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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q50-Q55):
NEW QUESTION # 50 
You have created a model called stg_tasks and now you need to implement tests.
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You provide this in schema.yml:
version: 2
models:
- name: stg_tasks
columns:
- name: completed_at
tests:
- not_null:
- config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
You receive this compilation error:
[WARNING]: Did not find matching node for patch with name 'stg_tasks' in the 'models' section of file
'models/example/schema.yml'
How can you change the configuration on the not_null test to fix this compiler error?

A. tests:
- not_null:
config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
B. tests:
- not_null:
config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
C. tests:
- not_null:
- config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
Choose 1 option.
D. tests:
- not_null:
- config:
where: "state = 'completed'"

Answer: A

Explanation:
In dbt, when you configure a generic test like not_null in YAML, the configuration for that test must be a mapping, not another list
item. The correct structure is:
tests:
- not_null:
config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
In your original YAML, you wrote:
tests:
- not_null:
- config:
where: "state = 'completed'"
The extra dash (- config) makes config an element of a list rather than a key under the not_null test. This breaks the expected shape
of the test definition. When dbt parses the schema.yml, it fails to correctly interpret the patch for the stg_tasks model, which leads to
the warning: "Did not find matching node for patch with name 'stg_tasks'...".
By removing the extra dash and nesting config directly under not_null, dbt now reads this as a single generic test named not_null with
a config block that passes the where argument. This allows dbt to correctly attach the test to the completed_at column of the
stg_tasks model and eliminates the compiler warning.
Therefore, Option B is the only structurally valid configuration and is the correct answer.

NEW QUESTION # 51 



Answer:

Explanation:



Explanation:
Update int_order_items by replacing:
* {{ source('tpch', 'orders') }} # {{ ref('stg_tpch_orders') }}
* {{ source('tpch', 'lineitem') }} # {{ ref('stg_tpch_line_items') }}
In dbt's recommended modeling pattern, sources should be referenced only in the staging layer. Downstream models (intermediate
and mart/fact models) should reference staging models via ref(), not the raw source() directly. This keeps all raw-to-clean logic
centralized in the staging layer and makes refactoring and documentation easier.
In the original DAG, int_order_items depends directly on tpch.orders and tpch.lineitem via source(), and staging models also depend
on those same sources. That creates parallel paths from the sources and breaks the clean layered architecture.
By updating the int_order_items SQL to use:
from {{ ref('stg_tpch_orders') }}
join {{ ref('stg_tpch_line_items') }} ...
instead of:
from {{ source('tpch', 'orders') }}
join {{ source('tpch', 'lineitem') }} ...
you ensure that int_order_items sits entirely downstream of the staging layer. The new DAG becomes linear: sources # staging #



intermediate (int_order_items) # any further marts. This improves modularity, reusability of cleaned logic, and makes the DAG easier
to reason about and maintain.

NEW QUESTION # 52 
You want to add new columns to an existing model with a new version.
What will trigger warnings for removal of older model versions?
Choose 1 option.

A. Include "deprecated" in the description of the model
B. Configure the old model as enabled: false
C. Provide a configuration for deprecation_date
D. Create a new version of the model

Answer: C

Explanation:
dbt includes built-in support for model versioning and controlled deprecation. When you introduce a new version of a model, dbt will
only warn about the old version being removed if the old version explicitly includes a deprecation_date configuration. This parameter
signals to dbt that the model is scheduled for removal after a certain date, allowing dbt to produce structured warnings to users and
downstream systems.
These warnings serve as a formal notice that the old version should no longer be referenced and will eventually be removed.
Option A, simply creating a new version, does not trigger warnings by itself. dbt allows multiple versions to coexist without any
deprecation messaging unless you explicitly configure it. Option C (enabled: false) disables the model entirely, which is not a graceful
deprecation strategy and does not result in version- removal warnings. Option D (adding "deprecated" in the description) is only
informational text and has no functional effect on dbt's deprecation system.
Thus, only B-setting deprecation_date on the old version-activates dbt's official deprecation warning mechanism, making it the
correct answer.

NEW QUESTION # 53 
Match the macro to the appropriate hook so that the correct execution steps comply with these rules:
* macro_1() needs to be executed after every dbt run.
* macro_2() needs to be executed after a model runs.
* macro_3() needs to execute before every dbt run.
* macro_4() needs to be executed before a model runs.



Answer:

Explanation:



Explanation:
Hook 1
on-run-end: "{{ macro_x() }}"
The Answer:
macro_1
Hook 2
models:
<my_dbt_project>:
post-hook: "{{ macro_x() }}"
The Answer:
macro_2
Hook 3
on-run-start: "{{ macro_x() }}"
The Answer:
macro_3
Hook 4
{{
config(
pre-hook: "{{ macro_x() }}"
)
}}
macro_4
dbt supports run-level hooks and model-level hooks.
Run-level hooks fire once per invocation, while model- level hooks fire around each individual model.
on-run-end is a run-level after hook that executes once after the entire dbt command completes.
Because macro_1() must run after every dbt run, it correctly belongs here.
The post-hook configured under the models: section runs after each model in that scope finishes building.
This matches the requirement for macro_2() to execute after a model runs.
on-run-start is a run-level before hook and fires once before dbt begins executing any models for that command, making it the right
place for macro_3() which must run before every dbt run.
Finally, the pre-hook specified inside a model's config() block runs before that specific model is built.
Since macro_4() must execute before a model runs, it belongs in the pre-hook configuration.



Thus the correct mapping is:
* on-run-end # macro_1
* model post-hook # macro_2
* on-run-start # macro_3
* model pre-hook # macro_4.

NEW QUESTION # 54 
You want to configure dbt to prevent tests from running if one or more of their parent models is unselected.
Which test command should you execute?
Choose 1 option.

A. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=buildable
B. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=cautious
C. dbt test --select "orders"
D. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=empty

Answer: D

Explanation:
The correct answer is A: dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=empty".
In dbt, the --indirect-selection flag controls how dbt handles indirectly related resources during selection, such as tests whose parent
models may or may not be selected. By default, dbt may include related resources depending on the selection behavior.
indirect-selection=empty is the strictest form of selection. It means that dbt will not run tests whose parent models are not explicitly
selected, even if the tests are indirectly related. This prevents executing tests on models that you did not intend to build or include in
your workflow, ensuring test execution is tightly scoped.
Other options behave differently:
* Option B (no indirect-selection flag) uses dbt's default behavior, which does include related tests, meaning tests could run even
when their parent models were not selected.
* Option C: buildable includes resources that can be built (e.g., when downstream dependencies require them).
* Option D: cautious runs tests if their parents are selected transitively through dependencies.
Therefore, to prevent tests from running when parent models are unselected, you must use --indirect- selection=empty, making A the
correct choice.

NEW QUESTION # 55
......
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