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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q93-Q98):
NEW QUESTION # 93 
A Security Operations Center (SOC) analyst is investigating a suspected phishing incident where an employee clicked on a malicious
link. The XSOAR playbook needs to automatically enrich the incident with threat intelligence, isolate the affected endpoint, and
notify relevant stakeholders. Which of the following XSOAR playbook features are essential to achieve this level of automation and
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orchestration?

A. Playbook Permissions, Role-Based Access Control, and Audit Logs
B. Multi-Tenant Management, Server Configuration, and Licensing
C. Incident Fields, Indicators, and Custom Reports
D. Layouts, Dashboards, and War Room
E. Conditional Tasks, Integrations, and Human Interaction Tasks

Answer: E

Explanation:
To achieve automated enrichment, endpoint isolation, and notification, the playbook requires conditional tasks to make decisions
based on incident data (e.g., threat intelligence lookup results), integrations to interact with external systems (e.g., SIEM, EDR for
isolation), and potentially human interaction tasks for approvals or manual steps. Layouts, dashboards, and War Room are for
visualization and collaboration but not automation. Incident fields, indicators, and custom reports are data structures and reporting,
not automation mechanisms. Permissions, RBAC, and audit logs are for security and governance. Multi-tenant management, server
configuration, and licensing are administrative aspects.

NEW QUESTION # 94 
A global financial institution is experiencing a sophisticated, multi-stage attack. Initial reconnaissance involved phishing, leading to
endpoint compromise. The attacker then used legitimate administrative tools (LOLBins) to move laterally and exfiltrate sensitive dat
a. Their existing EDR solution alerted on some suspicious processes, but struggled to correlate these discrete events into a cohesive
attack narrative, leading to alert fatigue and delayed response. Which of the following Cortex XDR capabilities would most
effectively address this scenario compared to a standalone EDR?

A. The ability to perform real-time blocking of malicious executables through signature-based detection, similar to traditional
antivirus.
B. Automated patch management and vulnerability scanning for all endpoints within the network.
C. Providing deep packet inspection at the network perimeter to block known malicious IP addresses.
D. Its advanced behavioral analytics and machine learning, which identify deviations from normal user and system behavior
across the entire attack surface.
E. Integration with a Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) system for centralized log collection only.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Cortex XDR excels in correlating alerts from various sources (endpoints, network, cloud, identity) using behavioral analytics and
machine learning to construct a complete attack story (Incident View). This significantly reduces alert fatigue and allows security
teams to focus on actual threats, a major limitation of EDRs that often provide isolated alerts. While an EDR might flag suspicious
processes (like LOLBins), it typically lacks the cross-domain visibility and AI-driven correlation to connect these low-fidelity alerts
into a high-fidelity incident, which Cortex XDR's extended detection and response capabilities provide.

NEW QUESTION # 95 
A large-scale security incident involving multiple compromised endpoints has been detected. The incident response playbook in
XSOAR needs to: 1) Isolate affected endpoints using an EDR solution. 2) Create high-priority tickets in Jira for analyst assignment.
3) Collect forensic artifacts from the isolated endpoints. 4) Update a threat intelligence platform (TIP) with new IOCs identified
during analysis. Which of the following XSOAR features and integration capabilities are essential to execute this complex, multi-
system automated response, and what challenges might arise?

A. Essential: XSOAR built-in EDR integrations, Jira integration, and threat intelligence 'Push Indicators' command.
Challenges: Limited support for custom forensic artifact collection types.
B. Essential: XSOAR's out-of-the-box integrations for EDR (e.g., CrowdStrike, SentinelOne), Jira, and TIPS (e.g., Anomali,
MISP). For forensic collection, a custom Python integration leveraging the EDR's API or a separate forensic tool's API.
Challenges: Ensuring API rate limits are not exceeded, managing credentials securely across integrations, and handling partial
failures gracefully.
C. Essential: XSOAR's 'External Integration' module to embed existing scripts, 'Ticket Management' module for Jira, and
'Indicator Management' for TIP. Challenges: Ensuring all external systems are directly accessible from the XSOAR server
without network segmentation.
D. Essential: CLI access to all systems from an XSOAR remote executor, and Bash scripting for all actions. Challenges:



Scalability issues and difficulty in maintaining scripts.
E. Essential: Generic REST API integration for EDR, email integration for Jira, SFTP for artifact collection, and manual
upload to TIP. Challenges: Lack of real-time response and high manual overhead.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Option C accurately describes the comprehensive approach. XSOAR excels with its rich set of out-of-the-box integrations for
common security tools like EDRs, Jira, and TIPS, enabling immediate actions (isolation, ticketing, indicator sharing). For highly
specific tasks like advanced forensic artifact collection that might not be fully covered by standard EDR commands, a custom Python
integration using the EDR's API or a dedicated forensic tool's API is the robust solution. The challenges listed (API rate limits,
credential management, graceful failure handling) are indeed critical considerations for building resilient, enterprise-grade XSOAR
playbooks that interact with multiple systems.

NEW QUESTION # 96 
The SOC team is evaluating a new vendor claiming 'True AI-powered Threat Intelligence integration.' Their current process involves
manual review of threat intelligence feeds and then manually updating firewall rules or SIEM correlation rules. The CISO wants to
understand how 'True AI' would fundamentally transform this process beyond what simple scripting or basic ML-based keyword
extraction can achieve. Which of the following represents the most advanced and distinct 'AI' capability in this context, moving
beyond 'ML'?

A. The AI system uses supervised ML to classify threat intelligence articles into categories (e.g., malware, APT, vulnerability)
for easier analyst sorting.
B. The AI system employs Natural Language Generation (NLG) to summarize threat intelligence reports into concise,
actionable bullet points for analysts.
C. The AI system uses reinforcement learning to optimize the frequency of threat intelligence feed updates based on the
historical impact of new intelligence on incident reduction.
D. The AI system leverages Natural Language Understanding (NLU) and knowledge graphs to read and comprehend
unstructured threat intelligence, automatically extracting TTPs, IOCs, and actor profiles, then reasoning about their relevance
to the organization's specific assets and threat posture, dynamically generating and deploying adaptive defense mechanisms
(e.g., new firewall policies, endpoint hardening rules) with minimal human intervention. This demonstrates symbolic AI and
autonomous reasoning.
E. The AI system applies unsupervised ML to discover novel correlations between seemingly disparate IOCs from various
threat intelligence sources.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The challenge is to go 'beyond what simple scripting or basic ML-based keyword extraction can achieve' and demonstrate 'True
AI.' Options A, B, and E describe advanced applications of ML (classification, summarization, correlation), but they primarily focus
on processing and presenting information. While valuable, they don't fundamentally change the paradigm of 'understanding' and
'acting' based on complex, evolving intelligence. Option D describes an AI optimization capability, but not the core transformation of
intelligence integration. Option C represents the pinnacle of AI in this context. It describes the ability of the system to understand
(NLLJ), reason (symbolic AI, knowledge graphs), and act autonomously (dynamic policy generation and deployment) based on
complex, unstructured threat intelligence. This moves beyond merely processing data to truly comprehending context, relevance, and
autonomously adapting defenses, which is a key differentiator of advanced AI from I ML. The system doesn't just extract keywords;
it builds a semantic understanding and then reasons about how to apply that understanding to the specific environment.

NEW QUESTION # 97 
A large software development company is migrating its critical applications to a cloud-native architecture, leveraging Kubernetes
clusters and serverless functions. They use Cortex XDR for threat detection and response. An attacker attempts to exploit a
misconfiguration in a Kubernetes pod to achieve container escape and then escalate privileges on the host node. Which of the
following statements accurately describes how Cortex XDR's Log Stitching benefits this cloud-native environment investigation,
specifically considering the ephemeral nature of containers?

A. It translates all container-specific logs into a generic syslog format, making them easier for traditional SIEMs to ingest.
B. Log Stitching automates the deployment of new, hardened container images to replace compromised ones immediately
upon detecting an anomaly.
C. Cortex XDR agents, leveraging Log Stitching, provide visibility only into the host OS, as container logs are too volatile to



be stitched effectively.
D. Log Stitching effectively correlates forensic data (e.g., process execution within containers, host-level process spawns,
network traffic from the node, Kubernetes API calls) from both the ephemeral container and its underlying host, even after the
compromised container has terminated, maintaining a persistent attack storyline across the cloud environment.
E. Log Stitching in cloud environments is primarily used for cost optimization by identifying underutilized cloud resources.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The ephemeral nature of containers poses a significant challenge for incident response. Log Stitching in Cortex XDR is critical here
because it can collect and correlate data not just from the host, but also from within the containers themselves, and crucially, maintain
this stitched storyline even if the container is terminated. This persistent visibility across host and container boundaries, linking
Kubernetes API calls, container process activities, and host-level actions, allows security teams to reconstruct the full attack chain,
from the initial pod compromise to host privilege escalation, even after the evidence inside the container is gone.

NEW QUESTION # 98
......
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