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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q55-Q60):

NEW QUESTION # 55
An elderly patient in a long-term care facility develops a localized outbreak of painful vesicles along a dermatome. Tzanck smear of a
vesicle reveals multinucleated giant cells. The MOST likelycausative agent is:

A. Herpes simplex virus type 1
B. Orfvirus

C. Coxsackievirus

D. Varicella-zoster virus

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 56

A researcher is investigating the mechanism of action of a novel antibacterial agent that inhibits bacterial protein synthesis. The agent
binds to the 50S ribosomal subunit and prevents the translocation of peptidyl- tRNA. This mechanism of action is similar to which of
the following antibiotics?

A. Penicillin

B. Azithromycin
C. Ciprofloxacin
D. Vancomycin

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 57
A clinical laboratory manager is implementing a new automated blood culture system. Which aspect is LEAST likely to be part of
the initial verification/validation process before clinical use?

A. Establishing workflow and training competency for laboratory staff

B. Verification of detection of a panel of common bloodstream pathogens

C. Assessment of the systen's contamination rate over one year of routine use
D. Comparison of time-to-detection with the previous system

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 58
A patient with a history of intravenous drug use develops a fever and new heart murmur. Blood cultures are positive for Gram-
positive cocci that are catalase-positive and coagulase-positive. The MOST likely complication of this infection is:

A. Reactive arthritis
B. Glomerulonephritis
C. Septic arthritis

D. Embolic stroke

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 59

A public health nvestigation is underway following several cases of encephalitis in a specific geographic region during the summer
months. Mosquitoes are abundant in the area. Serological testing of patient CSF samples reveals IgM antibodies against a flavivirus.
The MOST likely causative agent is:

A. Jamestown Canyon virus

B. Rabies virus

C. West Nile virus

D. Eastern equine encephalitis virus



Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 60
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