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(Q55-Q60):
NEW QUESTION # 55 
When would use of the planning concept known as a Branch become appropriate?

A. Documenting major required annex options
B. Evaluating the potential of feasible variations
C. Needing to use forward and reverse planning

Answer: B
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Explanation:
In emergency planning and theNational Planning System, aBranchis a strategic tool used to address uncertainty by developing "what
if" scenarios. A branch is defined as a contingency plan-a variation on the primary plan-that is developed to handlefeasible
variationsin the incident's progression. It allows planners to look at the current situation and say, "The primary plan is to evacuate
East, but if the bridge collapses, we will switch to this Branch (Plan B)." Using branches is appropriate when there are multiple
potential outcomes that would require fundamentally different resource allocations. For example, if a hurricane is projected to hit a
coast, the primary plan might address a Category 2 strike. However, planners would develop a "Branch" to evaluate the potential of
a Category 5 strike, which would require much larger evacuation zones and different medical surge capabilities.
This differs from aSequel, which is what happensaftera phase is completed; a branch happenssimultaneouslyor as a substitute
depending on an "if/then" trigger.
For theCEDPprofessional, branching is the essence of proactive incident management. It ensures that the Incident Command is
never caught off guard by a change in the situation. It supportsManagement by Objectivesby ensuring that the objectives remain
achievable even if the environmental conditions shift.
Option B (Annex options) refers to the structure of the document, and Option C (Forward/Reverse planning) refers to the
methodology of time-line construction. Only Option A correctly identifies the "contingency" nature of a Branch, which provides the
flexibility needed to manage high-uncertainty events like wildfires, chemical plumes, or evolving civil unrest where the "ground truth"
changes rapidly.

NEW QUESTION # 56 
What alternative best describes the importance of conducting tabletop exercises?

A. Coordinate and compare mutual aid response responsibilities and priorities
B. Address scenarios that cannot be adequately duplicated in drills or exercises
C. Improve communication and coordination among community response agencies

Answer: C

Explanation:
As defined by theHomeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP), aTabletop Exercise (TTX)is a discussion-based
event where key personnel meet in a low-stress, informal setting to discuss their roles during an emergency and their responses to a
particular situation.25The most important outcome and
"importance" of a TTX is toimprove communication and coordination among community response agencies.
26
Tabletop exercises are unique because they focus on thedecision-making processand the "meshing" of plans.
27They provide a safe environment for different department heads (Fire, Police, Public Works, and Private Sector partners) to sit
around a table and identify "who does what" before the pressure of a real incident.
28This process helps to:
* Clarify Roles:Ensure there is no confusion over who is the Incident Commander or who manages the Public Information function.
* Identify Gaps:Discover if two agencies are assuming they will use the same radio channel or the same staging area.
* Build Relationships:Establish the "Social Capital" necessary for trust during a real-world disaster.
While Option A is partially true-tabletops can address catastrophic scenarios (like a nuclear blast) that are too dangerous for live
drills-theirprimaryvalue is the coordination aspect. In theCEDPcurriculum, the TTX is seen as the vital bridge between "Writing the
Plan" and "Conducting a Full-Scale Exercise." If a community cannot successfully coordinate a response "on paper" during a
tabletop, they will certainly fail during a live- action drill. Therefore, the TTX serves as the foundational "collaborative" tool that
ensures all agencies are aligned with theNational Incident Management System (NIMS)and the localEmergency Operations Plan
(EOP).

NEW QUESTION # 57 
What entity coordinates Public Health Preparedness capabilities?

A. ASPR
B. DHS
C. CDC

Answer: C

Explanation:
While public health and medical preparedness are shared responsibilities, the specificPublic Health Emergency Preparedness
(PHEP) Capabilitiesare developed and coordinated by theCenters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The CDC



established the "15 Public Health Preparedness Capabilities" as the national standard for state, local, tribal, and territorial (SLTT)
health departments to use in their planning and to justify federal grant funding.
The 15 PHEP capabilities include:
* Community Preparedness
* Community Recovery
* Emergency Operations Coordination
* Emergency Public Information and Warning
* Fatality Management
* Information Sharing
* Mass Care
* Medical Countermeasure Dispensing and Administration
* Medical Materiel Management and Distribution
* Medical Surge
* Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions
* Public Health Surveillance and Epidemiological Investigation
* Public Health Laboratory Testing
* Responder Safety and Health
* Volunteer Management
In contrast,ASPR(Option A) coordinates the "Healthcare Preparedness Capabilities," which focus on hospitals and healthcare
coalitions. The CDC's focus is broader, addressing the underlying public health infrastructure, such as laboratory testing (Capability
13) and epidemiological investigation (Capability 12). For aCEDPprofessional, the CDC's standards are the "baseline" for
community health resilience. When a health department is awarded PHEP funding, they are held accountable for demonstrating their
ability to perform these specific functions. This ensures that the nation's public health system is not just reactive to diseases, but is a
robust, capability-based shield capable of managing the health impacts of any hazard, from a natural disaster to a biological attack.

NEW QUESTION # 58 
What agency has responsibility for water and wastewater systems during an emergency?

A. Department of Interior
B. U.S. Department of Agriculture
C. Environmental Protection Agency

Answer: C

Explanation:
As established byHomeland Security Presidential Directive 7 (HSPD-7)and theNational Response Framework (NRF),
theEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA)is the designated Sector-Specific Agency (SSA) for theWater and Wastewater
Systemssector. This sector is one of the 16 critical infrastructure sectors essential to the nation's security, economy, and public
health.10During an emergency, the EPA's responsibility is to coordinate the protection and rapid restoration of these systems.
The EPA performs several critical roles during a disaster response:11
* Technical Assistance:Providing expertise on water treatment, contaminant identification, and infrastructure repair.12
* Laboratory Support:Utilizing the Environmental Response Laboratory Network (ERLN) to analyze water samples for chemical or
biological agents.13
* Regulatory Oversight:Ensuring that emergency measures (like boil water advisories) follow the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).
While theUSDA(Option B) provides support for water systems in rural communities (typically under 10,000 residents), the overall
sector responsibility for the entire nation lies with the EPA. For aCEDPprofessional, the EPA is the primary federal partner
forEmergency Support Function #10 (Oil and Hazardous Materials)and a key supporter forESF #3 (Public Works and
Engineering). The EPA manages tools like theWater Health and Economic Analysis Tool (WHEAT)and theWaterISACto help
water utilities assess risks and share threat information.14By leading this sector, the EPA ensures that one of the most vital
"Community Lifelines"- potable water-is restored as quickly as possible, preventing secondary public health crises following a
primary disaster.

NEW QUESTION # 59 
What alternative best describes the mission of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)?

A. A multi-faceted operation that operates in a decentralized fashion
B. A focused single enterprise with a shared vision among many entities
C. A large agency gathers, assesses, and shares security information



Answer: B

Explanation:
TheDepartment of Homeland Security (DHS)is best described as afocused single enterprise with a shared vision among many
entities.1Since its creation following the 9/11 attacks, the mission of DHS has been to unify the previously fragmented domestic
security efforts into a single "Homeland Security Enterprise."2This enterprise includes not only the federal departments (FEMA,
TSA, CBP, Coast Guard, etc.) but also state, local, tribal, and territorial partners, as well as the private sector and the American
public.3 The "shared vision" is defined in theQuadrennial Homeland Security Review (QHSR), which identifies five core missions:
* Preventing terrorism and enhancing security.
* Securing and managing our borders.
* Enforcing and administering our immigration laws.
* Safeguarding and securing cyberspace.
* Ensuring resilience to disasters.
Option B is incorrect because, while DHS is multi-faceted, its goal is to move away from "decentralized" silos toward an integrated
"Unity of Effort." Option C describes a function (Information Sharing), but it does not capture the "Enterprise" mission. For
theCEDPprofessional, understanding DHS as an enterprise is critical for grant funding and resource coordination. It means that a
local police department's anti-terrorism efforts are part of the same "vision" as the Coast Guard's port security and CISA's
cybersecurity initiatives. This single- enterprise approach ensures that the nation's diverse security components are working toward
the same strategic goals, reducing overlaps and gaps in the defense of the homeland.

NEW QUESTION # 60
......
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