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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q34-Q39):

NEW QUESTION # 34
What is the 'human relations’ approach to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

The human relations approach to management developed in the 1930s and 1940s as a reaction against earlier mechanistic
approaches such as Taylorism and bureaucracy. It emphasises that employees are not just motivated by money and rules, but also
by social needs, relationships, and recognition. The approach highlights the importance of communication, teamwork, leadership
style, and employee well-being in achieving organisational success.

The foundation of this school came from the Hawthorne Studies (Elton Mayo), which showed that productivity improved not just
because of physical conditions, but because workers felt valued and observed. This demonstrated the importance of social factors
such as morale, group belonging, and management attention.

Key principles of the human relations approach include:

Focus on people rather than just processes - recognising enployees as individuals with social and emotional needs.

Motivation through recognition and belonging - linking to theories such as Maslow's hierarchy of needs and Herzberg's motivators.
Leadership style matters - supportive, participative leadership fosters engagement, unlike autocratic control.

Team dynamics are critical - informal groups, communication patterns, and cooperation influence productivity.

Job satisfaction drives performance - happy, respected employees are more productive and loyal.

Advantages of the human relations approach include higher employee engagement, improved morale, stronger teanmwork, and
reduced turnover. It recognises employees as assets rather than costs.

Disadvantages include the risk of overemphasising relationships at the expense of efficiency or results, and the possibility of managers
manipulating employees through "false concern." It can also be less effective in highly standardised, rule-bound environments where
compliance is critical.

In procurement, the human relations approach may be applied by creating strong team cohesion, involving staff in decision-making,
recognising contributions, and offering development opportunities. For example, involving buyers in supplier strategy discussions and
giving recognition for successful negotiations can boost morale and performance.

In conclusion, the human relations approach recognises that people are motivated by social and psychological needs, not just
financial incentives. It highlights the importance of communication, leadership, and teamwork in driving performance. While it should
be balanced with attention to efficiency, it remains highly relevant for modern managers in creating motivated and productive teams.

NEW QUESTION # 35
Describe 5 characteristics of a role that would make it intrinsically motivating to a potential employee. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual and relates to personal satisfaction, growth, and achieverment, rather than
external rewards such as pay. The Job Characteristics Model (Hackman and Oldham) identifies several features of a role that can
make it intrinsically motivating.

The first is Skill Variety. A role that allows employees to use a range of skills and abilities prevents boredom and makes the job
more stimulating, For example, a procurement professional who undertakes supplier negotiations, contract management, and market
analysis will find their role more engaging than one limited to routine administration.

The second is Task Identity. This means being able to complete a whole piece of work from start to finish. Employees are more
motivated when they can see a clear outcome. In procurement, this could be managing a sourcing project end-to-end, from supplier
selection through to contract award.

Thirdly, Task Significance adds motivation by making employees aware of the impact of their work on others. If individuals see that
their role contributes to organisational goals or wider society, they gain intrinsic satisfaction. For example, a buyer working on
sustainable sourcing projects may feel motivated by contributing to environmental and ethical improvements.

The fourth is Autonomy. When employees have control over how they perform their work, they feel trusted and empowered. In
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procurement, this could mean giving staff flexibility in how they manage supplier relationships or structure negotiations, rather than
micro-managing every step.

Finally, Feedback is a key factor. Employees are motivated when they receive clear information on their performance, either from
managers, colleagues, or the work itself. For example, a procurement professional who gets recognition for achieving cost savings or
reducing supplier risks will feel intrinsically rewarded.

In summary, roles that offer skill variety, task identity, task significance, autonomy, and feedback are more likely to be intrinsically
motivating, For managers, designing jobs with these characteristics is essential for creating engaged and high-performing tearns,
particularly in procurement where complex, meaningful, and responsible work opportunities can drive motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 36
Compare and contrast how procurement would collaborate with any TWO of the following stakeholders: suppliers, customers, other
departments within the organisation, local community. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Procurement plays a central role in engaging with different stakeholders. Effective collaboration ensures efficiency, compliance, and
value creation. The way procurement collaborates can vary depending on the stakeholder group. Two examples are suppliers and
other departments within the organisation.

Collaboration with Suppliers:

Procurement must develop strong relationships with suppliers to ensure continuity of supply, cost efficiency, and quality. This
mvolves activities such as contract negotiation, performance monitoring, and supplier relationship management (SRM). Collaboration
often focuses on building trust, sharing forecasts, and working on joint itiatives like innovation or sustamnability. For exanple, in a
manufacturing firm, procurement may collaborate with a fabric supplier to develop new eco-friendly materials. The relationship can
be transactional for routine itens or strategic for high-value, critical suppliers.

Collaboration with Other Departments:

Internally, procurement must work closely with finctions such as Finance, Operations, and Marketing. Collaboration ensures that
procurement strategies align with organisational needs. For exanple, Finance may require procurement to manage budgets and
compliance, while Operations depends on procurement for timely materials. Collaboration may involve cross-functional teams, joint
decision-making, and regular communication. For instance, procurement and product development may work together to source
innovative materials that match design requirements.

Comparison:

Both collaborations require trust, open communication, and alignment of goals.

With suppliers, collaboration often focuses externally on securing value and innovation. With internal departments, it focuses on
aligning procurement activity with business objectives.

Supplier collaboration may nvolve formal tools like contracts, KPIs, and SRM frameworks, whereas internal collaboration relies
more on teanmwork, commumication, and shared processes.

Contrast:

Suppliers are external stakeholders, so procurement must manage risks, legal compliance, and negotiation dynamics. Internal
departments are internal stakeholders, requiring influence, persuasion, and partnership.

Supplier collaboration aims at building long-term external relationships; internal collaboration ensures smooth workflows and
organisational efficiency.

Conclusion:

Procurement collaborates with both suppliers and internal departments, but the focus differs. Supplier collaboration is about external
value creation and innovation, while internal collaboration is about aligning processes and achieving organisational goals. Successful
procurement professionals adapt their approach to meet the needs of each group while ensuring overall business success.

NEW QUESTION # 37
What is meant by emotional intelligence? (5 points). In what ways is a high emotional intelligence quotient (EQ) beneficial to the
procurement department of an organisation? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:



Definition of Emotional Intelligence (5 points):

Emotional Intelligence (EI), popularised by Daniel Goleman, is the ability to recognise, understand, and manage one's own emotions
as well as the emotions of others. It involves self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skills. A high EQ
enables individuals to manage stress, build strong relationships, and influence others effectively.

Benefits of High EQ in Procurement (20 points):

Improved Negotiation Skills: Procurement professionals with high EQ can read emotions, adapt communication styles, and manage
conflict effectively during supplier negotiations. This leads to stronger outcomes and sustainable supplier relationships.

Stronger Stakeholder Management: EQ helps buyers understand the needs and concerns of internal stakeholders (finance,
operations, CSR). This fosters trust, persuasion, and collaboration in category strategies.

Conflict Resolution: In diverse teams or complex supply chains, conflict is common. High EQ managers can defuse tensions, listen
actively, and find win-win solutions, maintaining team cohesion and supplier cooperation.

Resilience Under Pressure: Procurement often deals with supply crises, deadlines, or cost pressures. High EQ professionals manage
stress, stay calm, and make rational decisions under pressure, maintaining credibility.

Team Leadership and Motivation: Managers with high EQ can inspire, coach, and support individuals, recognising diferent
personalities and motivations. This improves morale, retention, and performance in procurement tears.

Ethical and Responsible Behaviour: High EQ includes empathy and awareness of wider impacts. Procurement leaders with EQ are
more likely to consider ethical sourcing, sustainability, and supplier welfare, aligning decisions with organisational values.

Change Management: Procurement functions often undergo transformation (e.g,, digital tools, supplier consolidation). Leaders with
high EQ can communicate sensitively, understand employee concerns, and build buy-in for change.

Conclusion:

Emotional intelligence is the ability to manage emotions and relationships effectively. In procurement, high EQ strengthens
negotiations, builds trust with stakeholders, resolves conflicts, motivates teams, and supports ethical and sustainable practices. It is
therefore a critical capability for procurement leaders aiming to achieve both operational excellence and strategic value.

NEW QUESTION # 38
(Explain 5 different metaphors that can be used to describe an organisation)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Organisations can be understood in many different ways through metaphors, which help managers and leaders interpret behaviour,
culture and performance. Morgan's metaphors are widely used to explain these perspectives. Five key metaphors are explained
below.

The first metaphor is the organisation as a machine. Here the business is seen like a well-oiled mechanism with standardised
processes, clear rules, hierarchy and repeatable outputs. This works well for efficiency and control, for example in a procurement
shared services function, but can be rigid and demotivating if flexibility and creativity are required.

The second is the organisation as an organism. This views the business as a living system that must adapt to its environment.
Structures, processes and leadership styles must "fit" the context, whether technological, market-driven or human needs. In
procurement, this could be seen when category teans adapt to sudden supply market changes, showing flexibility to survive in a
dynamic environment.

The third is the organisation as a brain. This emphasises learning, feedback loops, and knowledge-sharing, where continuous
improvement and innovation are central. Leaders encourage collaboration, reflection and data-driven decision-making, For
procurement, this might be using spend analytics, lessons learned from supplier negotiations, and knowledge sharing across teams to
Improve sourcing strategies.

The fourth metaphor is the organisation as a culture. This highlights the shared values, beliefs and rituals that shape "how things are
done." Leadership here nvolves role-modelling behaviours, building ethical cultures, and maintaining consistency between words and
actions. In procurement, culture may show through an organisation's commitment to ethical sourcing, sustainability, and supplier
diversity.

Finally, the organisation as a political system sees it as an arena of power and influence where decisions are made through
negotiation, persuasion and coalition-building. Managers must understand power bases and stakeholder interests. In procurement,
for instance, winning senior approval for a sourcing strategy may require influencing finance, operations, and CSR teans with
different agendas.

In summary, each metaphor offers insights into how organisations function. The machine focuses on control, the organism on
adaptability, the brain on learing, the culture on shared values, and the political system on power and influence. Good leaders in
procurement should recognise that all these metaphors may apply in different situations, and use them to manage individuals and
teams more effectively.
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