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CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q35-Q40):
NEW QUESTION # 35 
The PRIMARY reason for the submittal process during Contract Administration is for the designer to

A. Check for conformance with the contract documents
B. Alter product specifications prior to the final order
C. Verify that the dimensions conform to the site conditions
D. Confirm the quantity of material to be ordered

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of the submittal process during contract administration. Submittals are
documents or samples provided by the contractor to the designer for review, ensuring that the materials and products being used
align with the project requirements.
* Option A (Confirm the quantity of material to be ordered):The quantity of material is typically determined by the contractor based
on the contract documents and is not the primary purpose of the submittal process. The designer may review quantities as part of the
process, but this is secondary.
* Option B (Alter product specifications prior to the final order):The submittal process is not intended for the designer to alter
specifications; it is to verify that the proposed materials meet the existing specifications. Altering specifications would require a
change order, not a submittal.
* Option C (Check for conformance with the contract documents):This is the correct choice. The primary purpose of the submittal
process is for the designer to review the contractor's proposed materials, products, or shop drawings to ensure they conform to the
contract documents (e.g., specifications, drawings). This ensures that the project is built as designed and meets all requirements.
* Option D (Verify that the dimensions conform to the site conditions):While dimensions may be reviewed as part of shop drawings,
verifying site conditions is typically the contractor's responsibility during construction. The submittal process focuses on conformance
with the design intent, not site verification.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on contract administration and the submittal process.
"The primary purpose of the submittal process is for the designer to check that the proposed materials and products conform to the
contract documents, ensuring compliance with the design intent." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Contract Administration Section)
The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide clearly states that the submittal process is designed to ensure conformance with the contract
documents, allowing the designer to verify that the contractor's selections meet the project's requirements. This makes Option C the
correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the purpose of the submittal process in contract administration (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Contract Administration).
* Apply review processes to ensure design compliance (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Construction Administration).

NEW QUESTION # 36 
Where open risers are permitted in a commercial space, what is the MAXIMUM clear space between risers?

A. 3" [76 mm]
B. 11" [279 mm]
C. 4" [102 mm]
D. 7" [178 mm]

Answer: C

Explanation:
Per IBC Section 1011.5.5.3, open risers are allowed in commercial spaces (non-residential) if the clear space between risers
doesn't exceed 4" (102 mm), preventing small objects or feet from passing through, ensuring safety. Options A (3") is stricter than
required, C (7") and D (11") exceed the limit, violating code. The 4" maximum (B) applies to occupancies like offices or retail where
open risers are permitted (not Group I or R-
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3).
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - 4" [102 mm]
"In commercial spaces where open risers are allowed, the maximum clear space between risers is 4 inches (102 mm) per IBC."
(NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ references IBC to
ensure stair safety, with 4" as the standard to balance design flexibility and occupant protection.
Objectives:
* Apply stair design codes (IDPX Objective 1.4).

NEW QUESTION # 37 
During early planning stages of a sustainable project, which of the following elements are the MOST important to develop?

A. Composting toilets and renewable power sources
B. Wind power and recycled content materials
C. LED lighting and locally sourced materials

Answer: C

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of sustainable design principles, particularly during the early planning
stages of a project. Sustainable design focuses on reducing environmental impact through energy efficiency, material selection, and
other strategies.
* Option A (LED lighting and locally sourced materials):This is the correct choice. In the early planning stages, the designer should
prioritize elements that have a significant impact on sustainability and are feasible to implement across most projects. LED lighting
reduces energy consumption (a key sustainability goal) and is widely applicable. Locally sourced materials reduce transportation-
related carbon emissions and support the local economy, making them a practical and impactful choice for early planning.
* Option B (Wind power and recycled content materials):Wind power is a renewable energy source, but it is a complex, site-
specific solution that depends on factors like location and infrastructure, making it less practical for early planning in most projects.
Recycled content materials are important but are typically considered later when specifying materials, not as a primary early planning
element.
* Option C (Composting toilets and renewable power sources):Composting toilets are a niche solution that may not be feasible or
acceptable for all projects (e.g., commercialbuildings), and their implementation requires significant infrastructure changes.
Renewable power sources (e.g., solar, wind) are also site-specific and complex, making them less critical in early planning compared
to more universal strategies like lighting and material sourcing.
Correction of Typographical Error:
The original question lists only three options (A, B, C), but the NCIDQ format typically includes four options (A, B, C, D). The
missing Option D does not affect the answer, as Option A is clearly the correct choice based on the given options. For
completeness, a potential Option D might be something like "Rainwater harvesting and low-VOC paints," which would be incorrect
as a primary early planning focus compared to LED lighting and locally sourced materials.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on sustainable design and early project planning.
"In the early planning stages of a sustainable project, the designer should prioritize widely applicable strategies such as LED lighting
for energy efficiency and locally sourced materials to reduce transportation emissions." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Sustainable
Design Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide highlights LED lighting and locally sourced materials as key sustainable strategies
that can be planned early due to their broad applicability and significant environmental impact. This aligns with Option A, making it
the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand sustainable design strategies for early planning (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Sustainable Design).
* Apply sustainability principles to project development (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Design Development).

NEW QUESTION # 38 
What is the PRIMARY function of an order acknowledgement?

A. Establish the discount structure to be used for purchases related to a particular project
B. Allow review and correction before an order is manufactured
C. Secure written agreement before proceeding with the work
D. Prescribe the processes for tracking invoices and accounts receivable

Answer: B



Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of FF&E (furniture, fixtures, and equipment) procurement processes,
including the purpose of an order acknowledgement. An order acknowledgement is a document issued by a vendor after receiving a
purchase order, confirming the details of the order.
* Option A (Secure written agreement before proceeding with the work):This describes the purpose of a contract or purchase
order, not an order acknowledgement. The order acknowledgement comes after the agreement is made, confirming the order
details.
* Option B (Allow review and correction before an order is manufactured):This is thecorrect choice.
The primary function of an order acknowledgement is to confirm the details of the purchase order (e.g., quantity, product, finish,
delivery date) and provide an opportunity for the designer to review and correct any discrepancies before the vendor begins
manufacturing. This ensures that the order aligns with the designer's intent and prevents costly errors.
* Option C (Prescribe the processes for tracking invoices and accounts receivable):Tracking invoices and accounts receivable is
part of financial management, not the purpose of an order acknowledgement. The acknowledgement focuses on order confirmation,
not billing processes.
* Option D (Establish the discount structure to be used for purchases related to a particular project):The discount structure is
typically established in the initial agreement or purchase order, not the order acknowledgement. The acknowledgement confirms the
order details, including any agreed- upon pricing, but does not establish the discount structure.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on FF&E procurement processes.
"The primary function of an order acknowledgement is to allow the designer to review and correct order details before
manufacturing begins, ensuring accuracy and alignment with the purchase order." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, FF&E Procurement
Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide specifies that an order acknowledgement serves as a final check before manufacturing,
allowing the designer to verify and correct the order. This prevents errors and ensures the vendor produces the correct items,
making Option B the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the FF&E procurement process and documentation (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: FF&E).
* Apply review processes to ensure order accuracy (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Contract Administration).

NEW QUESTION # 39 
What should be evaluated by the design team in advance of a project kickoff with clients and stakeholders?

A. Site availability and schedule impacts
B. System performance and subcontractor availability
C. Cost analysis and value engineering

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of pre-project planning and preparation. A project kickoff meeting with
clients and stakeholders sets the stage for the project, and the design team must evaluate critical factors in advance to ensure a
smooth start.
* Option A (Cost analysis and value engineering):Cost analysis and value engineering are important but typically occur later in the
design process, during schematic design or design development, not before the kickoff. These activities depend on a clearer
understanding of the project scope, which is often defined at the kickoff.
* Option B (Site availability and schedule impacts):This is the correct choice because evaluating site availability (e.g., access to the
site, existing conditions) and schedule impacts (e.g., timelines, constraints) is critical before the kickoff. These factors affect the
project's feasibility, timeline, and coordination with stakeholders, ensuring that the team can address potential issues early and set
realistic expectations.
* Option C (System performance and subcontractor availability):System performance (e.g., HVAC, lighting) and subcontractor
availability are more relevant during the design and construction phases, not before the kickoff. These details are too specific for the
initial planning stage.
Correction of Typographical Error:
The original question lists only three options (A, B, C) but the NCIDQ format typically includes four options (A, B, C, D). The
missing Option D does not affect the answer, as Option B is clearly the correct choice based on the given options. For
completeness, a potential Option D might be something like "Client budget and programming needs," which would also be relevant
but less critical than site and schedule considerations before the kickoff.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on project planning and preparation.
"Prior to a project kickoff, the design team should evaluate site availability and schedule impacts to identify potential constraints and
ensure alignment with project goals." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Project Planning Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide



emphasizes the importance of evaluating site availability and schedule impacts before the kickoff to identify constraints and set
realistic expectations with stakeholders. This preparation ensures a successful project start, making Option B the correct choice.
Objectives:
* Understand the importance of pre-project planning (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Planning).
* Apply preparation strategies to ensure project success (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).

NEW QUESTION # 40
......

All these IDPX exam questions formats contain the real Interior Design Professional Exam (IDPX) exam practice test questions that
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