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CIDQ IDPX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Professional Business Practices: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design Consultant
and addresses business structures, scope of practice, proposals, contracts, and basic project accounting. It
prepares candidates to understand legal obligations, manage finances, and structure project proposals
professionally.

Topic 2
Project Assessment and Sustainability: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design
Consultant and covers understanding and evaluating square footage standards, environmental and wellness
criteria, existing site conditions, and key project drivers such as client goals, culture, and budget.

Topic 3

Integration with Building Systems and Construction: This section of the exam measures skills of a Building
Systems Coordinator and involves applying knowledge of structural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire
protection, lighting, and acoustical systems. It also includes coordinating with ceiling plans, installation
sequencing, and understanding building components and transport systems.
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Topic 4

Code Requirements, Laws, Standards, and Regulations: This section of the exam measures the skills of a
Regulatory Compliance Specialist and covers environmental regulations, accessibility standards, building
codes, and zoning laws. It also addresses understanding jurisdictional permit processes and legal
implications for design compliance.

Topic 5

Integration of Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment: This section of the exam measures the skills of a FF&E
Specialist and focuses on selecting and integrating furniture and equipment. It includes understanding
product types, code compliance, maintenance requirements, procurement, installation processes, and cost
estimation methods.

Topic 6

Project Process, Roles, and Coordination: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Project Design
Manager and focuses on team roles, stakeholder engagement, budgeting, project timelines, and
collaboration with allied professionals. It also includes managing deliverables, specifications, phased
construction, and conducting post-occupancy evaluations.
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CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q17-Q22):
NEW QUESTION # 17 
During which phase is it BEST to consider integrating a security system in a project?

A. permit review
B. schematic design
C. construction documents
D. post-occupancy

Answer: B

Explanation:
Schematic design is the phase where conceptual layouts and systems integration, including security (e.g., cameras, access controls),
are planned to align with the overall design intent. This allows coordination with architectural, electrical, and structural elements early
on. Permit review (A) is too late, as systems should already be designed. Post-occupancy (B) occurs after completion, missing
integration opportunities.
Construction documents (D) detail finalized plans, but security should be conceptualized earlier to avoid costly revisions. Schematic
design is the optimal phase for initial system planning.
Verified Answer from Official Source:C - schematic design
"Security systems should be integrated during schematic design to ensure coordination with other building systems and design goals."
(NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Project Coordination) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ identifies schematic
design as the stage for establishing system requirements, enabling efficient collaboration with consultants and avoiding later conflicts.
Objectives:
* Integrate building systems during design phases (IDPX Objective 2.6).

NEW QUESTION # 18 
A storage area has been approved as an accessory occupancy within a retail store. The means of egress requirements are based on
which occupancy type?

A. Mercantile (M)
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B. Storage (S)
C. Business (B)

Answer: A

Explanation:
Per the International Building Code (IBC) Section 508.2, an accessory occupancy (e.g., storage within a retail store) with an area
less than 10% of the main occupancy's floor area adopts the egress requirements of the primary occupancy, here Mercantile (M).
Retail stores are classified as Group M, and their storage, if accessory, doesn't trigger separate Storage (S) egress rules unless it
exceeds size or hazard thresholds.
Business (B) applies to offices, not retail. Thus, egress (e.g., exits, travel distance) is governed by Mercantile requirements, making
C correct.
Verified Answer from Official Source:C - Mercantile (M)
"For accessory occupancies, means of egress requirements are based on the primary occupancy type, such as Mercantile (M) for
retail with accessory storage." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The
NCIDQ aligns with IBC, noting that accessory areas follow the main occupancy's egress rules to simplify design and ensure
consistent safety standards.
Objectives:
* Apply occupancy classifications to egress (IDPX Objective 1.2).

NEW QUESTION # 19 
The interior designer presents budget options based on quality ranges and the client approves a budget on the low end. Throughout
the design process, the client has added higher quality items and the project is now over budget. What could have been done to
prevent this problem?

A. Included a contingency line item in the budget
B. Reviewed the budget status more frequently with the client
C. Required the client to fill out preliminary budget sheets
D. Redefined the specifications based on a square foot budget

Answer: B

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's ability to manage budgets and client expectations throughout a project. In this scenario,
the client's addition of higher-quality items led to a budget overrun, indicating a lack of communication and monitoring during the
design process.
* Option A (Included a contingency line item in the budget):A contingency line item is useful for unexpected costs (e.g., construction
issues), but it does not prevent the client from making choices that exceed the budget. It addresses the symptom (budget overrun)
rather than the cause (lack of budget oversight).
* Option B (Required the client to fill out preliminary budget sheets):While this might provide initial clarity on the client's priorities, it
does not ensure ongoing budget management. The client may still make changes during the design process, as happened here,
without understanding the budget impact.
* Option C (Reviewed the budget status more frequently with the client):This is the best preventive action because regular budget
reviews would have allowed the designer to inform the client of the cost implications of adding higher-quality items. Frequent
communication ensures that the client understands how their decisions affect the budget, enabling adjustments before the project
goes over budget.
* Option D (Redefined the specifications based on a square foot budget):A square foot budget is more common for commercial
projects and does not directly address the client's decision-making process. Redefining specifications might help after the issue is
identified, but it is not a preventive measure for this scenario.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on project management and budget oversight.
"Designers should review the budget status with the client regularly throughout the project to ensure that design decisions align with
the approved budget and to address any discrepancies promptly." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Project Management Section) The
NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide emphasizes the importance of ongoing budget reviews with the client to prevent cost overruns. By
reviewing the budget more frequently, the designer could have flagged the cost impact of the client's changes early, allowing for
informed decisions to stay within budget. Option C directly addresses this best practice.
Objectives:
* Understand the importance of budget management in the design process (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Project Management).
* Apply communication strategies to manage client expectations (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Professional Practice).



NEW QUESTION # 20 
What is the MOST effective construction method to help mitigate impact noise from high heels on ahard floor surface?

A. Framed-in upholstered wall panel system
B. Resilient underlayment in the floor assembly
C. Blanket insulation between joists and trusses
D. Higher NRC in the ceiling material

Answer: B

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of acoustical design, specifically how to mitigate impact noise, which is
caused by physical contact (e.g., high heels on a hard floor) and transmitted through the structure. Impact noise is best addressed by
isolating the vibration at the source, rather than relying solely on sound absorption.
* Option A (Higher NRC in the ceiling material):NRC (Noise Reduction Coefficient) measures a material's ability to absorb airborne
sound within a space. While a higher NRC ceiling material can reduce reverberation, it does not effectively mitigate impact noise,
which is transmitted through the floor structure to the space below.
* Option B (Framed-in upholstered wall panel system):Upholstered wall panels also absorb airborne sound but have minimal effect
on impact noise, as they do not address the vibration at the floor level where the noise originates.
* Option C (Resilient underlayment in the floor assembly):This is the most effective method. Resilient underlayment (e.g., rubber or
cork) is a layer installed beneath the hard floor surface that absorbs and isolates vibrations caused by impact, such as footsteps from
high heels. This reduces the transmission of impact noise to the structure and the space below, making it the best solution.
* Option D (Blanket insulation between joists and trusses):Blanket insulation (e.g., fiberglass batt) between joists helps reduce
airborne sound transmission but has little effect on impact noise, as it does not isolate the vibration at the floor surface.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on acoustical design and noise control.
"To mitigate impact noise from hard floor surfaces, a resilient underlayment should be incorporated into the floor assembly to absorb
vibrations and reduce transmission to the structure below." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Acoustical Design Section) The NCIDQ
IDPX Study Guide specifies that resilient underlayment is the most effective method for mitigating impact noise, as it directly
addresses the source of the vibration. This aligns with Option C, making it the best construction method for reducing noise from high
heels on a hard floor.
Objectives:
* Understand methods for controlling impact noise in interior spaces (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Acoustical Design).
* Apply construction detailing to achieve acoustical performance (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Detailing and Construction).

NEW QUESTION # 21 
Which space would MOST likely have a dedicated HVAC system?

A. an office in a high rise
B. computer room in a school
C. lobby of a healthcare center

Answer: B

Explanation:
A computer room (e.g., server room) requires a dedicated HVAC system to maintain precise temperature and humidity control,
protecting sensitive equipment from heat and static, per ASHRAE standards. An office in a high rise (A) typically uses a central
HVAC system shared across floors. A healthcare lobby (C) relies on general building HVAC, not a dedicated unit, unless critical
(e.g., isolation). Computer rooms (B) have unique cooling demands, making a dedicated system most likely.
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - computer room in a school
"Computer rooms most likely require dedicated HVAC systems to ensure consistent environmental control for equipment
performance." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Building Systems) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ highlights
dedicated HVAC for spaces with specialized needs, like computer rooms, to prevent damage and ensure operational reliability.
Objectives:
* Integrate specialized building systems (IDPX Objective 2.9).
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