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Construction Specifications Institute Construction Documents Technologist
Sample Questions (Q35-Q40):
NEW QUESTION # 35 
According to standard general conditions, which of the following is true about shop drawings?

A. They include performance charts, instructions, and brochures.
B. They are contract documents.
C. They are reviewed only by the architect/engineer.
D. They illustrate some portion of the work.

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 36 
Which of the following ensure that all systems work together effectively to meet the overall project performance goals?

A. Safety testing
B. Inspection by architect
C. Total project commissioning
D. Field testing

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 37 
When a public works project utilizes design-bid-build, which option would NOT minimize the risk of bid shopping?

A. The subcontractor can withhold their prices from the bidder until the final moments before the deadline.
B. The bidder can ask the subcontractor to reevaluate their prices to find a lower price after the subcontractor has submitted
their price.
C. The architect/engineer/owner team can consider bid listing and bid depository provisions.
D. Require bidders to provide a list of their intended subcontractors along with their bid.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Within the CSI / CDT framework, bid shopping is the practice of a prime bidder (typically a general contractor) using one
subcontractor's price to pressure that subcontractor or competitors into lowering their price after bids have been received. CSI
treats this as an unethical and undesirable practice that increases risk and undermines fair competition in the procurement process.
Practices that help minimize bid shopping include:
* Bid listing and bid depository provisions (Option A):Some public agencies require that the general contractor list major
subcontractors with the bid or use a bid depository system. These mechanisms are intended specifically to discourage bid shopping
by locking in the subcontractors named at bid time and making the process more transparent.
* Requiring bidders to provide a list of intended subcontractors with their bid (Option B):This is another form of sub-bid listing. By
compelling the prime bidder to identify subcontractors at bid submission, it restricts their ability to shop sub-bids afterward, thereby
minimizing the risk of bid shopping.
* Subcontractors withholding their prices until close to bid time (Option C):While not ideal from a coordination standpoint, this is a
common subcontractor strategy in a competitive environment to reduce the time window during which a prime contractor can use
their number to shop for a lower price.
This can mitigate bid shopping risk from the subcontractor's perspective.
By contrast:
* D. The bidder can ask the subcontractor to reevaluate their prices to find a lower price after the subcontractor has submitted their
price.This is essentially a description of bid shopping behavior.
Asking a subcontractor to "re-evaluate" to get a lower price after their number has been used to compile the bid (especially when
using other subs' prices as leverage) is exactly what public procurement provisions try to prevent. This does not minimize the risk of
bid shopping; it is bid shopping.
Therefore, the only option that clearly does not reduce or prevent bid shopping is D.
Relevant CSI-aligned references (no URLs):
* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - Procurement and Bidding chapters (discussion of competitive bidding ethics and bid



shopping).
* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - Procurement and bidding procedures and ethical practices in public work.

NEW QUESTION # 38 
Under SectionFormat, where would the Article "Manufacturers" be found?

A. Either Part 1 or Part 2
B. Part 2 only
C. Part 1 only
D. Part 3 only

Answer: B

Explanation:
CSI's SectionFormat establishes a standard three-part structure for specification sections:
* Part 1 - GeneralAdministrative and procedural requirements specific to that section (scope, related work, references, submittals,
quality assurance, delivery/storage, warranties, etc.).
* Part 2 - ProductsDescriptions of products, materials, and equipment required: manufacturers, materials, components, fabrication,
finishes, performance requirements, and similar.
* Part 3 - ExecutionField/application/installation requirements: examination, preparation, installation
/application procedures, tolerances, field quality control, adjustment, cleaning, protection, etc.
Within this structure, CSI specifically places "Manufacturers" as an article in Part 2 - Products. This is because Part 2 is where the
specifier identifies:
* Acceptable manufacturers or manufacturer list
* Standard products and models
* Performance or quality requirements associated with those manufacturers
* Product substitutions (if addressed by article structure)
Placing "Manufacturers" in Part 2 maintains consistency across specs and makes it clear that manufacturer- related information is
part of the product requirements, not administrative conditions or execution procedures.
Why the other options do not align with SectionFormat:
* A. Either Part 1 or Part 2Although some poorly structured sections in practice may misplace content, CSI's recommended
SectionFormat is explicit: manufacturers belong in Part 2 - Products.
Allowing Part 1 or Part 2 would blur the distinction between administrative requirements and product requirements.
* B. Part 1 onlyPart 1 is not intended for listing manufacturers. It covers general/administrative topics, not the specific products or
manufacturers.
* D. Part 3 onlyPart 3 deals with execution/installation in the field, not who manufactures the products.
Manufacturer listing in Part 3 would conflict with CSI's structure and make the section harder to interpret and coordinate.
Therefore, under SectionFormat, the correct location for the "Manufacturers" article is Part 2 only (Option C).
Key CSI References (titles only, no links):
* CSI SectionFormat and PageFormat (official CSI format document).
* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - chapters explaining the three-part section structure and where to place specific
articles such as "Manufacturers."
* CSI MasterFormat/SectionFormat training materials used for CDT preparation.

NEW QUESTION # 39 
Which term or word is appropriate to use in specification text?

A. Work
B. As required
C. As per
D. Any

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 40
......
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