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I #256

A large enterprise is experiencing a targeted attack where threat actors are using novel C2 domains that rapidly change (Domain
Generation Algorithims - DGAs) and employ advanced obfuscation techniques. Traditional URL filtering and static domain blocklists
are proving ineffective. The security team utilizes Cortex XDR, Cortex XSOAR, and has access to a specialized threat intelligence
feed from Unit 42 that provides DGA-detected domains and associated malicious file hashes. How should the enterprise leverage
these resources to effectively counter this threat, focusing on autormation and dynamic response?

¢ A Subscribe to a commercial threat intelligence feed for DGA domains directly in the NGFW. For file hashes, configure
WildFire to automatically generate signatures for all executable files seen on the network.

¢ B. Create a custom 'Behavioral Threat Protection' rule in Cortex XDR specifically for detecting unusual DNS queries from
processes that do not normally make network connections. Forward these alerts to a Splunk SIEM for manual correlation.

¢ (. Manually update the NGFW's custom URL category with each new DGA domain identified by Unit 42. Use Cortex XDR
'Live Terminal to periodically check DNS caches on endpoints for these domains.

¢ D. Configure Cortex XDR's 'Local Analysis' to identify DGA patterns in real-time on endpoints. If detected, automatically
quarantine the affected file and user. This bypasses network-level controls.

e E

Ef#: E
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Option B provides the most comprehensive and automated solution for countering rapidly changing DGA domains and associated
file hashes using the full spectrum of Cortex products. Cortex XSOAR as the Orchestration Hub: It's ideal for ingesting dynamic
threat intelligence feeds (like the Unit 42 DGA feed). Automated EDL Updates: XSOAR can automatically push newly identified
DGA domains to an EDL on NGFWs. This ensures network-level blocking of C2 commumications in near real-time, adapting to the
DGA Automated XDR Prevention Policy Updates: For associated file hashes, XSOAR can programmatically update Cortex XDR's
prevention policies. This means endpoints will immediately block the execution of those specific malicious files, addressing the file
indicator type. Proactive XQL Hunting: The XSOAR playbook can then trigger XQL queries in Cortex XDR. This allows for
historical lookups across endpoint telemetry (DNS queries, network connections, file events) to identify if any endpoints have
already interacted with the newly identified DGA domains or executed the malicious files. This addresses both domain and file
indicator types for detection and post-compromise nvestigation. Automated Endpoint Isolation: If XQL queries identify
compromised endpoints, XSOAR can automatically initiate an XDR isolation action, rapidly containing the threat. This is a critical
automated response step. Option A is too manual. Option C focuses only on endpoint and might miss network-level prevention.
Option D is a detection method but lacks automated prevention and comprehensive response. Option E relies on a generic
commercial feed (not the specialized Unit 42 feed mentioned) and WildFire for all executables (which is standard practice but not
specific to DGA and file hash automation).

H #257

An organization is migrating its security operations to a cloud-native environment, leveraging Palo Alto Networks Prisma Cloud for
security posture management and cloud workload protection. Incident response requires adapting existing on-premise prioritization
schemes. Which of the following factors becomes SIGNIFICANTLY more impactful for incident prioritization in a cloud-native
context compared to traditional on-premise environments?

e A. The physical location of the server hosting the affected application. This is less relevant in cloud as physical location is
abstracted.

e B. The patching cycle of the operating system. While important, patching is often automated or managed differently in cloud,
and other cloud-specific factors take precedence.

e C. The organizational unit responsible for the application. While important, this is a consistent factor.

e D. The specific cloud service (e.g., S3 bucket, Lambda function, Kubernetes pod) involved and its configured [AM
permissions. Misconfigurations or compromises of these can have rapid, widespread impact.

e E. The brand of the underlyng hardware vendor. Cloud abstracts hardware, making this irrelevant.

IEf#: D



In a cloud-native environment, the specific cloud service and its TAM (Identity and Access Management) permissions are paramount
for incident prioritization. A misconfigured S3 bucket with public access, a compromised Lambda function with excessive
permissions, or a vulnerable Kubernetes pod could lead to rapid data exposure, privilege escalation, or resource abuse, often with
broader and faster impact than traditional on-premise incidents. The blast radius and potential for lateral movement are heavily
influenced by cloud service configurations and IAM. This makes understanding and prioritizing based on these factors critical.

H R #258

A sophisticated attacker has gained initial access to a corporate network and is attempting to establish persistence. They use a less
common technique: modifying a legitimate scheduled task to execute a malicious script at logon, but they are careful not to create a
new task or change the task's name significantly. Cortex XDR's default behavioral analytics successfully detects and prevents this.
‘Which specific behavioral analytics capability, relying on the 'event of interest' concept and a 'sequence of events', is most effective
here, and why is it superior to traditional signature-based methods?

¢ A. Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP): By identifying the sequence of actions process modifying a scheduled task that then
executes an unusual or unsigned script as a known malicious pattern.

B. Hash-based Detection: By identifying the altered hash of the legitimate scheduled task file.

C. Static Al Analysis: Because it inspects the file on disk for malicious code before the scheduled task executes.

D. IP Reputation Analysis: By blacklisting the TP address from which the attacker modified the scheduled task.

E. WildFire Sandboxing: By executing the malicious script in a virtual environment to observe its malicious behavior.

Ef: A

A -

This scenario precisely describes the strength of Cortex XDR's Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP). BTP monitors a sequence of
events (e.g., a process accessing scheduled task APIs, followed by the execution of an unrecognized or suspicious script) and
correlates them to identify malicious kill chains. The key here is the 'modification of a legitimate scheduled task' combined with
'execution of a malicious script.’ Traditional signature-based methods would likely miss this because no new malicious executable
signature is present, and the task name is legitimate. Static Al (A) and WildFire (D) are typically for file analysis, not behavioral
changes to legitimate system components. Hash-based detection (B) would work if the file itself was significantly altered, but often,
only command-line arguments or registry entries related to the task are changed, not the binary. IP reputation (E) is network-focused
and trrelevant to an endpoint persistence mechanism

R #259

A global organization uses multiple instances of Cortex XSOAR across different geopolitical regions to comply with data residency
requirenents. They have developed several crucial custom playbooks and integrations (as private Marketplace packs) specific to
their internal security processes. They need a robust method to synchronize and distribute updates to these private packs across all
XSOAR mnstances efficiently and securely, ensuring version control and avoiding manual errors. Which XSOAR Marketplace
feature or external methodology provides the best solution for this, and why?

¢ A Package all custom content into a single, large 'Master Pack' and manually distribute it as a 'Community’ pack to internal
users. This simplifies distribution but loses the "private' nature and fine-grained control over specific pack updates.

¢ B. Enable 'Content Sharing’ feature between XSOAR instances. This feature automatically synchronizes all content, including
private packs, across linked instances in real-time, but may not offer granular control over specific pack versions.

¢ C. Manually export each updated private pack from the development instance and import it into every other instance using the
XSOARUIL This is simple but prone to errors and lacks version control.

e D. Purchase a third-party Content Distribution System and integrate it with XSOAR's API to push updates. This adds
complexity and external dependencies beyond XSOAR's native capabilities.

e E. Use XSOAR's built-in 'Content Pack Export/lImport' feature via CLI, ntegrating it with a CI/CD pipelne (e.g., Git,
Jenkins). This allows for version control of content packs in a Git repository, automated testing, and programmatic
deployment to multiple XSOAR instances, providing a scalable and reliable solution.

IFf#: E
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Option B describes the industry best practice and most robust solution for distributing custom XSOAR content across multiple
instances. Integrating XSOAR's content management capabilities with a CIICD pipeline (e.g., using Git for version control and a tool
like Jenkins or GitLab CI/CD for automation) allows organizations to: 1. Store their private pack source code in a Git repository. 2.
Implement autormated testing for their custom content. 3. Use XSOAR's CLI tools (demisto-sdk for development, for deployment
or specific content demi sto-client export/import APIs) to programmatically export/import content to/from different XSOAR



nstances. This provides full version control, automated deployment, reduces manual errors, and ensures consistency across all
XSOAR deployments, making it highly scalable and reliable for global organizations. Option A is manual and error-prone. Option
C's 'Content Sharing' is typically for a more direct sync but might lack the granular control and versioning capabilities of a full CI/CD
pipeline for complex enterprise needs. Options D and E are less practical or introduce unnecessary complexity.

A #260

A Security Operations Center (SOC) is leveraging Cortex XSIAM for proactive threat hunting and incident response. They observe
a series of suspicious PowerShell commands executed on multiple endpoints, exhibiting characteristics of a 'living off the land' attack.
The initial alert in XSIAM is a "High Severity' alert related to 'Unusual Process Spawn'. Which of the following XSIAM capabilities
and processes would be most crucial for the SOC analyst to effectively investigate this alert, determine its scope, and initiate
appropriate response actions, considering the nuanced nature of such an attack?

¢ A Focusing only on the initial 'Unusual Process Spawn' alert and ignoring any associated alerts or anomalies, assuming it's an
isolated incident.

¢ B. Solely relying on out-of-the-box XSIAM rules and automatic remediation playbooks to block the processes without
further investigation.

¢ C. Exporting raw log data from XSIAM to an external SIEM for manual correlation, as XSIAM's capabilities are primarily
focused on endpoint protection.

e D. Utilizing XSIAM's Behavioral Analytics and Machine Learning models to identify deviations from normal baseline
behavior, correlating endpoint telemetry with network traffic for lateral movement detection.

¢ E. Disabling the affected endpoints immediately to prevent firther compromise, without leveraging XSIAM's forensic
capabilities to gather additional evidence.

Ef#: D
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Cortex XSIAM excels in behavioral analytics and machine learning, which are critical for detecting 'living off the land' attacks that
often bypass traditional signature-based detection. Correlating endpoint telemetry with network traffic within XSIAM provides a

holistic view, enabling the detection of lateral movement and broader campaign understanding. Options A, C, D, and E represent
meffective or incomplete approaches to a sophisticated threat.
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