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IBFCSM Certified Emergency and Disaster Professional Sample Questions
(Q135-Q140):

NEW QUESTION # 135
Which statement about an emergency operations plan is the most accurate?

¢ A. Response is primarily limited to events identified in the hazard vulnerability analysis
¢ B. Develop the emergency operations plan to address recovery actions in detail
e C. Emergency operations planning should be organized around finctions and not hazards

Answer: C

Explanation:

The most accurate statement regarding modern emergency operations planning is that it should beorganized around finctions and not
hazards. This is the core principle of the All-Hazards Approachadvocated byFEMA in CPG 101(Comprehensive Preparedness
Guide). A finctional EOP focuses on the capabilities that a community needs to respond toanyincident (e.g., Communications,
Evacuation, Mass Care, Public Information) rather than creating separate, redundant plans for every possible hazard (e.g., a "Flood
Plan," a

"Fire Plan," a "Tornado Plan").

A finctional organization is more efficient for several reasons:

* Simplicity:It avoids duplicating common activities that are required in almost every disaster (e.g,, searching for victins).

* Flexibility:A functional plan can be adapted to novel or unexpected threats (like a pandemic or a new type of cyber-attack)
because the "building blocks" of the response are already in place.

* TrainingResponders only need to learn one set of procedures for their function (e.g., "Transportation”) regardless of the cause of
the disaster.

While the EOP isinformedby the Hazard Vulnerability Analysis (HVA), the response is not "limited" to those events (Option A); a
good plan must be adaptable to the unknown. Similarly, while an EOP includes recovery elements, its primary focus is
theResponsephase; detailed recovery p2lanning is often handled in a separate3Long-Term Recovery Plan(Option C). For
aCEDPprofessional, the functional EOP is the "Swiss Army Knife" of emergency management. By perfecting the "Functional
Annexes," a jurisdiction ensures it has a robust, scalable capability that can be deployed at a moment's notice to manage any
challenge, fulfilling the mission of "All-Hazards" resilience.

NEW QUESTION # 136
‘What natural disaster would be unlikely to occur in areas near the central US Pacific Coast?

o A Wildfire
e B. Hurricane
e C. Tsunami

Answer: B

Explanation:

For the centralUS Pacific Coast(California, Oregon, and Washington), aHurricaneis considered extremely unlikely. Unlike the
Atlantic or Gulf Coasts, the Pacific Coast is protected by two primary physical factors:

Cold Ocean TemperaturesandPrevailing Wind Patterns. Hurricanes require warm ocean water (typically above 80°F) to maintain
their strength. The California Current brings cold water from the North Pacific down the coast, which acts as a "chilled barrier" that
causes tropical cyclones to dissipate rapidly if they move northward from the Mexican coast.

In contrast, Tsunamis(Option A) are a significant threat due to the region's proximity to theCascadia Subduction Zoneand the "Ring
of Fire." A seismic event in the Pacific can send devastating waves to the central coast within hours (distant) or minutes

(local). Wildfires(Option C) are an annual reality in this region, driven by seasonal droughts, high temperatures, and "Santa Ana" or
"Diablo" wind conditions.

For aCertified Emergency and Disaster Professional (CEDP), recognizing these regional hazard profiles is essential for theHazard
Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA)process. Planning for a hurricane in San Francisco would be an inefficient use of
resources, whereas planning for "Post-Tropical Depressions" (which bring heavy rain) or "Atmospheric Rivers" is critical. While the
West Coast can experience "Hurricane-force winds" during severe winter storins, these are technicallyExtratropical Cyclones, not
hurricanes.

Understanding the meteorology behind these distinctions ensures that the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) and the public warning
systens are calibrated to the actual threats faced by the community, rather than generic disaster scenarios.



NEW QUESTION # 137
What termreflects human biological tissue damage caused by exposures to various sources of radiation?

e A HalfLife
e B.Rem
e C.Rad

Answer: B

Explanation:

In radiation protection and health physics, the term that specifically reflectshuman biological tissue damageis theRem(Roentgen
Equivalent Man). 1 1 While "Rad" (Radiation Absorbed Dose) measures the physical amount of energy deposited in a material,
theRemfactors in the "biological effectiveness" of that specific type of radiation. 1 2Different types of radiation-such as alpha particles,
beta particles, and gamma rays-cause different levels of damage to human cells even if the "Absorbed Dose" (Rad) is the same. 13
To calculate the Rem, the Rad is multiplied by a "Quality Factor" (Q).14For gamma rays and beta particles, the Q is 1 (meaning 1
Rad = 1 Rem).15However, for alpha particles, the Q can be as high as 20, meaning that a small physical dose (Rad) causes
significantly more biological damage (Rem).Half-Life(Option C) refers to the time it takes for half of a radioactive substance to
decay and does not measure tissue damage.

According to the CEDP curriculum and NRC guidelines, the Rem (or the ST equivalent, theSievert) is the unit used to set safety
standards and dose limits for emergency workers. Understanding the Rem is critical during a radiological disaster
forTriageandDosimetry. Ifa responder’s dosimeter shows a high Remreading, it indicates a significant risk for acute radiation
syndrome (ARS) or long-term stochastic effects like cancer.

16For the disaster professional, the "Rem'" is the most important unit because it directly correlates to the clinical health risk faced by
the individual, allowing for informed decisions regarding "Stay Time" and medical intervention in a contaminated environment.

NEW QUESTION # 138
What term describes the key characteristic of any ICS (Incident Command System) structure?

e A. Modular
¢ B. Sinplicity
e C. Systematic

Answer: A

Explanation:

The defining organizational characteristic of thelncident Command System (ICS)is that it isModular. This means that the
organizational structure develops in a top-down, finctional fashion based on the size and complexity of the incident. In an ICS
environment, only the positions and sections necessary to manage the specific incident are activated. As the incident grows in
complexity, the structure expands (adds modules); as the incident is stabilized, the structure contracts (deactivates modules) to
ensure a manageableSpan of Control.

According toNIMS (National Incident Management System)doctrine, modular organization allows for the integration of facilities,
equipment, personnel, and communications within a common organizational structure. This flexibility is what allows the same
management system to be used for a small local traffic accident and a massive multi-state hurricane response. For example, a small
incident might only require an Incident Commander (IC). However, as the situation evolves, the IC may activate an Operations
Section, then a Planning Section, and then specific Branches or Divisions within those sections as needed.

While "Simplicity" (Option B) and being "Systematic" (Option C) are general benefits of using ICS, they are not the technical terms
used to describe the structural architecture. The "Modular" nature of ICS ensures that the response is never "over-managed" or
"under-managed." It allows for the efficient use of resources by only bringing in what is required at that specific moment. For
theCEDPexam, understanding modularity is crucial because it directly relates to the scalability of the incident and the responsibility of
the Incident Commander to delegate tasks only when the workload exceeds their individual capacity to manage it.

NEW QUESTION # 139
‘What would help agencies align resources for delivering core capabilities?

e A Using resources of preparedness and technical assistance services
¢ B. Adhering to remedial action management programs and directives
e (. Obtaining guidance from Federal interagency operational plans

Answer: C



Explanation:

To ensure that resources are aligned across all levels of government and with the private sector, agencies look to theFederal
Interagency Operational Plans (FIOPs). While the National Planning Frameworks (like the NRF) provide the "Doctrine" or "What"
of the response, the FIOPs provide the "How." There is a specific FIOP for each of the five mission areas: Prevention, Protection,
Miitigation, Response, and Recovery. These plans provide a detailed concept of operations, specify critical tasks, and-most
importantly-identify the resourcing and sourcing requirementsfor delivering the 32 Core Capabilities.

For example, theResponse FIOPdescribes how the federal government integrates its efforts to support local and state authorities. It
aligns the resources of the 15Emergency Support Functions (ESFs)with the specific capabilities needed on the ground, such as
"Mass Care Services" or "Operational Commumications." By obtaining guidance from these plans, a local or state agency can
understand what federal assets are available, how they are "typed," and the specific "triggers" for their deployment. This prevents the
"duplication of efforts" and ensures that federal support is additive rather than disruptive to the local response.

According to theNational Planning System, alignment is achieved through the vertical and horizontal integration of plans. Options A
and B are valuable components of a preparedness program-technical assistance helps build skills, and remedial action (lessons
learned) helps fix errors-but theFIOPsare the primary documents used to synchronize the actualdeliveryof capabilities during a large-
scale event. For aCEDPprofessional, the FIOPs serve as the "Interface Manual" between different government layers. They ensure
that when a capability is needed, the resources are not just "present," but are organized into a coherent structure that follows the
principles of NIMS, ensuring a unified effort across the whole community.
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