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VMware Cloud Foundation 9.0 Support Sample Questions (Q47-Q52):

NEW QUESTION # 47

An admmistrator is responsible for a VMware Cloud Foundation (VCF) fleet. The administrator has been tasked with
commissioning four ESX hosts for a new workload domain that uses vVSAN Express Storage Architecture (ESA) as the primary
storage solution.

During the host validation stage in vSphere client, the process fails with the following errors:

esx-Lwld.vcflocal. Failed to validate vSAN HCL status.

esx-2.wld.vef. local. Failed to validate vSAN HCL status.

esx-3.wld.vcflocal. Failed to validate vSAN HCL status.

esx~4.wid.vef. local. Failed to validate vSAN HCL status.

What Is the cause of the errors?

e A. The RAID controller in each ESX host needs to be reconfigured to use Tri-mode.
e B. The ESX hosts must have internet access to validate vSAN ESA compatibility.
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e (. The RAID controller in each ESX host is not configured to use RAID-O/Passthrough.
¢ D. The ESX hosts are not using vSAN ESA certified storage devices.

Answer: D

Explanation:

VMware Cloud Foundation 9.0 requires strict VSAN ESA hardware compatibility when creating a workload domain that uses
VSAN Express Storage Architecture (ESA). During host validation, SDDC Manager and vSphere Client check whether each ESXi
host meets ESA requirements, including CPU generation, storage controller type, and-most importantly-ES A-certified NVMe
storage devices. The validation errors provided:

"Failed to validate vVSAN HCL status" for every host

indicate that the hosts do not meet the vSAN ESA HCL requirements.

VCF 9.0 documentation states that ESA uses a next-generation log-structured filesystem requiring certified NVMe devices only,
with no RAID controller dependencies. Unlike OSA, ESA eliminates disk groups, but it requires certified devices listed on the
VSAN ESA HCL to pass host validation. If non-certified or unsupported NVMe/SAS devices are present, validation fails exactly as
described.

Option A is incorrect because RAID pass-through settings apply to OSA, not ESA.

Option C is incorrect because ESA compatibility validation is performed offline using the SDDC Manager BOM, not via internet
lookup.

Option D is incorrect because ESA does not use tri-mode RAID controllers.

Therefore, the documented and verified cause is B: hosts are not using VSAN ESA certified storage devices.

NEW QUESTION # 48

An administrator has observed that the vSphere Global Inventory is only available from the management domain vCenter. The
Global Inventory is not available from the workload domain's vCenter.

Why is the "Global Inventory" missing from the workload domain's vCenter?

A. Supervisor Managemment has not been enabled.

B. An external VIDB instance has not been configured.

C. An inventory sync was not run following the workload domain creation.
D. VCF SSO and vCenter Linking have not been configured.

Answer: D

Explanation:

TheGlobal Inventory List (GIL)is only available whenmulti-vCenter SSO domain linkingis configured. In VMware Cloud
Foundation, themanagement domain vCenteris deployed first and becomes theroot vCenter for global mventory data. For workload
domains, their vCenter Servers nust beregistered into the same SSO domainandlinkedwith the management-domain vCenter in
order for the global mventory data (VMSs, hosts, clusters, content libraries) to appear.

Ifa workload domain vCenter is not SSO-linked, it operates in its own identity domain, and thereforecannot access or present
Global Inventory, resulting in exactly the symptom described: the management domain vCenter shows the GIL, while the workload
domain vCenter does not.

Option B (Supervisor Management) relates to vSphere with Tanzu and has no impact on Global Inventory.

Option C (inventory sync) is incorrect-there is no manual sync required; GIL relies entirely on SSO linking,

Option D (VIDB) is not related to vCenter linking or inventory visibility; it is used by VCF Identity Broker.

Therefore, the reason the Global Inventory is missing from the workload domain vCenter is thatSSO/vCenter Linking has not been
configured, which is required for federation across all VCF vCenters.

NEW QUESTION # 49

A VMware Cloud Foundation (VCF) administrator cannot deploy Virtual Machines (VMs) to a compute cluster.

The administrator discovers that the vVCLS VM on the problematic cluster are powered off and cannot be powered on.
What action can the administrator take to enable deployment of VMs?

A. Enable retreat mode on the affected cluster.

B. Set DRS Automation level to fully autormated.
C. Delete all resource pools in the affected cluster.
D. Disable HA on the affected cluster.

Answer: A



Explanation:

In vSphere 7+ and VCF-managed clusters, thevSphere Cluster Services (VCLS)VMs must remain powered on for DRS, cluster
health, and policy enforcement to function. If the vCLS VMs cannot power on,no workloads-including new VMs-can be
deployedto the cluster because vSphere considers the cluster unhealthy.

A common cause is insufficient resources (CPU/memory), datastore issues, or policy conflicts preventing vVCLS VMs from starting.
‘VMware providesRetreat Modeas a troubleshooting mechanism to temporarily disable vCLS, allowing the administrator to deploy
VM and correct underlying issues. Enabling retreat mode:

* Removes VCLS from the cluster

* Restores ability to deploy VMs

* Allows remediation of storage/placement issues

* Can later be disabled to restore DRS health

Option A (deleting resource pools) does not restore VCLS VM power state.

Option B (disabling HA) does not affect vCLS behavior.

Option D (setting DRS automation level) does not correct vCLS placement problemns.

NEW QUESTION # 50

An admmnistrator attempts to update the VMware vCenter root account password through VMware Cloud Foundation (VCF)
Operations. The attempt fails with the following error message, "Failed to authenticate with the guest operating system using the
supplied credentials." What is the cause of the failure?

A. The SSH service is not running,

B. The password was previously updated on the vCenter directly.
C. vCenter is down.

D. The password does not meet policy requirements.

Answer: B

Explanation:

VMware Cloud Foundation 9.0 Operations manages credentials for integrated components such as vCenter Server through its
internal password vault. When administrators modify passwordsdirectly on the component

-such as manually changing thevCenter rootpassword- VCF Operations is no longer able to authenticate using its stored credentials.
As a result, any password rotation or update operation initiated through VCF Operations fails during the validation step.

The error'Failed to authenticate with the guest operating system using the supplied credentialsis a direct symptom of this condition.
VCF Operations attempts to log in to vCenter using thepreviously stored credential, which no longer matches the actual root
password. Documentation describes this as an "out-of- sync credential state," and the resolution is to performpassword
remediationto re-synchronize VCF Operations with the system.

Option A (password complexity) is irrelevant because complexity is validated only after authentication.

Option C (vCenter down) would generate connectivity errors, not authentication errors.

Option D (SSH disabled) does not prevent password rotation because VCF Operations uses VMware Tools guest operations, not
SSH, for authentication.

NEW QUESTION # 51

An administrator is attempting to import a certificate chain In VMware Cloud Foundation (VCF) Operations by uploading a
certificate file. The validation fails with an error stating, "The provided certificate content is invalid.' What is a possible cause for this
error?

A. The certificate chain order is mvalid.

B. The certificate chain does not include the private key.
C. The certificate chain is missing the root CA.

D. The certificate is not PEM-encoded.

Answer: D

Explanation:

VCF Operations enforces strict certificate format validation when importing certificate chains. According to VMware Cloud
Foundation 9.x certificate management requirements,all uploaded certificates must be PEM- encoded. A PEM certificate must
contain:

* ASCII-encoded content

* Proper headers such as:



*ommen BEGIN CERTIFICATE-----

*ommen END CERTIFICATE-----

Ifthe certificate is encoded nDER, PFX, PKCS#12, or any non-PEM format, VCF Operations will reject the upload with the
error:

"The provided certificate content is nvalid."

This matches the behavior described in the question.

Option B (chain order invalid) and Option C (missing root CA) can cause validation issuesonly afterthe certificate file is successfully
parsed. The error described indicatesthe file itself cannot be parsed, which directly points to encoding.

Option D (missing private key) is incorrect becausecertificate chain uploads must NOT include a private key- private keys are only
used during CSR signing and are handled separately by the system.

NEW QUESTION # 52
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