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FE1

Building Effective Security Processes and Programs: This section targets Security Program Managers and
Compliance Officers, focusing on operationalizing security workflows. It involves researching and
mntegrating threat intelligence, applying risk and detection prioritization methodologies, and developing
documentation or standard operating procedures (SOPs) to maintain robust security practices.

FE2

Data Engineering: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Analysts and Cybersecurity
Engineers and covers foundational data management tasks. It includes performing data review and analysis,
creating and maintaining efficient data indexing, and applying Splunk methods for data normalization to
ensure structured and usable datasets for security operations.

FE3

Detection Engineering: This section evaluates the expertise of Threat Hunters and SOC Engineers in
developing and refining security detections. Topics include creating and tuning correlation searches,
mtegrating contextual data into detections, applying risk-based modifiers, generating actionable Notable
Events, and managing the lifecycle of detection rules to adapt to evolving threats.

FE 4

Auditing and Reporting on Security Programs: This section tests Auditors and Security Architects on
validating and communicating program effectiveness. It includes designing security metrics, generating
compliance reports, and building dashboards to visualize program performance and vulnerabilities for
stakeholders.

FES

Automation and Efficiency: This section assesses Automation Engineers and SOAR Specialists in
streamlining security operations. It covers developing autormation for SOPs, optimizing case management
workflows, utilizing REST APIs, designing SOAR playbooks for response autormation, and evaluating
integrations between Sphunk Enterprise Security and SOAR tools.
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P& #44
‘When generating documentation for a security program, what key element should be included?

A. Vendor contract details

B. Organizational hierarchy chart

C. Financial cost breakdown

D. Standard operating procedures (SOPs)
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Key Elements of Security Program Documentation

A security program's documentation ensures consistency, compliance, and efficiency in cybersecurity operations.
#Why Include Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)?

Defines step-by-step processesfor security tasks.

Ensures security teans followstandardized workflowsfor handling incidents, vulnerabilities, and monitoring,
Supportscompliance with regulationslikeNIST, ISO 27001, and CIS controls.

Exanple:

SOP forincident responseoutlines how analysts escalate security threats.

#Incorrect Answers:

A: Vendor contract details# Vendor agreements are important butnot core to a security program's documentation.
B: Organizational hierarchy chart# Useful for internal structure butnot essential for security documentation.

D: Financial cost breakdown# Related to budgeting, not security operations.

#Additional Resources:

NIST Security Documentation Framework

Splunk Security Operations Guide

FIRE #45
Which practices strengthen the development of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)?
(Choose three)

A. Collaborating with cross-functional teams
B. Including detailed step-by-step instructions
C. Excluding historical incident data

D. Focusing solely on high-risk scenarios

E. Regular updates based on feedback

%%E: ABE

fE R A -

Why Are These Practices Essential for SOP Development?

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) are crucial for ensuring consistent, repeatable, and effective security operations in a Security
Operations Center (SOC). Strengthening SOP development ensures efficiency, clarity, and adaptability in responding to incidents.

1. Regular Updates Based on Feedback (Answer A)

Security threats evolve, and SOPs nmust be updated based on real-world incidents, analyst feedback, and lessons learned.

Example: A new ransomware variant is detected; the SOP is updated to include a specific containment playbook in Splunk SOAR.
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2. Collaborating with Cross-Functional Teams (Answer C) Effective SOPs require input from SOC analysts, threat hunters, IT,
compliance teams, and DevSecOps.

Ensures that all relevant security and business perspectives are covered. Example: A SOC team collaborates with DevOps to ensure
that a cloud security response SOP aligns with AWS security controls.

3. Including Detailed Step-by-Step Instructions (Answer D) SOPs should provide clear, actionable, and standardized steps for
security analysts. Example: A Splunk ES incident response SOP should include:

How to investigate a security alert using correlation searches.

How to escalate incidents based on risk levels.

How to trigger a Splunk SOAR playbook for automated remediation.

P& #46
‘What methods can improve dashboard usability for security program analytics?(Choosethree)

A. Avoiding performance optimization

B. Using drill-down options for detailed views

C. Adding context-sensitive filters

D. Standardizing color coding for alerts

E. Limiting the number of panels on the dashboard
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Methods to Improve Dashboard Usability in Security Analytics

A well-designed Splunk security dashboard helps SOC teans quickly identify, analyze, and respond to security threats.
#1. Using Dril- Down Options for Detailed Views (A)

Allows analysts to click on high-level metrics and drill down into event details.

Helps teams pivot from summary statistics to specific security logs.

Exanple:

Clicking on a failed login trend chart reveals specific failed login attempts per user.

#2. Standardizing Color Coding for Alerts (B)

Consistent color usage enhances readability and priority identification.

Exanple:

Red # Critical incidents

Yellow # Mediumrisk alerts

Green # Resolved issues

#3. Adding Context-Sensitive Filters (D)

Filters allow users to focus on specific security events without running new searches.

Exanple:

A dropdown filter for "Event Severity" lets analysts view only high-risk events.

#Incorrect Answers:

C: Limiting the number of panels on the dashboard # Dashboards should be optimized, not restricted.
E: Avoiding performance optimization # Performance tuning is essential for responsive dashboards.
#Additional Resources:

Splunk Dashboard Design Best Practices

Optimizing Security Dashboards in Splunk

FIRE #47
Which of the following is a reason to utilize ES risk framework as a part of detection building?

A. Help prioritize security findings based on their potential business impact.

B. Create a feedback loop into threat intelligence to identify potential insider threats.
C. Help accelerate the run time of detections, allowing a faster mean time to detection.
D. Simplify SOAR automation and remediation, lowering the mean time to recover.

BE: A
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The ES (Enterprise Security) risk framework is designed to assign risk scores to events and entities, allowing security teams to
prioritize security findings based on potential business impact.



This ensures that the most critical risks are addressed first, improving overall response effectiveness.

& #48
A company's Splunk setup processes logs from multiple sources with inconsistent field naming conventions.
Howshould the engineer ensure uniformity across data for better analysis?

A. Configure index-time data transformations.

B. Apply Common Information Model (CIM) data models for normalization.
C. Create field extraction rules at search time.

D. Use data model acceleration for real-time searches.

EX: B
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Why Use CIM for Field Normalization?

‘When processing logs from muiltiple sources with inconsistent field names, the best way to ensure uniformity is to use Splunk's
Common Information Model (CIM).

#Key Benefits of CIM for Normalization:

Ensures that different field names (e.g,, src_ip, ip_src, source_address) are mapped to a common schema.

Allows security teans to run a single search query across multiple sources without manual mapping,

Enables correlation searches in Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) for better threat detection.

Exanple Scenario na SOC:

#Problem: The SOC teamneeds to correlate firewall logs, cloud logs, and endpoint logs for failed logins.

#Without CIM: Each log source uses a different field name for failed logins, requiring multiple search queries.

#With CIM: All failed login events map to the same standardized field (e.g., action="failure"), allowing one unified search query.
‘Why Not the Other Options?

#A. Create field extraction rules at search time - Helps with parsing data but doesn't standardize field names across sources.#B. Use
data model acceleration for real-time searches - Accelerates searches but doesn't fix nconsistent field naming.#D. Configure index-
time data transformations - Changes fields at indexing but is less flexible than CIM's search-time normalization.

References & Learning Resources

#Splunk CIM for Normalization: https://docs.splunk.conyDocumentation/CIM#Sphink ES CIM Field Mappings:
https/splunkbase.splunk.com/app/263#Best Practices for Log Normalization: https://www.splunk.

com/en_us/blog/tips-and-tricks
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