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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q170-Q175):
NEW QUESTION # 170 
You discover that a heavily used model is taking significantly longer to materialize. After investigation, you determine that the
complexity of the model's logic is a contributing factor. Which of the following actions is LEAST likely to help improve performance?

A. Investigate potential optimizations in the underlying SQL code.
B. Change the materialization from a table to a view.
C. Break down the model into smaller, intermediate models using CTEs.
D. Consider applying an incremental materialization strategy if suitable.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Switching from a table to a view alone doesn't address the core performance issue of complex logic. Other options prioritize
breaking down the transformations or directly optimizing the SQL itself.

NEW QUESTION # 171 
(Multiple Select)

A. Configuring separate dbt projects for each subdirectory and running them independently.
B. Defining a custom source in sources.yml that selects tables from the desired subdirectory.
C. Using dbt run -m to select models using a path pattern.
D. Setting up tags strategically and using the -s flag when executing dbt commands.

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
A leverages path-based selection. B works if your organization is tag-based. C is unrelated, sources are about data, not model
location. D is overly complex for this task.

NEW QUESTION # 172 
Which command materializes my_model and only its first-degree parent model(s) in the data platform?
Choose 1 option.

A. dbt compile --select +1 my_model
B. dbt run --select +my_model
C. dbt run --select +1 my_model
D. dbt compile --select +my_model
E. dbt run --select 1+my_model

Answer: C

Explanation:
The correct answer is D: dbt run --select +1 my_model.
In dbt's selection syntax, the + operator is used to include parents (upstream) and/or children (downstream) of a given node. When
used as +my_model or my_model+, it means "include all ancestors" or "all descendants" respectively, with no limit on depth.
To limit how many levels of parents or children are included, dbt allows a numeric depth between the + and the resource name. +1
my_model (or my_model+1) means:
* Select my_model
* Plus only its first-degree parents (direct dependencies), and no further ancestors.
Because you want to materialize the models, you must use dbt run, not dbt compile. dbt compile only compiles SQL and does not
create or update relations in the data platform.
So:
* Option A (dbt run --select +my_model) would include all upstream ancestors, not just first-degree parents.
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* Options B and E use compile, so they don't materialize.
* Option C is just syntactically wrong.
Therefore, the only command that both runs models and limits selection to my_model plus its first-degree parents is dbt run --select
+1 my_model.

NEW QUESTION # 173 
Data Quality Issue

A. Add specific schema tests to the model, asserting that the column in question should not contain nulls.
B. Inspect any filters or transformations within the model's SQL that might be unintentionally excluding data.
C. Run dbt test on the model and see if existing tests fail, indicating a possible regression.
D. Run dbt compile followed by dbt run -select model_name to isolate the model and observe its output closely.

Answer: A,B,C,D

Explanation:
This requires a comprehensive approach covering logic errors, regression tests, proactive quality checks, and isolated execution.

NEW QUESTION # 174 
You want to enhance the DAG visualization and highlight models that process sensitive dat a. How might you achieve this using
macros?

A. Develop a custom dbt package that extends the standard DAG rendering with sensitivity indicators-
B. Write a macro that dynamically applies custom CSS classes to nodes in the DAG based on model tags or descriptions.
C. Use the meta configuration in your models to control specific visualization properties in the DAG-
D. Embed additional icons or visual indicators directly within model descriptions using specialized macro logic-

Answer: A,B,D

Explanation:
A: Custom CSS allows you to style the DAG flexibly based on model properties or tags. B: Macros can potentially be used to add
small visual elements to descriptions. D: Packages can provide a more structured and potentially reusable way to achieve advanced
DAG customization.

NEW QUESTION # 175
......
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