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ACDIS CCDS-O Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Risk Adjustment Models and Impact of Documentation and Coding: Covers CMS-HCC model
fundamentals, RAF scoring, Medicare Advantage payments, hierarchies, disease interactions, and
compliant HCC reporting requirements.
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Topic 2
Diseases and Disease Processes and Application to the Clinical Chart Review: Covers clinical indicators
across all ICD-10-CM chapters, applied to chart reviews, with recognition of medications, diagnostic
tests, and abbreviations as documentation clarification triggers.

Topic 3
Healthcare regulations, reimbursement, and documentation requirements related to the Official Guidelines
for
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Ace Your Career with ACDIS CCDS-O Certification
Our CCDS-O test material can help you focus and learn effectively. You don't have to worry about not having a dedicated time to
learn every day. You can learn our CCDS-O exam torrent in a piecemeal time, and you don't have to worry about the tedious and
cumbersome learning content. We will simplify the complex concepts by adding diagrams and examples during your study. By
choosing our CCDS-O test material, you will be able to use time more effectively than others and have the content of important
information in the shortest time. Because our CCDS-O Exam Torrent is delivered with fewer questions but answer the most
important information to allow you to study comprehensively, easily and efficiently. In the meantime, our service allows users to use
more convenient and more in line with the user's operating habits, so you will not feel tired and enjoy your study.

ACDIS Certified Clinical Documentation Specialist-Outpatient Sample
Questions (Q32-Q37):
NEW QUESTION # 32 
Documentation from which of the following facility settings contributes to the CMS-HCC risk score?

A. Hospital ambulatory clinic
B. Hospice care
C. Renal dialysis center
D. Freestanding ambulatory surgical center

Answer: A

Explanation:
Under CMS-HCC risk adjustment (commonly applied to Medicare Advantage), qualifying diagnoses must come from acceptable
encounter/claim sources and eligible provider types. Hospital-based outpatient services (including a hospital ambulatory clinic) are
among the standard, acceptable settings where diagnoses documented, coded, and submitted on qualifying encounters may be used
for risk adjustment-assuming they are supported, assessed/managed, and submitted per program requirements. In contrast, certain
facility claim types do not typically contribute to CMS-HCC capture in the same way. Hospice care is generally treated as a carve-
out/unique payment environment and is not relied upon as a routine source of risk-adjusting diagnosis capture for the member's
ongoing RAF. Renal dialysis centers (ESRD facilities) likewise operate under specialized payment constructs and are not the typical
outpatient setting used to drive CMS-HCC diagnosis capture for risk adjustment in standard CDI workflows. Freestanding
ambulatory surgical centers also frequently fall outside the usual risk-adjustment-eligible encounter sources emphasized in outpatient
CDI programs. Therefore, the hospital ambulatory clinic is the correct setting among these choices.

NEW QUESTION # 33 
Which entity is tasked by CMS to process both Part A and Part B beneficiary claims?

A. Risk adjustment validation contractors
B. Recovery audit contractors
C. Medicare administrative contractors
D. Zone program integrity contractors

Answer: C

Explanation:
CMS assigns Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) to administer Medicare fee-for-service operations at the jurisdictional
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level, including processing and paying both Part A and Part B claims. In outpatient CDI terms, MACs are central because they
apply Medicare coverage rules, edit logic, and payment policies that determine whether documentation supports medical necessity
and correct coding for submitted claims. This includes adjudicating hospital outpatient (Part B) services and facility-based Part A
services, handling provider enrollment functions, issuing Local Coverage Determinations (as applicable through their medical review
processes), and responding to claim inquiries and appeals routing. By contrast, Recovery Audit Contractors (RACs) focus on
identifying and recovering improper payments (post-payment auditing). Risk Adjustment Data Validation (RADV) contractors
validate diagnosis data submitted for risk-adjusted programs (primarily Medicare Advantage), not routine FFS claim processing.
Zone Program Integrity Contractors (ZPICs) (and their successors in some contexts) focus on program integrity and
fraud/waste/abuse investigations rather than standard claim adjudication. Therefore, the entity responsible for processing Part A and
Part B beneficiary claims is the MAC.

NEW QUESTION # 34 
A female patient presents for her yearly wellness check-up. Her vital signs are within normal limits with the exception of dyspnea.
Her weight is 165 lbs, up 10 lbs from her previous clinic visit 2 weeks prior. Problem list includes diagnoses of obesity, COPD,
heart failure, and diabetes without complications. The patient's A1c noted 9.2 up from 7.2 from previous year wellness exam. Based
on the clinical indicators, which of the following medications should be evaluated and addressed during this clinic visit?

A. Wellbutrin and Allegra
B. Megace and ferrous sulfate
C. Metformin and methotrexate
D. NovoLog and Lasix

Answer: D

Explanation:
In ambulatory CDI chart review, clinical indicators should align with assessment and management captured in the note (problem
relevance and MEAT-style support: monitor, evaluate, assess/address, treat). This visit has two strong indicators that warrant
medication evaluation. First, dyspnea plus a rapid 10-lb weight increase over two weeks is a classic signal of possible fluid overload
in a patient with heart failure, making a loop diuretic such as Lasix clinically relevant to assess (effectiveness, adherence, dose
changes, exacerbation risk, and whether HF is stable vs decompensated). Second, the A1c has worsened significantly (9.2 from
7.2), indicating inadequate glycemic control that should prompt review and adjustment of diabetes therapy; insulin such as NovoLog
is directly tied to diabetes treatment escalation or optimization. The other medication pairs do not logically match the documented
problems and indicators (e.g., appetite stimulant/anemia therapy, immunosuppressant, antidepressant/antihistamine). Therefore,
NovoLog and Lasix best reflect what should be evaluated and addressed

NEW QUESTION # 35 
The majority of E/M services are based on which of the following criteria?

A. New/established, site of service, and time
B. New/established, level of service, and age of patient
C. New/established, site of service, and level of service
D. New/established, physician specialty, and level of service

Answer: C

Explanation:
In outpatient CDI and coding education, selecting the correct E/M code starts with identifying the encounter category (e.g.,
office/outpatient vs inpatient/observation vs ED) and whether the patient is new or established, because these define the applicable
CPT code range. Next, the level of service is selected within that range based on the documentation supporting the required
elements for that code family. For most E/M services, "site of service" (place/setting) and "new vs established" are foundational
code-selection drivers, while "level" is determined by the record's support for the applicable leveling methodology (commonly
medical decision making and, when allowed/appropriate, time). Time can be a valid leveling method for many office/outpatient E/M
visits, but it is not universally the basis for the majority of E/M services across all categories; it is an alternative pathway when
documentation supports it. Physician specialty and patient age do not define the majority of E/M code selection. Therefore, the best
overall statement is new/established status + site of service + level of service.

NEW QUESTION # 36 



Symbicort is used to treat which of the following conditions?

A. Diabetic neuropathy
B. Congestive heart failure
C. Degenerative osteoarthritis
D. Persistent asthma

Answer: D

Explanation:
Symbicort is an inhaled combination medication containing an inhaled corticosteroid (ICS) and a long-acting beta-agonist (LABA).
In outpatient chart review, this medication class is most strongly associated with chronic airway inflammatory diseases requiring
controller therapy-especially persistent asthma (and also maintenance therapy for COPD, though COPD is not an option here). For
CDI purposes, medication-to-diagnosis linkage can act as a clinical indicator supporting clarification when the visit note lists
respiratory symptoms but does not clearly document the chronic condition being treated or its acuity/status. Symbicort is not used to
treat musculoskeletal degenerative disease (osteoarthritis), peripheral nerve pain from diabetes (diabetic neuropathy), or cardiac
pump failure (congestive heart failure). When Symbicort appears on the active med list, outpatient CDI commonly checks that the
provider's documentation appropriately reflects asthma classification (intermittent vs persistent), current control, exacerbation status
if applicable, and that the condition is being monitored/assessed/treated during the encounter to support reportability and accurate
coding.

NEW QUESTION # 37
......
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