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Topic

Details

Topic 1

Hemic & Lymphatic Systems, Mediastinum, Diaphragm: This section of the exam measures the skills of
medical coders and includes procedures related to the spleen, lymph nodes, bone marrow, as well as
surgical interventions in the mediastinum and diaphragm. Coders must differentiate procedures by region
and system accurately.

Topic 2

Accurate ICD-10-CM Coding: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and focuses
on the precise assignment of diagnosis codes using the ICD-10-CM system. The goal is to ensure accurate
representation of patient conditions, proper sequencing, and a clear linkage between diagnoses and
services.

Topic 3

Endocrine System and Nervous System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders
and assesses the ability to assign codes for surgeries nvolving glands, the brain, spinal cord, and peripheral
nerves. Procedures like resections and electrical stimulation are part of the evaluated content.

Topic 4

Female Reproductive System and Maternity Care & Delivery: This section of the exam measures the skills
of coding specialists and evaluates coding accuracy for gynecological and obstetric procedures. It includes
deliveries, antepartum care, cesarean sections, and surgical procedures involving female reproductive
anatomny.

Topic 5

Integumentary System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and covers
procedures related to the skin and related structures. Topics include excisions, biopsies, repairs, and
destruction services, focusing on accurate code selection and modifier usage for integumentary
mterventions.

Topic 6

Special Senses (Ocular and Auditory): This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists
and covers the coding of procedures related to the eyes and ears. Topics include surgeries on the cornea,
retina, and middle

mner ear, as well as related diagnostic procedures.

Topic 7

Musculoskeletal System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and focuses on
coding procedures involving bones, joints, muscles, and tendons. It covers surgeries, reductions,
arthroscopies, and fracture treatments, emphasizing accurate mapping of procedures to anatomical areas.

Topic 8

Pathology & Laboratory: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and includes lab
tests, specimen analysis, and pathological examination procedures. It ensures that coders understand how
to apply codes for chemistry panels, cultures, and histopathological diagnostics.

Topic 9

Evaluation & Management Services: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and
covers office visits, hospital care, consultations, and other E

® M services. It tests the understanding of time-based coding, medical decision-making, and history
¢ exam components per current CMS guidelines.

Topic 10

Radiology: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and focuses on diagnostic
imaging procedures including X-rays, CT scans, MRIs, ultrasounds, and nuclear medicine. It emphasizes
proper selection of codes based on anatomical site and modality used.

Topic 11

Cardiovascular System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and addresses
services related to the heart, arteries, and veins. It involves the coding of diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures, including catheterizations, bypasses, and repairs.:

Topic 12

Introduction to CPT®, HCPCS Level II, and Modifiers: This section of the exam measures the skills of
coding specialists and introduces candidates to CPT® coding for procedures, HCPCS Level II for
supplies and services, and the correct use of modifiers. It helps learners distinguish between different code
sets and understand their place in medical billing,




¢ Overview of ICD-10-CM: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and introduces

the structure, format, and usage of the [CD-10-CM coding system It reviews the purpose of ICD-10-CM
Topic 13 in diagnosis reporting and prepares candidates to interpret chapters, code ranges, and conventions
embedded in the system

¢ Digestive System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and evaluates the
coding of surgeries and procedures involving the oral cavity, pharynx, esophagus, stomach, intestines, liver,

Topic 14
P pancreas, and related organs. Understanding endoscopic procedures is particularly critical here.

¢ Respiratory System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and evaluates the ability
to code procedures involving the nose, sinuses, larynx, trachea, bronchi, and lungs. Attention is given to

Topic 15 . . . . e .
P services like endoscopies, excisions, and resections within the respiratory tract.

¢ The Business of Medicine: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and covers
foundational knowledge regarding the healthcare system, reimbursement models, insurance payers, HIPAA
compliance, and the ethical responsibilities coders hold within clinical and billing environments. It
establishes the context in which coding decisions directly affect healthcare operations and financial
outcomes.

Topic 16

¢ Review of Anatomy: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and covers a high-

level understanding of human anatomy. It includes organs, systems, directional terminology, and anatomical
Topic 17 locations, enabling coders to link procedures and diagnoses to the correct bodily structures with accuracy
and consistency.

¢ Applying the ICD-10-CM Guidelines: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists

and covers how to apply official ICD-10-CM guidelines to real-world coding scenarios. It emphasizes the
Topic 18 hierarchy of instructional notes, general and chapter-specific rules, and how to make judgment calls within
compliant coding frameworks.

¢ Anesthesia: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and nvolves coding anesthesia
services based on surgical site, complexity, and time. It tests the understanding of anesthesia modifiers and

Topic 19 : . . . .
P the importance of linking anesthesia codes with the correct primary procedures.

AAPC Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam Sample Questions (Q238-
Q243):

NEW QUESTION # 238
A patient presents to the emergency room with a nosebleed that is controlled by limited anterior nasal packing,
What CPT code is reported?

A0
B. 1
C.2
D.3

Answer: A

Explanation:
30901 = Control of anterior epistaxis, limited, any method
30903/30905/30906 are for extensive packing or posterior epistaxis

NEW QUESTION # 239

A 4-year-old, critically ill child is admitted to the PICU from the ED with respiratory failure due to an exacerbation of asthma not
manageable in the ER. The PICU provider takes over the care of the patient and starts continuous bronchodilator therapy and
pharmacologic support with cardiovascular monitoring and possible mechanical ventilation support.

What is the E/M code for this encounter?



A0
B. 1
C.2
D.3

Answer: D

Explanation:

The code 99471 is used for initial inpatient neonatal critical care, per day, for the evaluation and management of a critically ill infant
or young child. Given the scenario where a 4-year-old critically ill child is admitted to the PICU and requires intensive care
management, this code is appropriate as it reflects the critical care provided beyond the emergency department services. References:
CPT Professional Edition (current year), AMA.

NEW QUESTION # 240

View MR 099405

MR 099405

CC: Shortness of breath

HPI: 16-year-old female comes into the ED for shortness of breath for the last two days. She is an asthmatic.

Current medications being used to treat symptons is Advair, which is not working and breathing is getting worse. Does not feel that
Advair has been helping. Patient tried Albuterol for persistent coughing, is not helping. Coughing 10-15 minutes at a time. Patient has
used the Albuterol 3x in the last 16 hrs. ED physician admits her to observation status.

ROS: No fever, no headache. No purulent discharge from the eyes. No earache. No nasal discharge or sore throat. No swollen
glands in the neck. No palpitations. Dyspnea and cough. Some chest pain. No nausea or vomiting. No abdommal pain, diarrhea, or
constipation.

PMH: Asthma

SH: Lives with both parents.

FH: Family hx of asthima, paternal side

ALLERGIES: PCN-200 CAPS. Allergies have been reviewed with child's family and no changes reported.

PE: General appearance: normal, alert. Talks in sentences. Pink lips and cheeks. Oriented. Well developed.

Well nourished. Well hydrated.

Eyes: normal. External eye: no hyperemia of the conjunctiva. No discharge from the conjunctiva Ears: general/bilateral. TM: normal.
Nose: thinorrhea. Pharynx/Oropharynx: normal. Neck: normal

Lymph nodes: normal.

Lungs: before Albuterol neb, mode air entry b/l No rales, thonchi or wheezes. After Albuterol neb.

improvement of air entry b/l. Respiratory movements were normal. No intercostals inspiratory retraction was observed.
Cardiovascular system: normal. Heart rate and rhythm normal. Heart sounds normal. No murmurs were heard.

GI: abdomen normal with no tenderness or masses. Normal bowel sounds. No hepatosplenomegaly Skin: normal warmand dry.
Pink well perfused Musculoskeletal system patient indicates lower to mid back pain when she lies down on her back and when she
rolls over. No CVA tendermess.

Assessment: Asthma, acute exacerbation

Plan: Will keep her in observation overnight. Will administer oral steroids and breathing treatment. CXR ordered and to be taken in
the morning,

What E/M code is reported?

A0
B. 1
C.2
D.3

Answer: D

Explanation:

*99222: This code is used for initial hospital care, per day, for the evaluation and management of a patient, which requires a
detailed or comprehensive history, a detailed or comprehensive examination, and medical decision making of moderate complexity.
* The documentation shows a detailed history (including HPI, ROS, PMH, SH, and FH) and a detailed examination (covering
nultiple organ systers). The medical decision making involves the management of an acute asthma exacerbation, which includes
admitting the patient to observation status, admmnistering oral steroids, and planning for further diagnostic testing.

References:

* CPT Professional Edition, AMA



NEW QUESTION # 241

Miranda is in her provider's office for follow up of her diabetes. Her blood sugars remain at goal with continuing her prescribed
medications.

When referring to the MDM Table in the CPT code book for number and complexity of problens addressed at the encounter, what
type of problem s this considered?

A. Acute, uncomplicated illness or injury
B. Minimal problem

C. Stable, acute illness

D. Stable, chronic illness

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 242
A patient with intermittent asthma with exacerbation undergoes spirometry before and after bronchodilator.
What CPT and ICD-10-CM codes are reported?

A. 94070, 94010, J45.901
B. 94060, 94010, J45.901
C. 94070, 94010, J45.21
D. 94060, 94010, J45.21

Answer: D

Explanation:

94060 = Spirometry pre- and post-bronchodilator
94010 = Baseline spirometry

J45.21 = Mild intermittent asthma with exacerbation

NEW QUESTION # 243

Passing the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam (CPC) exam can be a challenging task, especially if you have a tight schedule.
You need comprehensive exam questions to prepare well for the exam. In this article, we will infroduce you to Pass4guide AAPC
CPC Exam Questions that offer relevant and reliable exam materials for your Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam (CPC)
exam preparation.
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