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Splunk Certified Cybersecurity Defense Engineer Sample Questions (Q118-
Q123):

NEW QUESTION # 118
Below is an example of a sysmon process create log. Which EventCode would be associated to this log entry?
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UtcTime: 2024-04-28 22:08:22.025
ProcessGuid: {aS5leaell-bdé9-1883-0000-0010e9d95e00}
ProcessId: 6228

Image: C:\Windows\System32\WindowsPowerShell\vl.0\powershell.exe

CommandLine: "C:\Windows\System32\WindowsPowerShell\vl .ONp e
CurrentDirectory: C:\windows\temp\ S u n

User: LAB\rsmith

LogonGuid: {a23eae89-b357-5903-0000-002005eb0700}

LogonId: 0x7EBOS

TerminalSessionId: 1

IntegrityLevel:

MediumHashes: SHA256=6055A20CF7EC81843310AD37700FF67B2CF8CDE3DCE68D54BA42934177C10B57
ParentProcessGuid: {a23eaef9-bd28-5903-0000-00102£345d00)

ParentProcessId: 13220

Parentlinage: C:\Windows\System32\WindowsPowerShell\vl.O\powershell.exe

ParentCommandLine: "C:\Windows\System32\WindowsPowerShell\vl.O\powershell.exe"

A. EventCode=3
B. EventCode=1
C. EventCode=4
D. EventCode=2

Answer: B

Explanation:

In Sysmon, EventCode=1 corresponds to a Process Create event. The log provided shows details of a new process creation
(powershell.exe) including ProcessGuid, Processld, CommandLine, ParentProcessld, and Parentlmage, which are all fields specific
to a Process Create event.

NEW QUESTION # 119
Which practices improve the effectiveness of security reporting?(Choosethree)

A. Automating report generation

B. Customizing reports for different audiences
C. Using dynamic filters for better analysis

D. Including unrelated historical data for context
E. Providing actionable recommendations

Answer: A,B.E

Explanation:

Effective security reporting helps SOC teans, executives, and compliance officers make nformed decisions.
#1. Automating Report Generation (A)

Saves time by scheduling reports for regular distribution.

Reduces manual effort and ensures timely insights.

Exanyple:

A weekly phishing attack report sent to SOC analysts.

#2. Customizing Reports for Different Audiences (B)

Technical reports for SOC teans include detailed event logs.
Executive summaries provide risk assessments and trends.

Exanyple:

SOC analysts see incident logs, while executives get a risk summary.
#3. Providing Actionable Recommendations (D)




Reports should not just show data but suggest actions.

Exanple:

Iffailed login attempts increase, recommend MFA enforcement.

#Incorrect Answers:

C: Including unrelated historical data for context # Reports should be concise and relevant.

E: Using dynamic filters for better analysis # Useful in dashboards, but not a primary factor in reporting effectiveness.
#Additional Resources:

Splunk Security Reporting Guide

Best Practices for Security Metrics

NEW QUESTION # 120
The SOC manager has a desire to measure mean time to acknowledge findings (notable events) in order to meet a desired service
level objective. Which two fields can be used to measure this metric?

A. Status, Owner
B. Urgency, Status
C. User, Status

D. Severity, Owner

Answer: A

Explanation:

Mean Tire to Acknowledge (MTTA) can be measured using the Status and Owner fields. Status indicates when a notable event
moves from a new or unacknowledged state, and Owner identifies which analyst acknowledged the event, allowing calculation of the
time taken to respond.

NEW QUESTION # 121
Which Splunk feature enables integration with third-party tools for automated response actions?

A. Workflow actions

B. Event sampling
C. Data model acceleration

D. Summary indexing

Answer: A

Explanation:

Security teams use Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) and Splunk SOAR to integrate with firewalls, endpoint security, and SIEM tools
for automated threat response.

#Workflow Actions (B) - Key Integration Feature

Allows analysts to trigger automated actions directly from Splunk searches and dashboards.

Can integrate with SOAR playbooks, ticketing systens (e.g., ServiceNow), or firewalls to take action.
Exanple:

Block an IP on a firewall from a Sphunk dashboard.

Trigger a SOAR playbook for automated threat contamnment.

#Incorrect Answers:

A: Data Model Acceleration # Speeds up searches, but doesn't handle integrations.

C: Summary Indexing # Stores summarized data for reporting, not automation.

D: Event Sampling # Reduces search load, but doesn't trigger automated actions.

#Additional Resources:

Splunk Workflow Actions Documentation

Automating Response with Splunk SOAR

NEW QUESTION # 122
Which features of Splunk are crucial for tuning correlation searches?(Choosethree)

e A Using thresholds and conditions



B. Enabling event sampling

C. Reviewing notable event outcomes
D. Disabling field extractions

E. Optimizing search queries

Answer: A,C.E

Explanation:

Correlation searches are a key component of Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) that help detect and alert on security threats by
analyzing machine data across various sources. Proper tuning of these searches is essential to reduce false positives, improve
performance, and enhance the accuracy of security detections in a Security Operations Center (SOC).

Crucial Features for Tuning Correlation Searches

#1. Using Thresholds and Conditions (A)

Thresholds help control the sensitivity of correlation searches by defining when a condition is met.

Setting appropriate conditions ensures that only relevant events trigger notable events or alerts, reducing noise.

Exanple:

Instead of alerting on any failed login attempt, a threshold of 5 failed logins within 10 minutes can be set to identify actual brute-force
attempts.

#2. Reviewing Notable Event Outcomes (B)

Notable events are generated by correlation searches, and reviewing them is critical for fine-tuning.

Analysts in the SOC should frequently review false positives, duplicates, and low-priority alerts to refine rules.

Exanple:

Ifa correlation search is generating excessive alerts for normal user activity, analysts can modify it to exclude known safe behaviors.
#3. Optimizing Search Queries (E)

Efficient Splunk Search Processing Language (SPL) queries are crucial to improving search performance.

Best practices include:

Using index-time fields instead of extracting fields at search time.

Avoiding wildcards and unnecessary joins in searches.

Using tstats instead of regular searches to improve efficiency.

Exanple:

Using:

| tstats count where index=firewall by src_ip

instead of:

index=firewall | stats count by src_ip

can significantly improve performance.

Incorrect Answers & Explanation

#C. Enabling Event Sampling

Event sampling helps analyze a subset of events to improve testing but does not directly impact correlation search tuning in
production.

Ina SOC environment, tuning needs to be based on actual real-time event volumes, not just sampled data.

#D. Disabling Field Extractions

Field extractions are essential for correlation searches because they help identify and analyze security-related fields
(e.g,user,src_ip,dest ip).

Disabling them would limit the visibility of important security event attributes, making detections less effective.

Additional Resources for Learning

#Splunk Documentation & Learning Paths:

Splunk ES Correlation Search Documentation

Best Practices for Writing SPL

Splunk Security Essentials - Use Cases

SOC Analysts Guide for Correlation Search Tuning

#Courses & Certifications:

Splunk Enterprise Security Certified Admin

Splunk Core Certified Power User

Splunk SOAR Certified Automation Specialist

NEW QUESTION # 123
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