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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM-Engineer Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Topic 2

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VMs, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.

Topic 3

Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.
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Topic 4

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VMs, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.
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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q168-Q173):
NEW QUESTION # 168 
A critical zero-day vulnerability is discovered in a widely used web server. To rapidly analyze potential exploitation attempts, the
security team needs to configure the Broker VM to capture and forward network packets (not just flow data) related to the web
server's traffic, for a limited time. This requires enabling packet capture on the Broker VM itself. Which command-line utility or
configuration adjustment on the Broker VM would facilitate this on a specific network interface, assuming the web server traffic is
traversing that interface?

A. Option E
B. Option B
C. Option D
D. Option C
E. Option A

Answer: C

Explanation:

NEW QUESTION # 169 
An organization is considering a hybrid XSIAM deployment, where ingestion and initial processing occur on-premises, but long-term
data retention and advanced analytics (e.g., complex ML models requiring significant compute) are offloaded to a public cloud
provider. What are the key hardware planning considerations on the on-premises side to facilitate this hybrid model effectively?

A. A dedicated, high-bandwidth, low-latency network connection (e.g., Direct Connect, ExpressRoute) between the on-
premises data center and the chosen cloud region is essential for efficient data transfer.
B. The on-premises hardware for ingestion must be sized to handle peak ingestion rates, with sufficient local storage (NVMe
SSDs) to buffer data before transfer to the cloud.
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C. The on-premises XSIAM cluster nodes should have powerful CPUs and ample RAM to perform all necessary data
parsing, normalization, and initial indexing before sending data to the cloud.
D. Implementing a hardware-based data compression appliance on-premises to reduce the volume of data transferred to the
cloud, minimizing egress costs.
E. Ensuring the on-premises hardware is capable of running virtual machines with GPU passthrough for cloud-like machine
learning capabilities, enabling seamless transition.

Answer: A,B,C

Explanation:
For an effective hybrid XSIAM deployment with on-premises ingestion and cloud analytics/retention, several hardware
considerations on-premises are crucial. Sizing on-premises hardware for peak ingestion and providing buffer storage (A) is vital to
prevent data loss or backpressure. A dedicated, high-bandwidth, low-latency network connection (B) is absolutely critical for
efficient and timely data transfer to the cloud. Powerful CPUs and ample RAM on-premises (C) are necessary to perform initial data
processing (parsing, normalization, basic indexing) before sending data to the cloud, offloading compute from the cloud and ensuring
data is in a usable format upon arrival. While compression appliances (D) can help with costs, they are secondary to the fundamental
infrastructure requirements. GPU passthrough (E) is relevant for ML but contradicts the premise of offloading advanced analytics to
the cloud, making it less of a primary on-premises hardware concern for this specific hybrid model.

NEW QUESTION # 170 
An XSIAM engineer is reviewing an existing Data Flow parser for a critical security application. The current parser uses extensive
functions, and performance logs show this Data Flow is becoming a bottleneck due to the complexity of the parse_regex () patterns
and the volume of logs. The raw log format is semi-structured, often mixing key-value pairs with unstructured text. Which
optimization strategy would yield the most significant performance improvement while maintaining parsing accuracy?

A. Implement an XQL post-processing rule in the Data Lake to re-parse and enrich fields after initial ingestion, offloading the
parsing burden from the Data Flow.
B. Change the log source to export data in a different, more structured format like CEF or JSON, eliminating the need for
complex parsing rules.
C. Refactor the Data Flow to prioritize parse_kv () for sections of the log that are truly key-value pairs, and use
parse_regex() only for truly unstructured or highly irregular patterns, potentially splitting complex regex into simpler, chained
parse_regex() steps if possible.
D. Increase the XSIAM Data Collector's processing capacity by deploying more collector instances or allocating more
CPU/memory resources.
E. Reduce the number of fields being extracted by the parser, focusing only on the most critical fields needed for immediate
security analysis.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Option B directly addresses the performance bottleneck caused by complex regex. is generally more efficient for parse_kv()
structured key-value data than regex. By refactoring the Data Flow to use the most appropriate parsing function for each part of the
log, the overall parsing overhead can be significantly reduced. Splitting complex regex into simpler, chained steps can also improve
readability and maintainability, and sometimes performance. Option A might temporarily alleviate symptoms but doesn't address the
root cause of inefficient parsing. Option C might reduce data fidelity. Option D is an ideal long-term solution but often not
immediately feasible due to dependencies on external systems. Option E offloads to query time, which can impact query
performance and isn't a true ingestion optimization.

NEW QUESTION # 171 
Which section of a parsing rule defines the newly created dataset?

A. INGEST
B. CONST
C. RULE
D. COLLECT

Answer: D

Explanation:



In a Cortex XSIAM parsing rule, the COLLECT section defines the newly created dataset. This section specifies how the parsed
fields and data should be structured and stored for further use in analytics and queries.

NEW QUESTION # 172 
You are developing a custom XSOAR playbook that ingests security alerts from a cloud platform (e.g., AWS Security Hub). The
cloud platform's API returns alert data in a highly nested JSON structure. Your playbook needs to extract specific values like
'ResourceType*, 'Accountld' , and *Region' from varying depths within this JSON structure. You're facing challenges due to
inconsistent nesting for different alert types. Which XSOAR feature is best suited for robust and flexible extraction, and how would
you debug its application?

A. Leverage the 'Data Mapper feature within XSOAR to visually map the incoming JSON structure to the incident fields,
debugging by inspecting the mapping preview and the resulting incident data.
B. Utilize the 'Extract Indicators' automation, configuring it with precise regular expressions to pull out the required data from
the raw alert JSON, and debug by reviewing the extracted indicators in the incident details.
C. Write a Python script that iterates through the JSON structure using recursive functions or a path-finding algorithm to
locate the desired keys, and debug by printing the current path and value during recursion.
D. Use and dot notation for direct access to known paths, debugging by logging the intermediate context values.
E. Employ the ' jq' transform using the 'setContext' command with complex 'jq' expressions to flatten or extract specific fields,
and debug by testing 'jq' expressions iteratively in an online 'jq' playground or directly in the XSOAR CLI with small samples.

Answer: C,E

Explanation:
For highly nested and inconsistently structured JSON, simple dot notation (A) or regular expressions (D) are often insufficient or
brittle. 'jq' (B) is a powerful JSON processor excellent for extracting data from complex structures, including handling conditional
logic and dynamic paths. Its debugging involves testing expressions outside XSOAR and then integrating. Alternatively, a custom
Python script (C) offers the most flexibility for complex parsing logic, including recursive traversal, and allows for extensive in-script
debugging using 'print' or 'demisto.log' . While 'Data Mapper' (E) is excellent for well-defined structures, it might struggle with highly
inconsistent nesting across different alert types. Therefore, 'jq' and custom Python scripts are the most robust solutions.

NEW QUESTION # 173
......
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