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Proofpoint Threat Protection Administrator Exam Sample Questions (Q16-
Q21):
NEW QUESTION # 16 
In the context of email authentication, what is added to the headers of an email message that includes a selector and a hash of the
values of selected message headers?

A. SPF Record
B. DMARC Policy
C. ARC Seal
D. DKIM Signature

Answer: D

Explanation:
The correct answer is DKIM Signature because DKIM works by adding a cryptographic signature into the message headers. That
header contains information such as the signing domain and a selector, and the signature is generated from selected parts of the
message, including specific headers and sometimes the body hash. Proofpoint's DKIM reference explains that the "s=" value in the
DKIM-Signature header is the selector, which is used to locate the correct public key in DNS for signature validation. This is the
exact clue that matches the question wording about a selector being included in the header.
The other choices do not fit what the question describes. SPF is a DNS-based sender authorization check and is not inserted as a
cryptographic signature header in the message. DMARC is a policy framework that tells receivers how to treat mail that fails SPF or
DKIM alignment, and ARC is used to preserve authentication assessment across forwarding chains rather than being the core
sender signature described here. In the Proofpoint administrator context, DKIM is one of the key email authentication controls
because it helps prove message integrity and domain-associated signing. So when the course asks which item adds a header
containing a selector and a hash-based signature over selected header values, that is the DKIM Signature .

NEW QUESTION # 17 
As an administrator, you need to research why an email was sent instead of being blocked; where would you go in Cloud Admin to
find which rule triggered the final disposition?

A. Email Firewall
B. MTA Logs
C. Audit Logs
D. Smart Search

Answer: D

Explanation:
The correct answer is Smart Search because Smart Search is the administrative investigation tool used to review message handling,
trace processing outcomes, and identify the final rule that determined disposition.
In Proofpoint administration workflows, when a message is delivered, quarantined, rejected, or otherwise handled in an unexpected
way, Smart Search is the place where administrators review that message record and determine which processing rule was ultimately
responsible. Proofpoint training and support materials consistently position Smart Search as the message-forensics interface rather
than Audit Logs or general configuration screens. Audit Logs show administrative changes, not the mail-processing rule that handled
an individual message.
This distinction matters because the question asks specifically where to find which rule triggered the final disposition . That is
message-level evidence, not system-change evidence. MTA logs contain transport details and delivery events, but they are not the
primary Cloud Admin interface for understanding final rule disposition in the way Smart Search is. Email Firewall is where you
configure rules, but not where you investigate a completed message to see which final rule actually fired. In the Threat Protection
Administrator course, Smart Search and logging are grouped as the place to troubleshoot message outcomes, correlate events, and
confirm final actions. Therefore, when researching why an email was sent instead of blocked, the correct interface is Smart Search .

NEW QUESTION # 18 
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What are the three default methods available in Recipient Verification to verify that a recipient mailbox exists?
Pick the 3 correct responses below.

A. SMTP verification
B. DNS verification
C. CSV File verification
D. Email the recipient
E. User Repository verification
F. LDAP verification

Answer: A,E,F

Explanation:
The correct answers are B. SMTP verification , C. LDAP verification , and D. User Repository verification
. In the Threat Protection Administrator course, Recipient Verification is presented as a feature used to validate whether recipient
mailboxes exist before accepting mail for them. The public course guide excerpt confirms that Proofpoint supports using an imported
user repository in place of repeatedly querying LDAP, which directly supports User Repository verification as one of the built-in
methods. It also places Recipient Verification alongside LDAP-based identity workflows, which supports LDAP verification as a
default verification method.
SMTP verification is the remaining standard mailbox-existence check in this feature set and fits Proofpoint's connection-level
validation approach. By contrast, Email the recipient is not a real-time verification method used for SMTP-time recipient validation,
CSV file verification is not presented as one of the default Recipient Verification methods in the Proofpoint course materials, and
DNS verification checks domain routing information rather than whether a mailbox for a specific recipient exists. In administrator
practice, these three methods cover live directory validation, local imported identity validation, and SMTP recipient validation against
the destination system. Therefore, the correct three default methods are SMTP verification, LDAP verification, and User Repository
verification .

NEW QUESTION # 19 
In the context of spam detection, what is the primary function of Proofpoint Dynamic Reputation (PDR)?

A. To provide training for users on how to identify spam.
B. To analyze email content for spam keywords.
C. To filter emails based on user-defined rules.
D. To assess the sending MTA's reputation based on its IP address.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Proofpoint Dynamic Reputation (PDR) is designed to evaluate the reputation of the sending host at the connection level, using the
sender's IP address as the core signal. In Proofpoint's own public description of PDR, the technology uses many features to
determine the reputation of a particular IP and delays or blocks mail when that IP shows indications of spam activity. That means
PDR is not primarily a user training feature, not a user-defined inbox rule engine, and not a simple keyword scanner of message
body text. Its job is to assess the sending MTA before full message acceptance and use that reputation to influence how the system
handles the connection. This is exactly why PDR is valuable in early-stage filtering: it helps reduce unwanted traffic before deeper
content analysis takes place. Proofpoint's spam architecture also describes a multilayered defense where connection-level analysis
includes Dynamic Reputation alongside SPF, recipient verification, and other connection checks. In practical administrator terms,
PDR is part of the front-line evaluation of the source system's trustworthiness, helping the platform identify suspicious or
compromised senders quickly and efficiently. That makes the correct answer the option focused on assessing the sending MTA's
reputation by IP address.

NEW QUESTION # 20 
What is the primary function of Cloud Threat Response (CTR)?

A. To filter out spam emails before they reach users' inboxes
B. To automate the containment and remediation of email threats
C. To encrypt all emails before sending them to recipients
D. To manually analyze every email before delivery

Answer: B



Explanation:
The correct answer is A. To automate the containment and remediation of email threats . Proofpoint's Threat Response product
description says that it removes manual labor and guesswork from incident response and helps organizations resolve threats faster
and more efficiently. It provides actionable context and enables teams to quarantine and contain threats automatically or with minimal
manual action. That aligns directly with automation of containment and remediation.
This is distinct from basic pre-delivery spam filtering or universal message encryption. CTR is not intended to manually inspect every
email before delivery, and it is not just another spam engine. Instead, it is a response platform used after or alongside detection to
orchestrate investigation, quarantine, and follow-up remediation actions for dangerous messages and associated affected users. In
the Threat Protection Administrator course, Threat Response is positioned as the operational bridge between detection and action:
once a threat is identified, CTR helps administrators and analysts contain it efficiently, especially at scale. That is why the product's
primary function is best summarized as automating the containment and remediation of email threats . Therefore, the verified answer
is A

NEW QUESTION # 21
......
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