cohesively to achieve sourcing outcomes.
4. Performing:
The group is now fully functional and works effectively towards its goals. Members trust each other, communication flows well, and
productivity is high. For example, the procurement team may now run tendering processes efficiently, negotiate with suppliers, and
deliver strong results with minimal supervision.
5. Adjourning (or Mourning):
When the task is complete, the group disbands. This can cause feelings of loss for members who valued the team, but it also creates
an opportunity to reflect on lessons learned. In procurement, this could involve completing a sourcing project, closing supplier
contracts, and disbanding the cross-functional team after a lessons-learned review.
Conclusion:
The five stages of group development - forming, storming, norming, performing, and adjourning - describe how teams evolve over
time. Understanding this lifecycle helps managers support their teams at each stage, managing conflict in storming, reinforcing
collaboration in norming, and maximising results during performing. In procurement, applying Tuckman's model ensures that cross-
functional teams move quickly from formation to high performance, delivering greater value to the organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 37 
What is needed for a group to be effective? (15 points). Is it important that each person plays a different role within the group? (10
points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - What is needed for a group to be effective (15 points):
For a group to be effective, several conditions must be in place.
Firstly, the group must have clear objectives and purpose. Without shared goals, members may pull in different directions, leading to
inefficiency.
Secondly, strong leadership is needed to guide the group, set direction, and balance concern for people with concern for tasks.
Leadership provides motivation and resolves conflicts.
Thirdly, good communication ensures information is shared openly, problems are raised quickly, and collaboration is smooth. In
procurement, this means buyers, finance, and operations align on sourcing decisions.
Fourthly, groups need defined roles and responsibilities. Clarity prevents duplication of work and ensures accountability. For
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example, one person may manage supplier contracts while another handles negotiations.
Finally, trust and cooperation are essential. When group members respect and support each other, they are more willing to share
knowledge, take risks, and commit to decisions. Psychological safety is key to team performance.
Part B - Importance of different roles in a group (10 points):
It is important that each person plays a different role within the group. According to Belbin's Team Roles theory, groups are more
effective when individuals contribute complementary strengths. Roles may include "Shapers" who drive action, "Plants" who bring
creativity, "Implementers" who turn plans into reality, and "Monitor Evaluators" who provide critical analysis.
If everyone in the group plays the same role, important skills may be missing. For example, a procurement team made up entirely of
"Shapers" may generate energy but lack careful analysis, leading to poor supplier selection. Conversely, a balanced team ensures
creativity, organisation, and delivery are all present.
Conclusion:
For a group to be effective, it needs clear goals, leadership, communication, defined roles, and trust. It is also important that
members bring different strengths and roles, as this diversity improves problem-solving and ensures the group performs to its full
potential.

NEW QUESTION # 38 
How can following the CIPS code of conduct ensure a procurement professional remains unbiased and acts ethically? (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The CIPS Code of Conduct sets out the ethical standards expected of procurement professionals. By adhering to this code, buyers
are guided to remain impartial, transparent, and fair in all their decisions, ensuring that supplier selection and procurement practices
are ethical and free from bias.
Firstly, the code requires professionals to act with integrity. This means avoiding conflicts of interest, declaring personal relationships
with suppliers, and making decisions based on facts and evidence rather than personal preferences. For example, a buyer cannot
award a contract to a supplier owned by a friend without declaring the relationship.
Secondly, the code emphasises transparency and fairness. Procurement professionals must ensure all suppliers are treated equally
and given the same information during tendering processes. This prevents favouritism or hidden advantages for certain suppliers.
Thirdly, the code demands professional competence. This includes basing supplier decisions on objective evaluation criteria such as
cost, quality, risk, and sustainability, rather than subjective or biased views. By applying standard evaluation models, professionals
avoid unconscious bias.
Fourthly, the code promotes accountability. Procurement professionals are expected to keep proper records of decisions and
provide audit trails. This reduces the opportunity for unethical practices such as bribery or corruption and ensures decisions can be
justified.
Finally, the code supports sustainability and social responsibility. By considering environmental, ethical, and social factors in
procurement, professionals act in the best interests of society and avoid discriminatory or exploitative practices.
Conclusion:
By following the CIPS Code of Conduct, procurement professionals remain unbiased by avoiding conflicts of interest, ensuring
fairness, and using objective criteri a. They also act ethically by maintaining transparency, accountability, and responsibility to wider
society. This builds trust with stakeholders, improves supplier relationships, and protects the reputation of both the individual and
their organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 39 
What is meant by the 'systems approach' and 'contingency approach' to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Theories of management provide different ways of understanding how organisations can be led effectively. Two important
perspectives are the systems approach and the contingency approach. Both move beyond early "one best way" classical theories
and instead highlight the complexity and adaptability required in modern organisations.
The systems approach views the organisation as an integrated whole made up of interdependent subsystems such as HR, finance,
operations and procurement. It is based on systems theory, seeing organisations as "open systems" that interact with their external



environment. Inputs such as people, information and resources are transformed into outputs such as products, services and
stakeholder value. Feedback loops are essential to monitor performance and make adjustments. The key idea is synergy - the whole
is greater than the sum of the parts. For example, in procurement, sourcing decisions influence not only supplier performance but also
finance (budgets), operations (continuity), and CSR (sustainability). A systems approach ensures that procurement strategies are
aligned to wider organisational goals and continuous improvement.
The contingency approach develops this idea further, arguing that there is no universal way to manage. Instead, the best approach
depends on situational factors such as environment, size, technology, or workforce capability. It rejects "one-size-fits-all" rules and
stresses that management must adapt. For example, in a stable market, a hierarchical structure with formal rules may work well,
whereas in volatile markets, flexible and decentralised decision-making is more effective. In procurement, this could mean using strict
process controls for routine, low-value items, but adopting agile, collaborative approaches when managing strategic supplier
partnerships in uncertain global supply chains.
In comparison, the systems approach gives managers a holistic view of how different parts of the organisation connect and interact
with the external environment, while the contingency approach emphasises adaptability and situational leadership. Together, they
suggest that effective managers need both a broad systems perspective and the ability to tailor their approach depending on context.
In conclusion, the systems approach stresses coordination, integration and feedback across the organisation, while the contingency
approach stresses flexibility and the idea that "it depends." Both are highly relevant to procurement and supply leaders who must
integrate across functions and adapt strategies to dynamic and uncertain supply environments.

NEW QUESTION # 40 
Describe the key principles of the Taylorism school of thought on Management (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The Taylorism school of thought, also known as Scientific Management, was developed by Frederick Winslow Taylor in the early
20th century. It aimed to improve efficiency and productivity by applying systematic, scientific methods to the management of work.
Its key principles can be summarised as follows.
The first principle is the scientific study of work. Taylor rejected traditional "rule of thumb" methods, instead advocating time-and-
motion studies to identify the most efficient way of completing tasks. This broke jobs into smaller, measurable steps.
Secondly, Taylor emphasised the division of labour and specialisation. Workers should focus on narrowly defined tasks, allowing
them to become faster and more efficient, similar to parts in a machine.
Thirdly, he argued for scientific selection and training of workers. Instead of leaving workers to train themselves, managers should
select the right person for the job and provide formal training in the "one best way" to complete tasks.
Fourthly, Taylor stressed managerial control and supervision. He believed management should plan, organise and set methods, while
workers should focus on carrying them out. This created a strong separation between planning and execution.
Finally, Taylor promoted financial incentives as motivators. He assumed that workers are primarily motivated by pay, so piece-rate
systems and performance-based rewards were used to encourage higher output.
Taylorism brought many benefits, such as increased productivity, efficiency, and predictability in mass production industries.
However, it also attracted criticism for treating workers like machines, reducing autonomy, and ignoring social and psychological
needs. From a modern procurement perspective, its ideas are still visible in standardised processes such as purchase-to-pay
systems, KPIs, and efficiency-driven shared services. However, organisations today often balance these principles with more
human-centred approaches to motivation and teamwork.
In conclusion, the key principles of Taylorism were scientific analysis of work, specialisation, scientific selection and training, strict
managerial control, and financial incentives. While its focus on efficiency shaped early management thinking, modern leaders must
also consider motivation, empowerment, and adaptability to achieve sustainable success.

NEW QUESTION # 41
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