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IBFCSM Certified Emergency and Disaster Professional Sample Questions
(Q143-Q148):

NEW QUESTION # 143
What type of hazardous chemical exposures occur most frequently on the job?

e A. Absorption

¢ B. Ingestion

e (. Inhalation
Answer: C

Explanation:
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In the workplace and during disaster response,Inhalationis the most frequent and common route of exposure to hazardous
chemicals.4This is due to several physiological and environmental factors. First, the human respiratory system has a massive surface
area (approximately 75 square meters in the alveoli of the lungs), which provides an extrenely efficient pathway for toxins to enter
the bloodstream. Second, humans must breathe continuously, often taking in over 10,000 liters of air during a standard work day,
making the "intake" of airborne hazards constant and involuntary.

Hazardous chemicals in the workplace frequently enter the air asVapors(from evaporating liquids like solvents),Gases(like carbon
monoxide),Mists(from spraying operations), andParticulates(like dust or furres).

SUnlike Absorption(Option A), which requires physical contact with the skin, orlngestion(Option C), which usually requires poor
hygiene like eating with contaminated hands,Inhalationcan occur even if a worker is being careful with their hands and clothing if the
area is not properly ventilated.

According toOSHAandNIOSHdata, inhalation is the primary driver for settingPermissible Exposure Limits (PELs)and Threshold
Limit Values (TLVs). For aCEDPprofessional, this means thatRespiratory ProtectionandEngineering Controls(like exhaust fans or
scrubbers) are the most critical components of a worker safety program. In a disaster scenario-such as a building collapse or a
chemical warehouse fire-the air is immediately filled with a complex cocktail of toxins. Because inhalation is the most frequent
exposure route, the default posture for responders in "unknown' atmospheres is always the use of an SCBA until the air can be
monitored and verified. Understanding that "the air we breathe" is the most likely way to be poisoned ensures that safety priorities
are correctly aligned to protect the responders' most vulnerable and high-capacity exposure point.

NEW QUESTION # 144
What alternative describes why a well-designed emergency operations plan would benefit any organization?

¢ A Helps coordinate communications, resources, and assets of involved agencies
¢ B. Supports the flexibility of an all hazards approach to emergency management
¢ C. Permits better control and coordination of security, resources, and medical assets

Answer: B

Explanation:

The primary strategic benefit of a well-designedEmergency Operations Plan (EOP)is that itsupports the flexibility of an all-hazards
approach. While coordination (Option A) and control (Option B) are outcomes of a plan, the "All-Hazards" philosophy is the
modern standard endorsed byFEMA (CPG 101)and theIBFCSM.

This approach recognizes that while thecauseof a disaster may vary (e.g,, a flood vs. a chemical spill), therequired actionsare often
the same (e.g,, evacuation, public notification, and victim triage).

An EOP built on this philosophy allows an organization to remain agile. Rather than having fifty separate plans for fifty different
scenarios, a well-designed EOP focuses onCore CapabilitiesandFunctional Annexes.

For mstance, a "Communication Annex" works the same way whether the crisis is a hurricane or a mass shooting, This reduces the
training burden on staff and ensures that the organization does not "freeze" when faced with a novel or unexpected threat that wasn't
spectifically "planned for" in a scenario-based model.

According to theCEDPcurriculum, this flexibility is what ensures organizational resilience. A rigid plan often fails when reality deviates
from the assumed scenario. However, an all-hazards plan provides a modular framework that can be adapted on the fly. It
emphasizes the "Process of Planning” over the "Written Plan," fostering relationships and interoperability between departments. By
focusing on the "Commonalities" of disasters, a well-designed EOP ensures that the organization has the skeletal structure in place to
support any type of response, thereby maximizing the efficiency of limited resources and increasing the speed of the recovery phase.

NEW QUESTION # 145
What incident action planning activity would support proper response during an emergency?

e A. Common terminology
e B. Managenent by objectives
e C. Organizational resources

Answer: B

Explanation:

In theNational Incident Management System (NIMS), the core activity that drives thelncident Action Plan (IAP)and supports a
coordinated response isManagement by Objectives. This principle mandates that the Incident Commander (or Unified Command)
establishes specific, measurable goals for the incident. These objectives guide the selection of strategies and the tactical assignment of
resources. Without clearly defined objectives, a response becomes reactive and disorganized, with various agencies potentialty
working at cross- purposes.



The incident action planning process (the "Planning P") is designed specifically to facilitate Management by Objectives. For each
operational period, the command staff reviews the current situation, identifies what needs to be accomplished (e.g., "Complete
search and rescue in Sector A by 1800 hours"), and documents these in theICS Form 202 (Incident Objectives). This ensures that
every responder, from the frontline to the EOC, understands the mission's priorities. WhileCommon Terminology(Option C)
andOrganizational Resources(Option A) are important NIMS principles, they are structural "supports" for the response; it is the
"Management by Objectives" that actually directs the "Proper Response" by ensuring all actions are purposeful and aligned.

For theCEDPprofessional, mastering Management by Objectives is the hallmark of a high-fnctioning Incident Management Team. It
allows forAccountabilityandResource Managementby linking every resource request directly to a specific objective. If an objective
cannot be met with currently assigned resources, the IAP process provides the mechanism to order additional assets or adjust the
strategy. This systematic approach ensures that the response is proactive, helping the Incident Command to "get ahead of the
incident" and move toward stabilization and recovery with maximum efficiency.

NEW QUESTION # 146
‘What purpose does the Remedial Action Management Program (RAMP) serve?

¢ A Provides guidance on threat assessments and corrections
¢ B. Identifies lessons learned and intelligent/smart practices 1
¢ C. Evaluates effectiveness of resilience/community involvement

Answer: B

Explanation:

TheRemedial Action Management Program (RAMP)is a key component of theNational Preparedness Systemand theNational
Incident Management System (NIMS). Its primary mission is to identify, document, and sharelessons learnedandbest practices(often
referred to in technical documents as "intelligent" or "smart" practices) derived from real-world incidents, exercises, and
disasters.2Managed by the National Preparedness Directorate withnFEMA, RAMP provides a standardized, systemic method for
handling the transition from

"lessons identified" in After- Action Reports (AARs) to "lessons learned" through the implementation of corrective actions.

According to theFEMA RAMPdoctrine, the program operates as an "information warehouse" for the entire emergency management
community. By analyzing the outcomes of multiple events, RAMP can identify recurring systemic issues-such as gaps in interoperable
commumnications or resource request delays-and elevate them to program managers or senior leadership for resolution. This prevents
Jjurisdictions from "re- mventing the wheel" after every disaster. A "best practice” in this context is defined as an innovative or
unconventional course of action that proved particularly effective and should be repeated in similar circunstances.

For aCertified Emergency and Disaster Professional (CEDP), the RAMP framework is essential for theContinuous Improvement
(C)cycle. It ensures that the evaluation phase of a disaster is not just a static document but an active management process. By
integrating with thelessons Learned Information Sharing (LLIS)system, RAMP allows disaster professionals to access a nationwide
network of peer-validated msights.

This ensures that the collective wisdom of the emergency management enterprise is captured and used to update training, policy, and
equipment standards, ultimately increasing the speed and efficiency of future disaster response efforts across all levels of government.

NEW QUESTION # 147
What alternative best describes the mission of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)?

e A. A focused single enterprise with a shared vision among many entities
e B. A large agency gathers, assesses, and shares security information
e C. A nulti-faceted operation that operates in a decentralized fashion

Answer: A

Explanation:

TheDepartment of Homeland Security (DHS)is best described as afocused single enterprise with a shared vision among many
entities. 1 Since its creation following the 9/11 attacks, the mission of DHS has been to unify the previously fragmented domestic
security efforts into a single "Homeland Security Enterprise."2 This enterprise includes not only the federal departments (FEMA,
TSA, CBP, Coast Guard, etc.) but also state, local, tribal, and territorial partners, as well as the private sector and the American
public.3 The "shared vision" is defined in theQuadrennial Homeland Security Review (QHSR), which identifies five core missions:
* Preventing terrorism and enhancing security.

* Securing and managing our borders.

* Enforcing and administering our immigration laws.

* Safeguarding and securing cyberspace.



* Ensuring resilience to disasters.

Option B is incorrect because, while DHS is multi-faceted, its goal is to move away from "decentralized" silos toward an integrated
"Unity of Effort." Option C describes a function (Information Sharing), but it does not capture the "Enterprise” mission. For
theCEDPprofessional, understanding DHS as an enterprise is critical for grant finding and resource coordination. It means that a
local police department's anti-terrorism efforts are part of the same "vision" as the Coast Guard's port security and CISA's
cybersecurity initiatives. This single- enterprise approach ensures that the nation's diverse security components are working toward
the same strategic goals, reducing overlaps and gaps in the defense of the homeland.

NEW QUESTION # 148
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