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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q137-Q142):
NEW QUESTION # 137 
According to the current CDC-recommended laboratory algorithm for diagnosing HIV infection in adults and children aged >18
months, what is the recommended initial screening test?

A. HIV RNA nucleic acid test (NAT)
B. HIV-1 p24 antigen assay only
C. HIV-1/HIV-2 antibody differentiation immunoassay
D. HIV-1/HIV-2 antigen/antibody combination immunoassay

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 138 
A clinical microbiology laboratory is investigating a cluster of bloodstream infections caused by Staphylococcus aureus. To
differentiate between community-associated (CA-MRSA) and healthcare- associated (HA-MRSA) strains, they may look for the
presence of:

A. The mecA gene, which is common to both CA-MRSA and HA-MRSA.
B. Panton-Valentine leukocidin (PVL) toxin genes, which are exclusively found in HA-MRSA.
C. Specific staphylococcal cassette chromosome mec (SCCmec) types, such as SCCmec IV or V inCA- MRSA.
D. Resistance to non-beta-lactam antibiotics, which is more common in CA-MRSA.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 139 
A microbiology laboratory is asked to identify the causative agent of a fungal keratitis. Microscopic examination of corneal scrapings
reveals broad, aseptate hyphae with right-angle branching. The MOST likely genus is:

A. Fusarium
B. Aspergillus
C. Candida
D. Mucor or Rhizopus

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 140 
The direct fluorescent antibody (DFA) test is commonly used for the rapid detection of which respiratory pathogen directly from
nasopharyngeal specimens?

A. Influenza virus
B. Mycoplasma pneumoniae
C. Legionella pneumophila (serogroup 1 in sputum)
D. Bordetella pertussis

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 141 
A research laboratory is investigating the mechanisms of antigenic variation in Trypanosoma brucei, the causative agent of African
trypanosomiasis. The parasite evades the host immune response by periodically changing its surface coat protein. This process
primarily involves:

A. High-frequency point mutations in the gene encoding the variant surface glycoprotein (VSG).
B. Recombination between different VSG gene loci on minichromosomes.



C. Segmental gene conversion events involving a large repertoire of silent VSG genes.
D. RNA interference-mediated silencing of expressed VSG genes followed by activation of a new VSG gene.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 142
......
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