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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q26-Q31):
NEW QUESTION # 26 
What is meant by 'alienation' at work? (5 points). Describe 5 factors which can cause this (20 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Definition (5 points):
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Alienation at work refers to a state where employees feel disconnected, powerless, or estranged from their job, their colleagues, or
the organisation. The concept, linked to Karl Marx's theory, highlights situations where workers feel that they have little control, little
purpose, and no personal fulfilment in their role. Alienation often leads to low motivation, disengagement, and reduced productivity.
Five Factors that Cause Alienation (20 points):
Repetitive and monotonous work - Jobs that involve the same routine tasks every day can make employees feel like "cogs in a
machine." For example, a procurement clerk only processing invoices with no involvement in decision-making may quickly feel
alienated.
Lack of autonomy - When employees have no control over how they do their work, they feel powerless. In procurement, if buyers
must follow rigid procedures without input into strategy, they may feel disengaged.
Poor leadership and communication - Alienation grows when managers fail to involve employees, communicate decisions, or provide
feedback. Staff may feel undervalued and excluded from organisational goals.
Weak connection to organisational purpose - If employees cannot see how their work contributes to wider goals or society, they
may feel their role lacks meaning. For instance, working in a cost-cutting environment without recognition of social value or
sustainability can reduce motivation.
Lack of recognition or development opportunities - When employees feel their contributions are ignored, or they see no path for
growth, they disengage. In procurement, failing to recognise successful negotiations or not offering training can create a sense of
alienation.
Conclusion:
Alienation occurs when employees feel disconnected from their work, leading to low morale and performance. It can be caused by
repetitive tasks, lack of autonomy, poor leadership, absence of purpose, and lack of recognition. For managers, reducing alienation
means creating meaningful work, involving employees in decisions, and supporting development, which leads to higher engagement
and productivity in procurement and supply functions.

NEW QUESTION # 27 
Caleb is the newly appointed CEO of Star Fish Limited, a company that manufactures and installs gym equipment. The company
employs 100 people and has dedicated teams for Finance, Product Development and Procurement. Some staff work from the office
and some staff work remotely from home. Contrast and provide an example of a formal and informal group that may form at this
organisation. What factors should Caleb be aware of that can contribute to group formations? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Formal vs Informal Groups (10-12 marks):
Formal groups are those deliberately created by management to achieve organisational objectives. They have defined structures,
roles, and reporting lines. In Star Fish Ltd, examples include the Procurement Team, responsible for sourcing suppliers and managing
contracts. This group has clear goals, formal leadership, and measurable outputs.
By contrast, informal groups arise naturally among employees based on social interactions, common interests, or personal
relationships. They are not officially sanctioned but strongly influence behaviour. At Star Fish Ltd, an example could be a fitness club
of employees who exercise together during breaks or a WhatsApp group among remote workers who support each other socially.
These groups provide belonging and morale but may also resist management decisions if excluded.
Factors Influencing Group Formation (12-15 marks):
Common goals and tasks - People working on shared objectives, such as the Product Development Team working on new gym
equipment, naturally form groups.
Geography and work arrangements - Staff working remotely may form virtual support groups, while office-based staff bond more
through daily interactions.
Shared interests and values - Employees passionate about fitness or sustainability may form informal networks within the company.
Friendship and social needs - Based on Maslow's hierarchy, people seek belonging. Friendships often develop into informal groups.
Leadership and influence - Charismatic or respected individuals may attract followers, leading to informal group formation around
their personality.
Organisational culture - A collaborative culture encourages group formation for teamwork, while a competitive culture may create
cliques or rival groups.
Technology and communication platforms - With remote work, online groups (Teams, Slack, WhatsApp) facilitate informal
interaction and knowledge sharing.
Conclusion:
At Star Fish Ltd, formal groups like the Procurement Department are designed to deliver organisational objectives, while informal
groups such as fitness clubs or virtual chat groups form naturally. Caleb must recognise that both types of groups are powerful.
Formal groups deliver results, but informal groups influence morale, motivation, and resistance to change. By understanding the
factors driving group formation, Caleb can harness both to build cohesion, encourage collaboration, and support the organisation's



success.

NEW QUESTION # 28 
Discuss 4 factors that make up the individual and 3 different ways a manager can lead a team (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Understanding individuals is crucial for effective leadership. People bring unique qualities to the workplace, which influence how they
behave, perform, and interact. Four important factors that make up the individual are as follows.
Firstly, personality plays a major role. Traits such as extroversion, conscientiousness, or openness (from models like the Big Five)
influence how individuals communicate, make decisions, and fit into teams. For example, an extrovert may thrive in negotiation roles,
while an introvert may excel in analytical procurement tasks.
Secondly, attitudes and values shape how individuals respond to work situations. Values around ethics, sustainability, or fairness can
influence motivation and alignment with organisational culture. In procurement, a professional with strong ethical values may be more
resistant to corruption risks.
Thirdly, perception and motivation affect behaviour. Individuals interpret situations differently, and motivation theories such as
Maslow, Herzberg or McGregor's Theory X/Y show how personal drivers impact performance. Some may be motivated by pay,
others by recognition or career development.
Finally, abilities and skills define what individuals can contribute. These include technical competencies, problem-solving skills, and
interpersonal abilities. A skilled negotiator, for example, adds significant value to a procurement team.
Managers must also choose effective ways to lead teams. Three common approaches are:
Autocratic leadership - where the manager makes decisions without consulting the team. This can be effective in crises or routine,
highly regulated tasks (e.g., compliance procurement), but risks low morale if overused.
Democratic or participative leadership - where managers involve team members in decision-making. This improves engagement,
creativity, and buy-in. For example, involving procurement staff in category strategy development can generate stronger results.
Laissez-faire leadership - where the manager provides minimal direction, allowing the team high autonomy. This works well when
teams are highly skilled and self-motivated, but may cause confusion if individuals lack experience.
In conclusion, individuals are shaped by their personality, values, perceptions/motivations, and skills, all of which affect their
workplace performance. Managers can choose between autocratic, democratic, or laissez-faire leadership depending on the
situation. Successful leaders adapt their style to the individuals and teams they manage, ensuring both high performance and
motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 29 
Discuss 3 main sources of conflict that may arise within a group (15 points). What positive and negative outcomes may arise from
conflict? (10 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Sources of Conflict (15 points):
Conflict is natural in groups and arises when individuals or teams have incompatible goals, interests, or behaviours. Three common
sources are:
Task-based conflict - This occurs when members disagree about the content of the work, objectives, or methods. For example, in a
procurement team, conflict may arise over whether to prioritise cost savings or sustainability in supplier selection.
Relationship conflict - This stems from personality clashes, communication breakdowns, or differences in working styles. For
instance, an extroverted negotiator may clash with an introverted analyst who prefers data-driven approaches.
Resource conflict - Groups often compete for limited resources such as time, budget, or staff. In procurement, this could occur if
multiple project teams require the same supplier's resources or internal budgets.
Part B - Outcomes of Conflict (10 points):
Positive outcomes:
Can lead to creativity and innovation as different perspectives are debated.
Encourages problem-solving and improvement of processes.
Strengthens understanding when conflicts are resolved constructively.



Negative outcomes:
May reduce morale and trust if personal attacks or unresolved tension occur.
Can delay projects, damage productivity, and harm relationships with stakeholders or suppliers.
Creates stress and alienation, leading to higher turnover if prolonged.
In procurement, positive conflict may lead to innovative supplier solutions, while negative conflict may damage supplier negotiations
or internal collaboration.
Conclusion:
The three main sources of conflict are task, relationship, and resource issues. Conflict is not always harmful - it can drive
improvement and creativity if managed well, but if left unresolved, it can damage morale, performance, and stakeholder relationships.
Managers must therefore encourage constructive conflict while minimising destructive forms.

NEW QUESTION # 30 
Describe ONE model for classifying stakeholders. When communicating with different types of stakeholders, for example to notify
them of an intended purchase of high value, how should this be managed by the Procurement Function of an organisation? (25
points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
One widely used model for classifying stakeholders is Mendelow's Power-Interest Matrix. This model categorises stakeholders
based on their level of power (ability to influence decisions) and their level of interest (degree of concern in the issue). It helps
managers decide how to engage with different stakeholders effectively.
High Power / High Interest - Key Players: These stakeholders must be closely managed and fully engaged. For example, the Finance
Director or Hospital CEO when approving a high-value purchase. Procurement should provide detailed briefings, involve them in
decision-making, and ensure their concerns are addressed.
High Power / Low Interest - Keep Satisfied: These stakeholders can influence outcomes but may not have strong interest in day-to-
day procurement. For instance, regulatory bodies or legal advisors. Procurement should provide concise updates and ensure
compliance to avoid dissatisfaction.
Low Power / High Interest - Keep Informed: These stakeholders care about the outcome but have limited influence. For example,
end-users of medical equipment or nurses in a hospital setting. Procurement should communicate progress, seek feedback, and
maintain transparency.
Low Power / Low Interest - Minimal Effort: These stakeholders require only basic information. For example, general staff not
directly impacted by a procurement decision. Simple updates or summaries are enough to keep them engaged.
When communicating about a high-value purchase, the Procurement Function should tailor its communication strategy according to
this classification. Key players (high power, high interest) must be involved early with full transparency, including risk assessments
and supplier evaluations. Stakeholders with high interest but low power should be consulted to build trust and buy-in, while those
with high power but low interest should receive enough information to stay satisfied. Procurement should also ensure consistent,
professional communication that reflects the importance of the purchase and builds confidence in the process.
Conclusion:
Mendelow's Power-Interest Matrix provides a structured way to classify stakeholders. By adapting communication to each category
- managing key players, keeping others satisfied or informed - the Procurement Function ensures effective stakeholder engagement,
minimises resistance, and gains approval for high-value purchases.

NEW QUESTION # 31
......
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