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Topic 1

Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED influences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, including administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodernism, socio-technical systenrs, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.

Topic 2

Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teamns: This section of the
exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
teams. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, norms, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for
merging, disbanding, or changing teams.

Topic 3

Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
mtelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors influencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.

Topic 4

Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:
This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing tearrs.
The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,
fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the
importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q34-Q39):

NEW QUESTION # 34
Explain what a 'bureaucratic' management style is (10 points). What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? (10 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

A bureaucratic management style is based on the theories of Max Weber, who described bureaucracy as a structured, rule-based
and hierarchical way of organising work. In this style, managers rely heavily on formal rules, policies and procedures to direct
employee behaviour. Decision-making authority follows a clear chain of command, and employees are expected to follow
established processes without deviation. Job roles are highly specialised and responsibilities are clearly defined. The emphasis is on
order, consistency and compliance rather than flexibility or creativity.

This approach is often seen in government departments, regulatory bodies, or large organisations where compliance, accountability
and control are critical. For example, in procurement and supply, bureaucratic management may be applied in highly regulated
environments such as public sector purchasing, where adherence to policies, legal frameworks and audit requirements is essential.
Advantages of the bureaucratic style include:

Clarity and consistency: clear rules and procedures mean enmployees know exactly what is expected of them.

Fairmess and equality: decisions are made based on rules, not personal favouritism, reducing bias.

Accountability and control: strong documentation and audit trails improve transparency.

Efficiency in routine tasks: structured processes can streamline repetitive, transactional work (e.g., purchase-to-pay).

Disadvantages include:

Inflexibility: rigid rules make 1t difficult to adapt to change or unique situations.




Low motivation: workers may feel disempowered or demoralised by lack of autonomy.

Slow decision-making: multiple levels of approval can create delays.

Stifled innovation: focus on compliance discourages creativity and proactive problemrsolving.

In conclusion, the bureaucratic management style is effective where consistency, compliance and control are needed, such as in
regulated procurement activities. However, it can be limiting in dynamic environments where flexibility, innovation and speed of
decision-making are essential. Successful managers may therefore adopt bureaucratic methods for governance but balance them with
more adaptive styles for strategic and innovative work.

NEW QUESTION # 35
What is needed for a group to be effective? (15 points). Is it important that each person plays a different role within the group? (10
points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Part A - What is needed for a group to be effective (15 points):

For a group to be effective, several conditions must be in place.

Firstly, the group must have clear objectives and purpose. Without shared goals, members may pull in different directions, leading to
inefficiency.

Secondly, strong leadership is needed to guide the group, set direction, and balance concern for people with concern for tasks.
Leadership provides motivation and resolves conflicts.

Thirdly, good commumication ensures information is shared openly, problens are raised quickly, and collaboration is smooth. In
procurement, this means buyers, finance, and operations align on sourcing decisions.

Fourthly, groups need defined roles and responsibilities. Clarity prevents duplication of work and ensures accountability. For
example, one person may manage supplier contracts while another handles negotiations.

Finally, trust and cooperation are essential. When group members respect and support each other, they are more willing to share
knowledge, take risks, and commit to decisions. Psychological safety is key to team performance.

Part B - Importance of different roles in a group (10 points):

It is important that each person plays a different role within the group. According to Belbin's Team Roles theory, groups are more
effective when individuals contribute complementary strengths. Roles may include "Shapers" who drive action, "Plants" who bring
creativity, "Implementers" who turn plans into reality, and "Monitor Evaluators" who provide critical analysis.

Ifeveryone in the group plays the same role, important skills may be missing. For example, a procurement team made up entirely of
"Shapers" may generate energy but lack careful analysis, leading to poor supplier selection. Conversely, a balanced team ensures
creativity, organisation, and delivery are all present.

Conclusion:

For a group to be effective, it needs clear goals, leadership, commumnication, defined roles, and trust. It is also important that
members bring different strengths and roles, as this diversity improves problem-solving and ensures the group perforns to its full
potential.

NEW QUESTION # 36

Caleb is the newly appointed CEO of Star Fish Limited, a company that manufactures and installs gym equipment. The company
employs 100 people and has dedicated teams for Finance, Product Development and Procurement. Some staff work from the office
and some staff work remotely from home. Contrast and provide an example of a formal and informal group that may form at this
organisation. What factors should Caleb be aware of that can contribute to group formations? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Formal vs Informal Groups (10-12 marks):

Formal groups are those deliberately created by management to achieve organisational objectives. They have defined structures,
roles, and reporting lines. In Star Fish Ltd, examples include the Procurement Team, responsible for sourcing suppliers and managing
contracts. This group has clear goals, formal leadership, and measurable outputs.

By contrast, informal groups arise naturally among employees based on social interactions, common interests, or personal
relationships. They are not officially sanctioned but strongly influence behaviour. At Star Fish Ltd, an example could be a fitness club



of employees who exercise together during breaks or a WhatsApp group among remote workers who support each other socially.
These groups provide belonging and morale but may also resist management decisions if excluded.

Factors Influencing Group Formation (12-15 marks):

Common goals and tasks - People working on shared objectives, such as the Product Development Team working on new gym
equipment, naturally form groups.

Geography and work arrangements - Staff working remotely may form virtual support groups, while office-based staff bond more
through daily interactions.

Shared interests and values - Employees passionate about fitness or sustainability may form informal networks within the company.
Friendship and social needs - Based on Maslow's hierarchy, people seek belonging. Friendships often develop into informal groups.
Leadership and influence - Charismatic or respected individuals may attract followers, leading to informal group formation around
their personality.

Organisational culture - A collaborative culture encourages group formation for teamwork, while a competitive culture may create
cliques or rival groups.

Technology and commumication platforms - With remote work, online groups (Teamns, Slack, WhatsApp) facilitate informal
interaction and knowledge sharing.

Conclusion:

At Star Fish Ltd, formal groups like the Procurement Department are designed to deliver organisational objectives, while informal
groups such as fitness clubs or virtual chat groups form naturally. Caleb must recognise that both types of groups are powerful.
Formal groups deliver results, but informal groups influence morale, motivation, and resistance to change. By understanding the
factors driving group formation, Caleb can harness both to build cohesion, encourage collaboration, and support the organisation's
success.

NEW QUESTION # 37
What is a 'psychological contract'? (5 points). Discuss the factors that can influence this and how an employer can protect the
psychological contract from being broken (15 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

A psychological contract refers to the unwritten and informal expectations that exist between employer and employee, beyond the
formal employment contract. It is built on perceptions of fairness, trust, and mutual obligation. For exanmple, an employee may expect
career development, recognition and fair treatment, while the employer expects loyalty, commitment, and discretionary effort. Unlike
a legal contract, it is subjective, evolving, and deeply influenced by organisational culture and management behaviour.

Several factors influence the strength of the psychological contract. Leadership style is crucial: a participative, empowering approach
helps employees feel valued, while autocratic or inconsistent leadership weakens trust. Organisational culture also plays a role; a
supportive, ethical culture creates fairness, whereas a toxic or discriminatory environment erodes confidence. Commumication is
another factor - transparent and honest messages during performance reviews or organisational change maintain alignment of
expectations, whereas misinformation or silence damages the relationship. Reward and recognition are key, since inconsistencies in
promotion or pay may create perceptions of unfairness. Work-life balance and flexibility also matter, particularly in modern hybrid
workplaces. Finally, opportunities for development such as training, mentoring, or exposure to new projects sustain the sense of
reciprocal value between employer and employee.

Employers can take several steps to protect the psychological contract from being broken. Firstly, clear communication of job roles,
objectives and expectations reduces misunderstandings. Fair and consistent treatment across employees ensures equality and avoids
resentment. Involving employees in decision-making through surveys or consultation gives them a voice and strengthens commitment.
Employers should also invest in people through coaching, mentoring and career development pathways, demonstrating a long-term
interest in their growth. Recognition of achievement, both financial and non-financial, reinforces the sense of value. When
organisational changes occur, managers should follow good change management practice, such as Lewin's three-step model or
Kotter's stages, to ensure transparency and inclusion. Finally, ethical and values-driven leadership is vital, as trust is easily broken if
managers behave dishonestly or fail to live up to organisational values.

For exanple, in a procurement setting, if a buyer is promised involvement in international supplier negotiations but never receives the
opportunity, the psychological contract is broken, potentially leading to disengagement or resignation. Employers can prevent this by
giving realistic job previews, following through on commitments, and offering development opportunities aligned to employees'
expectations.

In conclusion, the psychological contract is a powerful but fragile element of the employment relationship. It is influenced by
leadership, culture, communication, rewards, and development opportunities. By maintaining fairness, clarity, recognition, and open
dialogue, employers can protect and strengthen this contract, leading to higher engagement, motivation and retention of talent.



NEW QUESTION # 38
What is the 'human relations' approach to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

The human relations approach to management developed in the 1930s and 1940s as a reaction against earlier mechanistic
approaches such as Taylorism and bureaucracy. It emphasises that employees are not just motivated by money and rules, but also
by social needs, relationships, and recognition. The approach highlights the importance of communication, teamwork, leadership
style, and employee well-being in achieving organisational success.

The foundation of this school came from the Hawthorne Studies (Elton Mayo), which showed that productivity improved not just
because of physical conditions, but because workers felt valued and observed. This demonstrated the importance of social factors
such as morale, group belonging, and management attention.

Key principles of the human relations approach include:

Focus on people rather than just processes - recognising employees as individuals with social and emotional needs.

Motivation through recognition and belonging - linking to theories such as Maslow's hierarchy of needs and Herzberg's motivators.
Leadership style matters - supportive, participative leadership fosters engagement, unlike autocratic control.

Team dynamics are critical - informal groups, communication patterns, and cooperation influence productivity.

Job satisfaction drives performance - happy, respected employees are more productive and loyal.

Advantages of the human relations approach include higher employee engagement, improved morale, stronger teamwork, and
reduced turnover. It recognises employees as assets rather than costs.

Disadvantages include the risk of overemphasising relationships at the expense of efficiency or results, and the possibility of managers
manipulating employees through "false concern.” It can also be less effective in highly standardised, rule-bound environments where
compliance is critical.

In procurement, the human relations approach may be applied by creating strong team cohesion, involving staff in decision-making,
recognising contributions, and offering development opportunities. For example, nvolving buyers in supplier strategy discussions and
giving recognition for successful negotiations can boost morale and performance.

In conclusion, the human relations approach recognises that people are motivated by social and psychological needs, not just
financial incentives. It highlights the importance of communication, leadership, and teamwork in driving performance. While it should
be balanced with attention to efficiency, it remains highly relevant for modern managers in creating motivated and productive tears.

NEW QUESTION # 39
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