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CIPS L5M1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic

Details

Topic 1

¢ Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:

This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing tears.
The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,
fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the
importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

Topic 2

Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED mfluences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, ncluding administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodernism, socio-technical systens, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.
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¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teamns: This section of the
exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
tearms. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, norms, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for
merging, disbanding, or changing tears.

Topic 3

¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
mntelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors nfluencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.

Topic 4

>> Valid LSM1 Exam Prep <<

Dump CIPS L5M1 Check & High L5M1 Passing Score

Real L5SM1 questions in our PDF document can be viewed at any time from any place using your smartphone, tablet, and laptop. If
you are busy and don't have time to sit and study for the Managing Tears and Individuals L5SM1 test, download and use CIPS
L5MI PDF dumps on the go. To pass the CIPS L5SMI exam, it is recommended that you simply use ExamdFree L5SM1 real dumps
for a few days.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q21-Q26):

NEW QUESTION # 21
What is meant by 'alienation’ at work? (5 points). Describe 5 factors which can cause this (20 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Definition (5 points):

Alienation at work refers to a state where employees feel disconnected, powerless, or estranged from their job, their colleagues, or
the organisation. The concept, linked to Karl Marx's theory, highlights situations where workers feel that they have little control, little
purpose, and no personal fulfilment in their role. Alienation often leads to low motivation, disengagement, and reduced productivity.
Five Factors that Cause Alienation (20 points):

Repetitive and monotonous work - Jobs that involve the same routine tasks every day can make employees feel like "cogs in a
machine." For example, a procurement clerk only processing nvoices with no involvement in decision-making may quickly feel
alienated.

Lack of autonomy - When employees have no control over how they do their work, they feel powerless. In procurement, if buyers
must follow rigid procedures without nput into strategy, they may feel disengaged.

Poor leadership and communication - Alienation grows when managers fail to mvolve employees, communicate decisions, or provide
feedback. Staff may feel undervalued and excluded from organisational goals.

Weak connection to organisational purpose - If employees cannot see how their work contributes to wider goals or society, they
may feel their role lacks meaning, For instance, working in a cost-cutting environment without recognition of social value or
sustamability can reduce motivation.

Lack of recognition or development opportunities - When enployees feel their contributions are ignored, or they see no path for
growth, they disengage. In procurement, failing to recognise successful negotiations or not offering training can create a sense of
alienation.

Conclusion:

Alienation occurs when employees feel disconnected from their work, leading to low morale and performance. It can be caused by
repetitive tasks, lack of autonomy, poor leadership, absence of purpose, and lack of recognition. For managers, reducing alienation
means creating meaningful work, involving employees in decisions, and supporting development, which leads to higher engagement
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and productivity in procurement and supply finctions.

NEW QUESTION # 22
How can a procurement manager embed a culture of life-long learning within the department? (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

A culture of lifelong learning means that employees see continuous development as a normal part of their work, rather than a one-off
event. For a procurement manager, embedding this culture requires leadership, systenrs, and consistent encouragement.

The first step is to lead by example. If the procurement manager demonstrates commitiment to professional learning (e.g., pursuing
CIPS qualifications or attending industry events), team members are more likely to follow. Role-modelling is a powerful way of
embedding culture.

Secondly, the manager can create structured training and development programmes. This could include formal training courses on
negotiation, category management, or e-procurement systems, combined with informal methods like mentoring and peer learning,
Having clear learning pathways ensures staff know how to develop their careers.

Thirdly, the manager should encourage knowledge sharing within the team. This may involve "lunch and lear"" sessions, after-action
reviews of sourcing projects, or creating knowledge repositories where lessons learned are stored for future use. Sharing
experiences embeds learning into daily work.

Fourthly, embedding learning into performance management is key. Training and development goals should be included in staff
appraisals. For example, procurement assistants could be required to complete CPD (Continuing Professional Development) hours
each year as part of their objectives.

Fifthly, the manager should encourage external engagement. Attending conferences, webinars, or supplier innovation workshops
exposes staff to new ideas and best practices. In procurement, this is vital for staying ahead of supply chain trends such as
sustainability or digitalisation.

Sixthly, the manager should recognise and reward learning efforts. When staff complete training, gain qualifications, or demonstrate
new skills, this should be acknowledged publicly. Recognition motivates others to commit to learning,

Finally, the manager should ensure that resources and time are allocated for development. Lifelong learning will not happen if staff
are overloaded with daily tasks. By scheduling training days or setting aside budgets, the manager signals that learning is valued.
Conclusion:

A procurement manager can embed lifelong learning by role-modelling development, providing structured training, encouraging
knowledge sharing, linking learning to performance reviews, and recognising achievements. By creating this culture, the department
becomes more skilled, innovative, and motivated, which ultimately delivers greater value to the organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 23
Contrast different ways in which an individual can learn new skills’knowledge (15 points). Describe a factor which may influence
how individuals learn a new skillknowledge (10 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Individuals learn in different ways, and managers nust understand these methods to develop their teans effectively.

One method is formal learning, such as classroom courses, e-learning, or qualifications like CIPS. This gives structured knowledge
and ensures consistency, but it may lack immediate workplace application.

A second method is on-the-job learning, where skills are developed through daily tasks, job rotation or shadowing, This is practical
and tailored to the workplace but may be inconsistent without good supervision.

A third approach is experiential learming, based on Kolb's cycle of experience, reflection, conceptualisation and testing. For exanple,
a buyer may learn negotiation skills by practising in a live supplier meeting, reflecting on performance, and then improving,

Another method is social learning, as described by Bandur

a. Individuals learn by observing and modelling others' behaviour. In procurement, junior staff may observe how senior colleagues
manage supplier relationships and copy effective practices.

Finally, there is self-directed learning, where individuals take mitiative through reading, research or online courses. This builds
independence but requires strong personal motivation.

In contrast, formal learing is structured and standardised, while experiential and social learning are more practical and situational.



On-the-job learning blends practice with support, whereas self-directed learning provides autonomy but less guidance. Most
organisations use a mix of these methods to ensure balanced development.

One important factor that influences learning is an individual's learning style. According to Honey and Mumford, some people are
activists (learn best by doing), others are reflectors (learn by observing and thinking), theorists (prefer analysing concepts), or
pragmatists (want to apply ideas in practice). For exanmple, in procurement training, an activist may benefit from a role-play
negotiation, while a theorist may prefer studying sourcing models before application. Managers who recognise learning styles can
tailor development activities to individual preferences, making learning more effective.

In conclusion, individuals can learn through formal, on-the-job, experiential, social, or self-directed approaches, each with strengths
and weaknesses. Learning effectiveness depends on personal factors such as style, and managers who understand these differences
can create development opportunities that are both motivating and productive.

NEW QUESTION # 24
What is meant by emotional intelligence? (5 points). In what ways is a high emotional intelligence quotient (EQ) beneficial to the
procurement department of an organisation? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Definition of Emotional Intelligence (5 points):

Emotional Intelligence (EI), popularised by Daniel Goleman, is the ability to recognise, understand, and manage one's own emotions
as well as the emotions of others. It involves self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skills. A high EQ
enables individuals to manage stress, build strong relationships, and influence others effectively.

Benefits of High EQ in Procurement (20 points):

Improved Negotiation Skills: Procurement professionals with high EQ can read emotions, adapt communication styles, and manage
conflict effectively during supplier negotiations. This leads to stronger outcomes and sustainable supplier relationships.

Stronger Stakeholder Management: EQ helps buyers understand the needs and concerns of internal stakeholders (finance,
operations, CSR). This fosters trust, persuasion, and collaboration in category strategies.

Conflict Resolution: In diverse teams or complex supply chains, conflict is common. High EQ managers can defuse tensions, listen
actively, and find win-win solutions, maintaining team cohesion and supplier cooperation.

Resilience Under Pressure: Procurement often deals with supply crises, deadlines, or cost pressures. High EQ professionals manage
stress, stay calm, and make rational decisions under pressure, maintaining credibility.

Team Leadership and Motivation: Managers with high EQ can inspire, coach, and support individuals, recognising different
personalities and motivations. This improves morale, retention, and performance in procurement teans.

Ethical and Responsible Behaviour: High EQ includes empathy and awareness of wider impacts. Procurement leaders with EQ are
more likely to consider ethical sourcing, sustainability, and supplier welfare, aligning decisions with organisational values.

Change Management: Procurement functions often undergo transformation (e.g., digital tools, supplier consolidation). Leaders with
high EQ can commumicate sensitively, understand employee concerns, and build buy-in for change.

Conclusion:

Emotional intelligence is the ability to manage emotions and relationships effectively. In procurement, high EQ strengthens
negotiations, builds trust with stakeholders, resolves conflicts, motivates teams, and supports ethical and sustainable practices. It is
therefore a critical capability for procurement leaders aiming to achieve both operational excellence and strategic value.

NEW QUESTION # 25
Compare and contrast how procurement would collaborate with any TWO of the following stakeholders: suppliers, customers, other
departments within the organisation, local community. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Procurement plays a central role in engaging with different stakeholders. Effective collaboration ensures efficiency, compliance, and
value creation. The way procurement collaborates can vary depending on the stakeholder group. Two examples are suppliers and
other departments within the organisation.

Collaboration with Suppliers:

Procurement must develop strong relationships with suppliers to ensure continuity of supply, cost efficiency, and quality. This



involves activities such as contract negotiation, performance monitoring, and supplier relationship management (SRM). Collaboration
often focuses on building trust, sharing forecasts, and working on joint initiatives like innovation or sustainability. For example, in a
manufacturing firm, procurement may collaborate with a fabric supplier to develop new eco-friendly materials. The relationship can
be transactional for routine iterrs or strategic for high-value, critical suppliers.

Collaboration with Other Departments:

Internally, procurement must work closely with functions such as Finance, Operations, and Marketing. Collaboration ensures that
procurement strategies align with organisational needs. For example, Finance may require procurement to manage budgets and
compliance, while Operations depends on procurement for timely materials. Collaboration may involve cross-functional teans, joint
decision-making, and regular communication. For instance, procurement and product development may work together to source
innovative materials that match design requirements.

Comparison:

Both collaborations require trust, open communication, and alignment of goals.

With suppliers, collaboration often focuses externally on securing value and innovation. With internal departments, it focuses on
aligning procurement activity with business objectives.

Supplier collaboration may nvolve formal tools like contracts, KPIs, and SRM frameworks, whereas internal collaboration relies
more on teamwork, commumication, and shared processes.

Contrast:

Suppliers are external stakeholders, so procurement must manage risks, legal compliance, and negotiation dynamics. Internal
departments are internal stakeholders, requiring influence, persuasion, and partnership.

Supplier collaboration aims at building long-term external relationships; internal collaboration ensures smooth workflows and
organisational efficiency.

Conclusion:

Procurement collaborates with both suppliers and internal departments, but the focus differs. Supplier collaboration is about external
value creation and innovation, while internal collaboration is about aligning processes and achieving organisational goals. Successful
procurement professionals adapt their approach to meet the needs of each group while ensuring overall business success.

NEW QUESTION # 26
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