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EE#59
Which of the following parts of Medicare pays 80% of durable medical equipment such as wheelchairs and walkers?

A. Medicare does not pay for durable medical equipment.
B. Part A
C.PartB
D. Part D

HE: C

dE:

The correct answer to the question of which part of Medicare pays 80% of durable medical equipment, such as wheelchairs and
walkers, is Part B.

Medicare Part B is primarily responsible for covering outpatient medical services. This includes not only doctor visits and outpatient
hospital services but also extends to cover necessary medical equipment. Durable medical equipment (DME) is classified under
these provisions.

Medicare Part B's coverage of DME is designed to assist patients who require medical aids to perform daily activities or to manage
their medical conditions. This category of equipment includes itenns like wheelchairs, walkers, hospital beds, and other medically
necessary equipment that can be used in the home. It's important that the equipment must be prescribed by a doctor and deemed
medically necessary for it to qualify under Part B.

Under Medicare Part B, once the deductible is met, Medicare typically pays for 80% of the approved amount for the durable
medical equipment. The beneficiary is responsible for the remamning 20%. This cost-sharing measure ensures that the equipment is
both accessible and affordable for those who need it.

It is crucial for beneficiaries to understand that not all equipment may be covered or may only be partially covered depending on
specific Medicare rules. Additionally, the supplier of the equipment must be enrolled in Medicare and must meet strict standards to
ensure that they are providing quality equipment and services.

In contrast, Medicare Part A covers inpatient hospital stays, care in a skilled nursing facility, hospice care, and some home health
care, but it does not typically cover durable medical equipment. Part D of Medicare covers prescription drugs and certain supplies
that are not covered under Part B, but it does not cover durable medical equipment either.

Therefore, when it comes to durable medical equipment like wheelchairs and walkers, Medicare Part B is the appropriate part under
which these items are covered, generally paying 80% of the costs associated with the equipment.

EE2 #60
You have a patient whose symptoms indicate esophageal cancer. You understand that which of the following is most likely to be
used to confirm this diagnosis?

A. PET scan

B. tracheostomy and biopsy
C. endoscopy and biopsy
D. CT scan

He. C

MY

When a patient presents with symptoms that suggest esophageal cancer, establishing an accurate diagnosis is crucial for appropriate
management and treatment planning, Among the diagnostic options available, endoscopy combined with biopsy is the most reliable
method to confirm the presence of esophageal cancer.

Endoscopy is a procedure that mvolves inserting a flexible tube equipped with a light and camera (endoscope) into the esophagus.
This allows the physician to visually inspect the inner surfaces of the esophagus for any abnormalities such as ulcers, abnormal
growths, or areas of irritation. During this procedure, if any suspicious areas are identified, a biopsy can be performed. A biopsy
mvolves taking small samples of tissue from the esophagus, which are then sent to a pathology lab for microscopic examination. The
pathologist assesses the tissue samples to determine the presence of cancer cells, thus confirming the diagnosis of esophageal cancer.
While endoscopy with biopsy is essential for diagnosis, other imaging tests like CT (Computed Tomography) scans and PET
(Positron Emission Tomography) scans are also valuable but serve a different purpose. These imaging modalities are primarily used
after a diagnosis has been confirmed via biopsy. They help in staging the cancer by showing how far the cancer has spread within
and beyond the esophagus. This includes assessing whether the cancer has invaded nearby tissues, Iymph nodes, or other organs,
which is critical for determining the most appropriate treatment strategy.



Therefore, although CT and PET scans are important in the overall management of esophageal cancer, they do not replace the need
for an endoscopy and biopsy in nitially confirming the diagnosis. The combination of endoscopy and biopsy remains the gold
standard for diagnosing esophageal cancer because it provides direct visual and histological evidence of the disease.

EE #61
Of'the following, which is NOT a Topical Antifingal that can be used to help treat skin rashes?

A. Ketoconazole 2%.
B. Griseofulvin.

C. Butenafine HCI 1%.
D. Tolnaftate 1%.

HE: B

Y.

The question asks which of'the listed medications is NOT a topical antifingal used to treat skin rashes. The options provided are
Tolnaftate 1%, Griseofulvin, Butenafine HCI 1%, and Ketoconazole 2%. To answer the question, it is important to understand the
difference between topical and systemic antifingal medications.

Topical antifungals are applied directly to the skin to treat localized fngal infections. They are typically used for conditions like
athlete's foot, jock itch, and ringworm. Tolnaftate 1%, Butenafine HCI 1%, and Ketoconazole 2% all fall into this category.
Tolnaftate is known for its efficacy in treating athlete's foot and other similar conditions. Butenafine HCI is another topical agent
effective against various dermatophytes and yeasts. Ketoconazole is a broad-spectrum antifiingal that can be used topically for
conditions like seborrheic dermatitis and more localized fimgal infections.

On the other hand, Griseofulvin is a systemic antifingal. Unlike the topical treatments, systemic antifingals are taken orally and work
from within the body to combat fngal infections. Griseofulvin is absorbed from the gut and then distributed via the bloodstream to
fingal-infected areas of the skin, hair, and nails. It is typically used to treat more widespread or severe fimgal infections that do not
respond adequately to topical treatments.

Therefore, the correct answer to the question is Griseofulvin. It is not a topical antifngal but a systemic one, used for different types
and severities of fngal infections compared to the topical options listed.

EE #62
You would tell a person who has acne rosacea to do which of the following?

A. avoid cold beverages

B. keep exposure to sun and wind to a minimum
C. take niacin supplements

D. eat highly spice food

e B

=R

Acne rosacea is a chronic skin condition characterized by redness, pimples, and visible blood vessels, primarily on the face.
Managing rosacea typically mvolves identifying and avoiding triggers that exacerbate the condition.

Among the options provided, advising a person with acne rosacea to "keep exposure to sun and wind to a minimum'" is the correct
and most appropriate advice. This recommendation is based on the fact that both sun and wind can be significant triggers for rosacea
flare-ups. Ultraviolet (UV) rays from the sun can increase inflammation and redness in the sensitive skin of rosacea patients.
Similarly, wind can dry out the skin and lead to rritation and redness. By minimizing exposure to these elements, individuals with
rosacea can potentially reduce the severity and frequency of their symptons.

The other options listed, such as avoiding cold beverages and taking niacin supplements, do not directly relate to managing rosacea.
Cold beverages have not been shown to significantly affect rosacea, and niacin, also known as vitamin B3, can actually exacerbate
rosacea symptoms. Niacin can cause facial flushing, which can worsen rosacea synmptoms. Highly spicy foods are also known to
trigger rosacea flare-ups due to their potential to increase facial flushing,

Therefore, when advising someone with acne rosacea, it is crucial to highlight the importance of protecting the skin fiom sun and
wind. Recommendations might include wearing broad-spectrum sunscreen, using physical barriers like hats and scarves, and seeking
shade whenever possible. These simple precautions can make a significant difference in the management of rosacea.

HEE #63



Which of'the following types of hearing loss results from deterioration of the cochlea?

A. auditory neuropathy spectrum disorder
B. conductive hearing loss

C. all of the above

D. sensorineural hearing loss

HE: D

Y.

The correct answer to the question about which type of hearing loss results from the deterioration of the cochlea is sensorineural
hearing loss. This type of hearing loss primarily affects the inner ear or the neural pathways to the brain. The cochlea, which is a
spiral-shaped organ in the inner ear, plays a critical role in the process of hearing by converting sound waves into electrical signals
that the brain can interpret.

Sensorineural hearing loss occurs when there is damage to the hair cells in the cochlea or to the auditory nerve that carries these
signals to the brain. The hair cells in the cochlea can be damaged due to various factors, including aging, exposure to loud noise,
certain medications that are toxic to auditory cells (ototoxicity), and genetic predispositions. This damage is typically irreversible and
results in permanent hearing loss.

The hair cells act as sensory receptors and are located within the organ of Corti, which is situated on the basilar membrane inside the
cochlea. These cells are vital for detecting sound vibrations and converting them into neural signals. When these hair cells are
damaged or lost, the ability to detect sound is significantly reduced, leading to sensorineural hearing impairment.

Unlike conductive hearing loss, which is caused by obstructions or malfinctions in the outer or middle ear that prevent sounds from
being carried to the inner ear, sensorineural hearing loss is rooted in the nner ear or the neural connections to the brain. Conductive
hearing issues can often be medically or surgically treated, whereas sensorineural losses usually require management through hearing
aids or cochlear implants.

In summary, sensorineural hearing loss is directly linked to the deterioration of the cochlea, particularly the damage to the hair cells or
the neural pathways associated with the organ of Corti. It is a common type of hearing loss that can result froma variety of causes
including noise trauma, aging, and exposure to ototoxic substances.
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