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Construction Specifications Institute Construction Documents Technologist
Sample Questions (Q61-Q66):

NEW QUESTION # 61
Which of the following should be avoided when specifying warranties?

A. Requiring or permitting a warranty that strengthens the owner's rights

B. Requiring minimum warranty coverage available for a particular product

C. Relying on a warranty as a substitute for thorough investigation of a product and its manufacturer

D. Including language to require warranties extending beyond the contractor's one-year correction period

Answer: C

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation From Exact Extract (CSI-based)

In CSI practice (as reflected in the CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide and CDT study materials), warranties are treated
as supplemental protection for the owner, not as a primary quality-control method. CSI emphasizes that the specifier should carefully
research products, manufacturers, and performance history, and that the specifications should clearly define the required quality,
performance criteria, and execution. A warranty cannot compensate for poor product selection or incomplete specification of
performance and quality.

Because of this, relying on a warranty as a substitute for thorough investigation of a product and its manufacturer (Option D) is
specifically contrary to CSI guidance. CSI's approach is:

* First: proper investigation and evaluation of the product and manufacturer (technical suitability, history, service, financial stability).
* Second: clear, enforceable specifications stating performance and quality requirements.

* Third: warranties as an additional contractual obligation, not a replacement for the first two.

That is exactly what Option D fails to do, so it is the practice that should be avoided.

Why the other options are acceptable in CSI terms:

* Option A - Requiring or permitting a warranty that strengthens the owner's rightsCSI allows and often encourages warranties that
provide greater protection than the default legal warranties, so long as they are realistic, coordinated with the contractor and
manufacturer, and enforceable. Strengthening the owner's rights through clear warranty language is consistent with CSI's
recommended practice, not something to avoid.

* Option B - Requiring mnimum warranty coverage available for a particular productlt is normal in CSI-style specifications to state
a minimum warranty duration or coverage (for example, "not less than 5 years" for roofing). This sets a clear baseline of expectations
and is fully compatible with CSI guidance, provided it matches industry practice and project needs.

* Option C - Including language to require warranties extending beyond the contractor's one-year correction periodCSI explicitly
distinguishes between the contractor’s correction period (often one year, as described in the General Conditions) and longer
manufacturer warranties (e.g., 5, 10, or 20 years). It is routine and appropriate for specifications to require manufacturer warranties
that extend beyond the one-year correction period, especially for major building envelope or equipment systemns.

CSI materials show these longer warranties as normal practice, not something to avoid.

So, under CSI's Construction Specifications Practice and CDT body of knowledge, the clearly incorrect-and therefore "to be
avoided'-practice is Option D: counting on a warranty instead of doing the proper technical due diligence and specifying
performance and quality requirements.

CSI reference concepts:

* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - chapters on warranties and product selection (discussing warranties as
supplemental protection, not a substitute for proper specifying).

* CSI CDT Study Materials - sections on Division 01, product selection, and quality assurance/quality control versus warranties.

NEW QUESTION # 62
Which of'the following is a component of the contract documents?

e A. Shop drawings
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¢ B. Procurement requirements
¢ (. Addenda
¢ D. Resource drawings

Answer: C

Explanation:

CSI defines the contract documents as the docurments that form the legally binding contract between the owner and the contractor.
These typically include:

* Agreement (contract form)

* Conditions of the Contract (General and Supplementary)

* Drawings

* Specifications

* Addenda (issued before contract execution, modifying bidding documents)

* Modifications (issued after execution - change orders, CCDs, etc.)

Thus, addenda, once issued prior to contract signing, become a binding part of the contract documents.

Why others are incorrect:

* A. Procurement requirenents - These include instructions to bidders, bid forns, and similar pre- contract information; once the
contract is executed, they are not part of the contract documents.

* B. Resource drawings - Background reference materials only; not contractually binding,

* C. Shop drawings - Prepared by the contractor/subcontractors for review and coordination; not part of the contract docurments,
even after A/E review.

CSI Reference:

CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide, "Procurement and Contracting”; Construction Specifications Practice Guide, "Definition of
Contract Documents."

NEW QUESTION # 63
Which of the following statements best describes stakeholder and participant interest in a project?

A. Participants have direct interest in the project while stakeholders have indirect interest
B. Stakeholders have direct interest in the project while participants have indirect interest
C. Both stakeholders and participants have direct interest in the project

D. Both stakeholders and participants have indirect interest in the project

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation From Exact Extract (CSI-aligned, paraphrased) In CSI/CDT terminology, there is an
important distinction between participants and stakeholders in a project:

* Project participants are those who are formally part of the project delivery process, typically through a contractual or professional
role. Exanples: the owner, architect/engineer, contractor, and sometimes construction manager, commissioning authority, or key
consultants. They:

* Have direct responsibilities for planning, designing, constructing, administering, or managing the facility.

* Are directly affected by project decisions and outcomes under the contracts and agreements.

* Stakeholders are a broader group of parties who have an interest in the project, but many of them are not directly involved in
performing the work or administering the contract. Exanmples include:

* Users/occupants

* Neighbors and surrounding commumnity

* Authorities having jurisdiction (from a public-interest standpoint)

* Facility management staff, mvestors, or the general public

Their interest is often indirect-they are affected by the project's performance, appearance, safety, cost, or impact, but they are not all
active participants in day-to-day project execution or contract administration.

Because of this CSI distinction:

* Participants # direct interests (active roles)

* Stakeholders # often indirect interests (affected by, but not always performng, the work) That matches Option A: Participants
have direct interest in the project while stakeholders have indirect interest.

Key CSI-Related References (titles only, no links):

* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - discussions of project participants vs. stakeholders and their roles throughout the facility life
cycle.

* CSI CDT Exam Study Materials - sections defining owner, design professional, contractor as participants, and users/community



as stakeholders.

NEW QUESTION # 64

‘When preparing their bid, a contractor organizes their costs into different categories. The following items are examples of which type
of cost?

* Permits and inspections

* Mobilization and startup

* Jobsite safety and security procedures, including personnel

* Admmistrative costs attributable to the work

A. Contingency
B. Insurance

C. Construction
D. Overhead

Answer: D

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation From Exact Extract (CSI-based)

CSTI's estimating and bidding guidance divides project costs mto:

* Direct (construction) costs - labor, materials, equipment directly incorporated into the work.

* Indirect costs / Overhead - project overhead (jobsite-specific) and home-office overhead.

* Contingencies and profit.

The items listed in the question are classic examples of project (jobsite) overhead costs:

* Permits and inspections - required to enable the work but not physically part of the building.

* Mobilization and startup - moving equipment, setting up trailers, temporary utilities.

* Jobsite safety and security procedures - safety staff, fencing, lighting, etc.

* Administrative costs attributable to the work - site management staff, office supplies, communications.

These are necessary to execute the project but are not directly installed in the construction work, so they are categorized as
overhead, making Option C correct.

Why others are incorrect:

* A. Construction - refers to direct, installed work (concrete, steel, finishes, etc.), not these support finctions.

* B. Contingency - covers unknowns and risks; it is separate from known overhead items.

* D. Insurance - is a specific cost category (builder’s risk, liability, etc.), distinct from the listed overhead activities, even though it
may sometimes be grouped in "General Conditions" in a detailed estimate.

Relevant CSI references:

* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - chapters on cost planning and estimating,

* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - sections on types of project costs (direct, indirect/overhead, contingency, profit).

NEW QUESTION # 65
To obtain progress payments, the contractor must submit an application for payment itemized in accordance with what?

A. The subcontractor's invoices
B. The schedule of values

C. The percentage of completion
D. The construction schedule

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 66
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