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Linux Foundation CNPA Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Continuous Delivery & Platform Engineering: This section measures the skills of Supplier Management
Consultants and focuses on continuous integration pipelines, the fundamentals of the CI
CD relationship, and GitOps basics. It also includes knowledge of workflows, incident response in
platform engineering, and applying GitOps for application environments.
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Topic 2

Platform Engineering Core Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier
Management Consultants and covers essential foundations such as declarative resource management,
DevOps practices, application environments, platform architecture, and the core goals of platform
engineering. It also includes continuous integration fundamentals, delivery approaches, and GitOps
principles.

Topic 3

IDPs and Developer Experience: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier Management
Consultants and focuses on improving developer experience. It covers simplified access to platform
capabilities, API-driven service catalogs, developer portals for platform adoption, and the role of AI
ML in platform automation.

Topic 4

Platform APIs and Provisioning Infrastructure: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement Specialists on
the use of Kubernetes reconciliation loops, APIs for self-service platforms, and infrastructure provisioning
with Kubernetes. It also assesses knowledge of the Kubernetes operator pattern for integration and
platform scalability.
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Linux Foundation Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate
Sample Questions (Q45-Q50):
NEW QUESTION # 45 
Which CI/CD tool is specifically designed as a continuous delivery platform for Kubernetes that follows GitOps principles?

A. Jenkins
B. CircleCI
C. Argo CD
D. TravisCI

Answer: C

Explanation:
Argo CD is a GitOps-native continuous delivery tool specifically designed for Kubernetes. Option B is correct because Argo CD
continuously monitors Git repositories for desired application state and reconciles Kubernetes clusters accordingly. It is declarative,
Kubernetes-native, and aligned with GitOps principles, making it a key tool in platform engineering.
Option A (TravisCI) and Option C (CircleCI) are CI/CD systems but not Kubernetes-native or GitOps-driven.
Option D (Jenkins) is a widely used CI/CD tool but operates primarily in a push-based model unless extended with plugins, and is
not purpose-built for GitOps.
Argo CD provides automated deployments, drift detection, rollback, and auditability-features central to GitOps workflows. It
simplifies multi-cluster management, enforces compliance, and reduces manual intervention, making it a leading choice in
Kubernetes-based platform engineering.
References:- CNCF GitOps Principles- Argo CD CNCF Project Documentation- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 46 
In a cloud native environment, which factor most critically influences the need for customized CI pipeline configurations across
different application types?
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A. The technical differences in build tools, testing frameworks, and artifact formats across programming languages.
B. The requirement to visually distinguish between different application pipelines in monitoring dashboards.
C. The need to accommodate varying team sizes and developer expertise levels within the organization.
D. The organizational practice of assigning unique pipeline configurations based on application priority levels.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The biggest driver for customizing CI pipeline configurations across application types is technical differences between programming
languages, frameworks, and artifact formats. Option B is correct because applications written in Java, Python, Go, or Node.js
require different build tools (e.g., Maven, pip, go build, npm), testing frameworks, and packaging mechanisms. These differences
must be reflected in the CI pipeline to ensure successful builds, tests, and artifact generation.
Option A (priority-based pipelines) is more of an organizational practice, not a technical necessity. Option C (team sizes and
expertise) may influence usability but does not drive pipeline configuration. Option D (visual distinction) relates to dashboards and
observability, not pipeline functionality.
Platform engineers often provide pipeline templates or abstractions that encapsulate these differences while standardizing security
and compliance checks. This balances customization with consistency, enabling developers to use pipelines suited to their technology
stack without fragmenting governance.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Continuous Delivery Foundation Guidance- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 47 
In what way does an internal platform impact developers' cognitive load?

A. It increases cognitive load by requiring knowledge of all the underlying tools involved.
B. It has no impact on the mental effort required from developers, ensuring their cognitive load remains unchanged.
C. It reduces cognitive load by hiding complex infrastructure details and providing simple interfaces.
D. It shifts all operational complexity onto developers, making them fully responsible for managing the process.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The primary role of an Internal Developer Platform (IDP) is to reduce cognitive load for developers by abstracting away
infrastructure complexity and providing simple, self-service interfaces. Option B is correct because platforms deliver curated golden
paths, service catalogs, and APIs that allow developers to focus on application logic instead of learning every underlying
infrastructure tool.
Option A is incorrect-platforms are specifically designed to reduce mental overhead. Option C contradicts the platform engineering
principle of shifting complexity away from developers. Option D also misrepresents the intent of platforms, which aim to unify and
simplify rather than complicate.
By lowering cognitive load, platforms improve productivity, enable faster onboarding, and reduce the likelihood of errors. This aligns
with the "platform as a product" model, where developers are treated as customers and the platform is designed to optimize their
experience.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Team Topologies (Cognitive Load Principle)- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 48 
As a Cloud Native Platform Associate, which of the following is the best example of a self-service use case that should be
implemented within a cloud platform?

A. An internal wiki for documenting best practices in cloud usage.
B. An automated resource provisioning system to spin up environments on demand.
C. A centralized dashboard for monitoring application performance.
D. A manual request process for acquiring additional storage resources.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Self-service capabilities are a cornerstone of platform engineering, enabling developers to move quickly while reducing dependency
on platform teams. Option C is correct because an automated resource provisioning system allows developers to spin up sandbox or



test environments on demand, supporting experimentation and rapid iteration. This aligns with the principle of treating platforms as
products, focusing on developer experience and productivity.
Option A (manual request process) creates bottlenecks and is the opposite of self-service. Option B (documentation) is helpful but
does not enable automation or self-service. Option D (centralized monitoring) improves observability but is not a self-service
capability by itself.
By implementing automated provisioning, developers gain autonomy while platform teams maintain governance through abstractions,
golden paths, and policy enforcement. This fosters agility, consistency, and scalability, improving both developer experience and
organizational efficiency.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 49 
Which tool is commonly used to automate environment provisioning?

A. Prometheus
B. OpenTofu
C. Kubernetes
D. Docker

Answer: B

Explanation:
OpenTofu (the open-source fork of Terraform) is one of the most widely used tools for automating environment provisioning. Option
D is correct because OpenTofu allows teams to define infrastructure as code, supporting multiple cloud providers and services. It
enables declarative, reusable, and version- controlled provisioning workflows, ensuring consistency across environments.
Option A (Kubernetes) orchestrates containers and workloads but does not provision infrastructure outside its cluster scope. Option
B (Prometheus) is an observability tool, not an IaC tool. Option C (Docker) manages containers but does not provision full
environments or infrastructure.
By using tools like OpenTofu/Terraform, platform engineers ensure scalable, repeatable environment provisioning integrated into
CI/CD or GitOps workflows. This aligns with platform engineering's goals of reducing toil and enabling self-service with compliance.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Infrastructure as Code Best Practices- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide
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