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HashiCorp Terraform-Associate-004 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Terraform fundamentals: This domain addresses installing and managing provider plugins, understanding
Terraform's provider architecture, and how Terraform tracks infrastructure state.

Topic 2
Terraform state management: This domain focuses on managing Terraform's state file, understanding local
and remote backends, implementing state locking, and handling resource drift.

Topic 3
Terraform modules: This domain explains organizing and reusing code through modules, understanding
variable scope between modules, implementing modules in configurations, and managing module versions.

Topic 4
Core Terraform workflow: This domain focuses on the essential workflow steps: initializing directories,
validating configurations, generating execution plans, applying changes, destroying infrastructure, and
formatting code.
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Topic 5
Infrastructure as Code (IaC) with Terraform: This domain covers the foundational concept of Infrastructure
as Code and how Terraform enables managing resources across multiple cloud providers and services
through a unified workflow.
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Currently more and more IT companies think highly of HashiCorp certifications, IT workers are willing to clear exams (Terraform-
Associate-004 valid practice exam online) and get certifications in order to improve their competitive power and obtain better
opportunities. If you are ready to prepare for test questions and answers by PDF file or soft test engine in order to master better
knowledge and skills, Terraform-Associate-004 valid practice exam online will be a nice choice.

HashiCorp Certified: Terraform Associate (004) (HCTA0-004) Sample
Questions (Q96-Q101):
NEW QUESTION # 96 
When using Terraform to deploy resources into Azure, which scenarios are true regarding state files? (Choose two.)

A. Changing resources via the Azure Cloud Console records the change in the current state file
B. When you change a Terraform-managed resource via the Azure Cloud Console, Terraform updates the state file to reflect
the change during the next plan or apply
C. When you change a resource via the Azure Cloud Console, Terraform records the changes in a new state file
D. Changing resources via the Azure Cloud Console does not update current state file

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
Terraform state is a representation of the infrastructure that Terraform manages. Terraform uses state to track the current status of
the resources it creates and to plan future changes. However, Terraform state is not aware of any changes made to the resources
outside of Terraform, such as through the Azure Cloud Console, the Azure CLI, or the Azure API. Therefore, changing resources
via the Azure Cloud Console does not update the current state file, and it may cause inconsistencies or conflicts with Terraform's
desired configuration. To avoid this, it is recommended to manage resources exclusively through Terraform or to use the terraform
import command to bring existing resources under Terraform's control.
When you change a Terraform-managed resource via the Azure Cloud Console, Terraform does not immediately update the state
file to reflect the change. However, the next time you run terraform plan or terraform apply, Terraform will compare the state file
with the actual state of the resources in Azure and detect any drifts or differences. Terraform will then update the state file to match
the current state of the resources and show you the proposed changes in the execution plan. Depending on the configuration and the
change, Terraform may try to undo the change, modify the resource further, or recreate the resource entirely. To avoid unexpected
or destructive changes, it is recommended to review the execution plan carefully before applying it or to use the terraform refresh
command to update the state file without applying any changes.
Reference = Purpose of Terraform State, Terraform State, Managing State, Importing Infrastructure, [Command: plan], [Command:
apply], [Command: refresh]

NEW QUESTION # 97 
Which is a benefit of the Terraform state file?

A. A state file can schedule recurring infrastructure tasks.
B. A state file is a source of truth for resources provisioned with Terraform.
C. A state file is the desired state expressed by the Terraform code files.
D. A state file is a source of truth for resources provisioned with a public cloud console.

Answer: B

Explanation:
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Rationale for Correct Answer: Terraform state is Terraform's record of what it manages: it maps resource addresses in configuration
to real-world resource IDs and stores metadata needed to plan changes. That makes it a source of truth for resources Terraform is
managing, enabling accurate diffs, updates, and deletes.
Analysis of Incorrect Options (Distractors):
A: Incorrect-Terraform state does not schedule jobs; that's the role of external schedulers/automation tools.
B: Incorrect-the desired state is expressed in .tf configuration, not in the state file. State reflects the current known state of managed
infrastructure.
D: Incorrect-resources created manually in a cloud console are not automatically in Terraform state unless they are
imported/adopted.
Key Concept: Purpose of Terraform state: resource mapping, metadata, and planning accuracy.
Reference: Terraform Objectives - Implement and Maintain State; Navigate Terraform State and Backends.

NEW QUESTION # 98 
If a module declares a variable without a default value, you must pass the value of the variable within the module block when you call
the module in your configuration.

A. True
B. False

Answer: A

Explanation:
Rationale for Correct Answer (True):
Variables without defaults are required inputs. If the calling module doesn't supply a value, Terraform will fail with an error at plan
time.
Analysis of Incorrect Option:
False: Incorrect, because Terraform does not assume defaults when none are provided.
Key Concept:
Terraform modules enforce required vs. optional variables depending on whether a default is set.
Reference:Terraform Exam Objective - Interact with Terraform Modules.

NEW QUESTION # 99 
Infrastructure as Code (laC) can be stored in a version control system along with application code.

A. True
B. False

Answer: A

Explanation:
Infrastructure as Code (IaC) can indeed be stored in a version control system along with application code.
This practice is a fundamental principle of modern infrastructure management, allowing teams to apply software development
practices like versioning, peer review, and CI/CD to infrastructure management.
Storing IaC configurations in version control facilitates collaboration, history tracking, and change management.References = While
this concept is a foundational aspect of IaC and is widely accepted in the industry, direct references from the HashiCorp Terraform
Associate (003) study materials were not found in the provided files. However, this practice is encouraged in Terraform's best
practices and various HashiCorp learning resources.

NEW QUESTION # 100 
Which task does terraform init not perform?

A. Discovers any remote modules and downloads them.
B. Discovers all providers used in the configuration and downloads them.
C. Validates that values are set for all required input variables.
D. Connects to the configured backend.

Answer: C



Explanation:
Rationale for Correct Answer: terraform init initializes the working directory: it sets up the backend, downloads providers, and
installs modules. It does not validate that required input variables have values-that check occurs when running commands that
evaluate the configuration (typically plan/apply), and terraform validate checks configuration structure, not whether you supplied
runtime variable values.
Analysis of Incorrect Options (Distractors):
A: Yes-init installs required providers.
C: Yes-init initializes and configures the backend.
D: Yes-init retrieves and installs modules referenced by module blocks.
Key Concept: What terraform init does vs what happens at plan/apply time.
Reference: Terraform Objectives - Understand Terraform Basics and CLI (init responsibilities and workflow).

NEW QUESTION # 101
......
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