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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q72-Q77):

NEW QUESTION # 72
An organization is migrating its security operations to Cortex XSOAR and has a strict compliance requirement to document every
action taken during an incident response, including who performed it, when, and the exact outcome. This applies to both automated


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WRkuj8USMrQdhtm71FXcLu2xeLQu8jQy
https://www.vce4dumps.com/SecOps-Pro-valid-torrent.html
https://www.torrentvce.com/SecOps-Pro-valid-vce-collection.html
https://www.pass4leader.com/Palo-Alto-Networks/SecOps-Pro-exam.html
https://www.verifieddumps.com/SecOps-Pro-valid-exam-braindumps.html

playbook actions and manual analyst interactions. Which XSOAR capabilities collectively ensure this level of detailed auditability and
reporting for incident investigations, especially when complex playbooks involve multiple sub-playbooks and integrations?

¢ A Manually exporting the incident data to a CSV file at the end of the investigation for external auditing purposes.

¢ B. The 'Audit Trail feature which logs all user actions and system changes, combined with the "Playbook Debugger’ for step-
by-step execution visibility and the 'Incident Logs' within each incident record, capturing all command outputs and playbook
activity, including sub-playbook executions.

C. The '"War Room for real-time collaboration logs, and the 'Incident Summary' for high-level incident status updates.

D. The 'Dashboards & Reports' for visualizing incident metrics, and the 'Indicators' module for tracking IOCs.

E. The 'Case Management' view to track incident progress, and the 'Knowledge Base' for storing standard operating
procedures (SOPs).

Answer: B

Explanation:

Option B provides the most comprehensive solution for detailed auditability and reporting. The 'Audit Trail is findamental for
tracking all user actions (who did what, when) and system changes within XSOAR. The "Playbook Debugger’ is crucial during
development and for understanding complex playbook execution paths, including nested sub-playbooks, providing visibility into each
step. Most importantly, 'Incident Logs' within each incident record capture a granular, chronological log of all commands executed
(by analysts or playbooks), their inputs, and their outputs (including those from integrations and sub-playbooks). This combination
ensures that every action, automated or manual, is meticulously recorded within the platform, meeting strict compliance and auditing
requirements. Options A, C, D, and E cover valuable XSOAR features but do not offer the same depth of granular, auditable
logging of all actions as option B.

NEW QUESTION # 73

A zero-day exploit targeting a critical vulnerability in a widely used web application is anmmounced. A premium threat intelligence feed
immediately provides indicators of compromise (IOCs) including a specific URL pattern, a custom HTTP header value, and a unique
user-agent string associated with the exploit attempts. Your organization uses Palo Alto Networks' WildFire and Threat Prevention.
To proactively prevent and detect this exploit before WildFire or Threat Prevention signatures are fully deployed, which combination
of Palo Alto Networks firewall configurations, leveraging custom threat intelligence, would be most effective?

¢ A Implement a custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) using a regular expression to match the URL pattern and HTTP
header, and a custom application override for the user-agent string,

¢ B. Utilize a Data Filtering profile to block the custom HTTP header and a File Blocking profile to prevent downloads from the
malicious URL.

e C. Configure a custom URL Filtering profile to block the specific URL pattern and create a Security Policy to apply it.

e D. Create a custom Anti-Spyware signature for the custom HTTP header and a custom Vulnerability Protection signature for
the user-agent string,

¢ E. Develop a custom External Dynamic List (EDL) for the URL pattern and deploy a custom IPS signature for the user-agent
string,

Answer: A

Explanation:

This scenario emphasizes proactive defense against zero-days using custom threat intelligence. Option C provides the most
comprehensive and effective approach for Palo Alto Networks:

' Custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) with regular expressions: This is the most powerful method to proactively detect and
block traffic patterns (like URL patterns and HTTP headers) not yet covered by vendor signatures. Regular expressions offer
flexibility for matching complex patterns.

' Custom application override for user-agent: While less direct for prevention, it can help classify and block traffic with specific,
malicious user-agents if other methods are not applicable or as an additional layer.

Let's analyze why others are less effective:

" A (Custom URL Filtering): Good for URL, but doesn't address the custom HTTP header or user-agent comprehensively.

' B (Custom Anti-Spyware/Vulnerability Protection): While possible, creating specific Anti-Spyware or Vulnerability Protection
signatures for generic HTTP elements or user-agents can be less precise or efficient than a custom IPS signature for the exploit
pattern itself. IPS is designed for exploit detection.

' (EDL for URL, Custom IPS for User-Agent): EDL is good for IP/Domain blocking but less granular for URL patterns . Custom
IPS for user-agent is possible but combining all IOCs mto a single IPS signature is more efficient.

' E (Data Filtering/File Blocking): Data Filtering targets sensitive data exfiltration, not exploit attempts via HTTP headers. File
Blocking is for file types, not exploit patterns.



NEW QUESTION # 74

During a post-incident review for a sophisticated phishing campaign that led to ransomware, the SOC leadership identifies a critical
gap: analysts spent excessive time manually correlating user identities from Active Directory with compromised endpoint data from
the EDR and email logs from the SEG. This manual effort delayed containment. To address this, which architectural change and
corresponding SOC role adjustment would yield the most significant improvement in future incident response efficiency, specifically
considering a Palo Alto Networks integrated security ecosystem?

¢ A. Outsource Tier 1 SOC operations; create a 'Security Auditor' role for compliance checks.

¢ B. Integrate Active Directory, EDR (e.g., Cortex XDR), and Email Security Gateway (e.g., Advanced Email Security) with a
SIEM/XDR platform (e.g., Cortex XSIAM) to enable unified identity-based analytics; enhance the 'Security Analyst Tier 2/3'
role with advanced correlation and query language proficiency.

¢ C. Deploy a Data Loss Prevention (DLP) solution; assign 'DLP Specialist' to monitor sensitive data flows.

¢ D. Purchase more high-performance firewalls; assign "Network Engineer’ to manage firewall rules more effectively.

¢ E. Inplement a dedicated Threat Intelligence Platform; assign a new "Threat Analyst' role to create custom loCs.

Answer: B

Explanation:

The core problem is manual correlation across disparate identity, endpoint, and email data. Option C directly addresses this by
proposing an integrated SIEM/XDR solution (like Cortex XSIAM) that unifies these data sources for automated, identity-based
correlation. This allows Tier 2/3 analysts to perform more efficient investigations with richer context. This directly maps to Palo Alto
Networks' strategy of integrated security. Option A adds mtelligence but doesn't solve the correlation problem. Option B addresses
data exfiltration, not mitial compromise correlation. Option D focuses on network perimeter, not internal correlation. Option E is an
operational model change that doesn't solve the technical correlation gap.

NEW QUESTION # 75

A Security Operations Center (SOC) analyst is performing threat hunting based on an observed surge in outbound DNS requests to
unusual top-level domains (TLDs) from internal hosts, specifically froma segment traditionally used by financial analysts. These
TLDs are not typically seen in legitimate business traffic. The threat intelligence team has recently reported an increase in Cobalt
Strike beaconing activity leveraging DNS over HTTPS (DOH) to obscure C2 commumications. Which of the following Splunk
Search Processing Language (SPL) queries would be most effective in identifying suspicious DNS-related indicators of compromise
(IOCs) aligned with this threat, assuming 'pan_logS is the relevant sourcetype for Palo Alto Networks firewall logs?
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Answer: D

Explanation:

The scenario specifically mentions 'DNS over HTTPS (DOH)' and 'unusual TLDs' and 'Cobalt Strike beaconing'. Option C directly
addresses DOH by filtering for (common for HTTPS) and then correlates it with or , which are strong indicators of DOH traffic
attempting to bypass traditional DNS monitoring. While other options might identify general DNS anomalies, Option C is the most
targeted and effective for the described threat given the specific indicators. Option B is good for unusual TLDs but misses the DOH
aspect and relies on a pre-defined lookup. Option A is too broad and only looks for specific TLDs rather than anomalies. Option D
looks for non-standard DNS ports, but DOH uses 443. Option E relies on an undefined macro.

NEW QUESTION # 76

An organization has recently migrated a significant portion of its infrastructure to a multi-cloud environment (AWS, Azure). A critical
alert from Cortex XDR indicates 'Unauthorized API Key Usage' originating from an EC2 instance in AWS, followed by unusual
activity in an Azure subscription. The SOC team suspects a sophisticated attacker has compromised credentials and is pivoting
between cloud environments. As an investigator, how would you leverage Cortex XDR's capabilities to precisely identify the
compromised API key, trace its usage across both AWS and Azure, and determine the impact on specific cloud assets?

¢ A. Run a vulnerability scan against all cloud assets in both AWS and Azure to identify unpatched services. Assume the



attacker exploited a known vulnerability. Review user roles and permissions in both cloud environments for excessive
privileges.

¢ B. Leverage WildFire for static and dynamic analysis of any suspicious scripts or binaries found on the EC2 instance. Then,
use Autofocus to search for threat intelligence related to cross-cloud attacks and apply global blocks based on observed
indicators of compromise.

¢ C. Block the compromised API key in AWS IAM and disable the user account associated with it. Focus on network security
groups in both AWS and Azure to restrict outbound traffic. Wait for a new alert to indicate further compromise.

¢ D. Isolate the compromised EC2 instance immediately. Performa Live Response to collect disk forensics from the EC2
nstance to find the API key in configuration files. Manually search Azire AD sign-in logs for the same IP address as the EC2
stance.

¢ E. Utilize Cortex XDR's Cloud Security Module integration to analyze AWS CloudTrail logs for the 'Unauthorized AP Key
Usage' event, specifically looking for the Userldentity.accessKeyld'. Then, correlate this 'accessKeylff with Azure Activity
Logs (ingested via XDR) to find any matching activities, focusing on 'CallerpAddress' and 'OperationName' to identify the
specific actions taken and affected Azure resources like 'ResourceGroup' or 'Subscriptionld'. Finally, use the 'Incident Graph'
to visualize the cross-cloud kill chain.

Answer: E

Explanation:

This scenario highlights the importance of XDR in a multi-cloud environment. Option A offers the most effective and integrated
approach: Cloud Security Module Integration: Cortex XDR mtegrates with cloud provider logs (CloudTrail for AWS, Activity Logs
for Azure). This is paramount for detecting and mvestigating cloud-native attacks. Identifying API Key: CloudTrail logs precisely
record 'Userldentity.accessKeyld' for API calls, allowing direct identification of the compromised key. Cross-Cloud Correlation:
The ability to ingest and correlate logs fromboth AWS and Azure within Cortex XDR (e.g., via Cortex Data Lake) allows an
mvestigator to trace the compromised 'accessKeyld' or associated 'CalleripAddresS across both environments, identifying the pivot.
Impact Assessment: Focusing on 'operationName', 'ResourceGroup' , and Subscriptionld' in cloud logs helps determine what actions
were taken and which specific cloud assets were affected. Incident Graph: Visualizing complex, multi-stage, cross-cloud attacks in
the Incident Graph helps understand the kill chain, timelines, and relationships between events across different cloud environments.
Options B, C, D, and E are either reactive, too manual, miss the cross-cloud correlation aspect, or focus on general security hygiene
rather than targeted mvestigation of the specific API key compromise and pivot.

NEW QUESTION # 77
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