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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q213-Q218):
NEW QUESTION # 213 
An XSIAM Playbook is being developed to automate the analysis of newly discovered command-and-control (C2) domains. The
Playbook receives a domain as input. It must perform the following actions: 1. Resolve the domain to IP addresses. 2. Perform
WHOIS lookups on the domain and each resolved IP. 3. Query multiple external threat intelligence platforms (TIPS) for reputation
and associated IOCs. 4. Store all collected enrichment data in the incident context and tag the incident. 5. If any TIP returns a
'malicious' verdict, block the domain and all associated IPs on a Palo Alto Networks NGFW via API. Which combination of
Playbook tasks and data handling mechanisms are essential and efficient for this end-to-end automation?

A. Option D
B. Option E
C. Option C
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D. Option B
E. Option A

Answer: C

Explanation:
Option C offers the most complete and efficient approach: - 'DNS Resolve: Directly resolves the domain to IPs within XSIAM. -
'WHOIS Domain Lookup' and 'WHOIS IP Lookups (within a 'Loop'): Dedicated tasks for WHOIS lookups on domains and IPs. -
SLOOP' (for multiple TIPS with 'Generic API Call'): Allows iterating through various TIPS efficiently using their APIs for reputation
checks. - 'Set Incident Field& (for data storage): The correct way to store collected enrichment data within the incident context. -
'Update Incident Tags : For applying relevant tags based on the analysis. - 'Generic API Call' (for NGFW API): The standard and
secure method to interact with a Palo Alto Networks NGFW for blocking, especially for dynamic blocks like this. Option B uses
'Run Command Line which is less integrated and less secure for external lookups and interactions. Option A is too simplistic.
Options D and E are completely off-topic for the scenario.

NEW QUESTION # 214 
A cybersecurity team is evaluating XSIAM for its SOAR capabilities. They have a complex incident response playbook for
ransomware, which involves integrating with an external vulnerability scanner (via API), a ticketing system (ServiceNow), and an HR
system (for employee contact). During the deployment planning, what is the most critical technical consideration for ensuring
successful automation of this playbook?

A. The availability of pre-built content packs for ransomware response in XSIAM.
B. The network connectivity and authentication mechanisms for all external system APIs (vulnerability scanner, ServiceNow,
HR system).
C. The XSIAM tenant's storage capacity for forensic artifacts generated by the playbook.
D. The graphical user interface (GUI) and drag-and-drop capabilities of the XSIAM playbook editor.
E. The ability to generate custom PDF reports from the executed playbook.

Answer: B

Explanation:
For any SOAR playbook to successfully integrate and automate actions with external systems, the fundamental requirement is robust
network connectivity and proper authentication to those systems' APIs. Without this, the playbook cannot perform its intended
actions (e.g., querying the vulnerability scanner, creating tickets in ServiceNow, or retrieving HR data). While other options are
relevant to the overall SOAR solution (A is storage, B is content, D is usability, E is reporting), they are secondary to the core
technical enablement of integrations.

NEW QUESTION # 215 
An XSIAM Security Engineer is troubleshooting why certain high-severity alerts, triggered by a custom detection rule, are not
consistently enriching with specific asset metadata (e.g., 'asset_owner', 'business_unit') from an external CMDB. The CMDB data is
available as a daily CSV export on an SFTP server, and is ingested into a separate Data Lake dataset. The custom detection rule
relies on a lookup from the CMDB dataset. The issue appears intermittent. Which factors are most likely contributing to this
problem, and what content optimization strategy in XSIAM would be most effective to ensure consistent enrichment?

A. The volume of security alerts is too high for the CMDB lookup to process in real-time within the detection rule, leading to
dropped enrichments.
B. The lookup table created from the CMDB dataset is not configured as a 'Live Lookup', meaning it's only updated
periodically, leading to stale asset information for newly observed events.
C. The primary key used for the lookup (e.g., 'asset_ip') in the security alert data does not always exactly match the format or
casing of the corresponding key in the CMDB dataset, causing lookup failures.
D. The CMDB CSV export has inconsistent column headers or data types, causing the XSIAM Data Flow for CMDB
ingestion to fail partially or misinterpret fields, leading to incomplete dataset population for lookups.
E. The SFTP server connection for the CMDB export is intermittently failing, preventing the CMDB dataset from being
updated regularly in XSIAM.

Answer: B,C,D,E

Explanation:
This is a multiple-response question. All listed options (A, B, C, E) are highly plausible and common reasons for inconsistent lookup



enrichment in XSIAM: A: Inconsistent CMDB CSV export: If the source CSV's structure or data types are not stable, the CMDB
ingestion Data Flow might partially fail, resulting in an incomplete or corrupted lookup dataset. This directly impacts lookup
accuracy. B: Lookup table not 'Live Lookup': For real-time enrichment of active security events, the lookup table derived from
CMDB data must be configured as a Live Lookup. If it's a static lookup, it won't reflect recent CMDB updates, leading to stale or
missing enrichments for new assets or changes. C: Mismatched Lookup Keys: This is a very common issue. Even minor
discrepancies (e.g., '192.168.1.1' vs. '192.168.001.001', or 'hostname' vs. 'HostName') will cause lookup failures. Content
optimization here involves ensuring both the CMDB ingestion Data Flow and the security event Data Flow normalize the lookup key
format (e.g., to lowercase, remove leading zeros, consistent IP format) before the lookup. E: Intermittent SFTP failure: If the source
data for the CMDB dataset (the CSV export) is not reliably ingested due to connectivity issues, the CMDB dataset in XSIAM will
become outdated or incomplete, leading to lookup failures. Option D is less likely for lookup performance itself, as XSIAM's
lookup capabilities are highly optimized. High volume might impact rule processing overall, but not specifically the lookup mechanism
unless the lookup dataset itself is astronomically large and unindexed, which is generally not the case for CMDB data.

NEW QUESTION # 216 
Which two requirements must be met for a Cortex XDR agent to successfully use the Broker VM as a download source for content
updates? (Choose two.)

A. XDR agent must authenticate to the Broker VM using a machine certificate.\
B. Broker VM must be configured with an FQDN.
C. Device Configuration profile applied to the XDR agent must specify the Broker VM as a Download Source.
D. Agent Settings profile applied to the XDR agent must specify the Broker VM as a Download Source.

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
For Cortex XDR agents to use the Broker VM as a download source, the Agent Settings profile must specify the Broker VM as the
update source, and the Broker VM must be configured with an FQDN so agents can reliably resolve and connect to it.

NEW QUESTION # 217 
An organization is migrating services to a multi-cloud environment. The security team wants to ensure that no new S3 buckets or
Azure Blob Storage containers are created with public read/write access without explicit approval. They need an XSIAM ASM rule
that detects this misconfiguration as soon as a new bucket/container is provisioned. Which of the following XQL concepts and data
sources are critical for building such a rule?

A. Using 'xdr_web_activity' to identify users attempting to access unauthenticated cloud storage URLs.
B. Querying 'xdr_cloud_events' for 'CreateBucket' or 'CreateContainer' events, followed by inspecting the associated
'access_policy' or 'public_access_block_configuration' fields for public settings.
C. Leveraging 'xdr_asset_inventory' for S3 bucket and Azure container enumeration, then manually checking each for public
access.
D. Focusing on 'xdr_network_sessions' to detect large data transfers from cloud storage, indicating public access.
E. Analyzing 'xdr_audit_logs' for 'PutObjectAcl' operations and filtering for 'AllUsers' or 'AuthenticatedUsers' grants.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Option B is the most appropriate for detecting newly provisioned public storage. Cloud platform logs (ingested into XSIAM as
'xdr_cloud_events') provide detailed information about resource creation events (e.g., S3's CreateBucket, Azure's Putcontainer).
Crucially, these logs often contain metadata about the initial configuration, including access policies or public access block settings.
An XQL query can filter these creation events and then extract and analyze the relevant fields ('access_policy' , to determine if public
read/write access was granted upon creation. Option A is reactive and doesn't detect the misconfiguration at creation. Option C
focuses on ACL modifications after creation. Option D is manual. Option E is about access attempts, not the misconfiguration itself.

NEW QUESTION # 218
......
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