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EMC Dell PowerFlex Operate Exam Sample Questions (Q11-Q16):

NEW QUESTION # 11
‘Which management interface is used for day-to-day operations of PowerFlex?
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A. GUI

B. PowerFlex Manager
C. vCenter Plugin
D.CLI

Answer: A

Explanation:

Note: In the context of PowerFlex exas, there is often a distinction between "Lifecycle Management" (PowerFlex Manager) and
"Block Storage Operations" (GUI/Presentation Server).

* GUI (Option C): The PowerFlex Web UI (often accessed via the Presentation Server or the unified dashboard in v4) is the
primary tool for Day-to-Day tasks. This includes mapping volumes to hosts, taking snapshots, monitoring IOPS, and checking
capacity usage. It provides the visual topology of the storage.

* PowerFlex Manager (D): While modern versions unify this, historically and in exam logic, PFxM is the tool for deployment,
upgrades, and hardware alerts (Lifecycle), whereas the "GUI" is for storage management.

The CLI (B) is used for scripting and advanced tasks, but the GUI is the standard for general daily operations.

NEW QUESTION # 12
Snapshots in PowerFlex are created in a writable state by default. True. False.

o A True
e B. False

Answer: A

Explanation:

In many legacy storage arrays, a snapshot is a read-only "view" of the data, and if you want to mount it and write to it (for testing or
database recovery), you must create a "Clone" or "linked clone" from that snapshot.

PowerFlex differs here. A PowerFlex snapshot is technically just another volume. It is fully writable immediately upon creation. It
uses a redirect-on-write mechanism. Ifa host mounts a snapshot and writes to it, the new data is written to new blocks, diverging
from the source volume. This makes PowerFlex snapshots extremely agile for DevOps and CI/CD workflows where writable copies
are needed instantly.

NEW QUESTION # 13
What are the key benefits of a PowerFlex cluster upgrade? (Choose two).

A. Enhanced compatibility with new workloads
B. Reduced metadata storage requirements

C. Automatic data deduplication

D. Improved cluster performance

Answer: A,D

Explanation:

Upgrading the PowerFlex software code (e.g., fromv3.6 to v4.5) brings tangible benefits.

* Improved cluster performance (Option A): Dell engineering teams constantly optimize the 1/0 path, reduce latency, and improve
the efficiency of the rebuild/rebalance algorithms. A software upgrade often yields higher IOPS from the exact same hardware.

* Enhanced compatibility (Option C): New versions introduce support for newer Operating Systens (e.

g, RHEL 9, Windows Server 2022), newer Hypervisors (latest ESXi), and new hardware technologies (like newer NVMe drives
or 100GbE NICs).

Incorrect Options: Upgrade does not automatically turn on deduplication (B) if it wasn't there (that requires pool configuration). It
typically increases metadata requirements (D) slightly rather than reducing them, as features become more complex.

NEW QUESTION # 14
What tasks are autormated during a PowerFlex upgrade using PowerFlex Manager? (Choose two).

¢ A. Rebalancing storage pools
e B. Node-by-node upgrade process



¢ (. Monitoring upgrade progress
¢ D. Resolving fault tolerance issues

Answer: B,C

Explanation:

PowerFlex Manager (PFxM) orchestrates the Lifecycle Management (LCM).

* Node-by-node upgrade process (Option A): PFxM automates the tedious sequence: Enter Maintenance Mode Node 1 -> Wait
for sync -> Upgrade OS/Firmware/SDS -> Reboot -> Exit Maintenance Mode -> Verify Health -> Move to Node 2.

* Monitoring upgrade progress (Option C): PFxM provides a consolidated view of this process. It tracks the status of the job, the
percentage complete, and the specific step (e.g., "Flashing BIOS" or

"Waiting for Rebalance").

Note: Rebalancing (B) is a native finction of the MDM/SDS that happens automatically; PFxM waits for it, but the MDM perforns
1t.

NEW QUESTION # 15
What is the minimum number of nodes required for a standard PowerFlex cluster?

A0
B. 1
C.2
D.3

Answer: A

Explanation:

A standard PowerFlex cluster requires a minimum of 3 nodes to ensure high availability and proper finctioning of the management
stack.

This requirement is driven by two main architectural factors:

* MDM Redundancy: The Management and Control Plane (MDM cluster) requires a minimum of three members to form a quorum
and handle failover scenarios: a Primary MDM, a Secondary MDM, and a Tie-Breaker MDM.

* Mesh Mirroring Data Protection: PowerFlex creates two copies of every data chunk (Primary and Secondary). To ensure that
data remains available even if one node fails-and to allow for successful rebuilding of data-a minimum of 3 nodes is required. Ifa
cluster only had 2 nodes and one failed, the survivor would have the only copy of data, but would have nowhere to "rebuild" the
missing redundancy to, leaving the cluster in a permanently degraded state until the node returns.

NEW QUESTION # 16
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