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Some practice materials keep droning on the useless points of knowledge. In contrast, being venerated for high quality and accuracy
rate, our L4M1 training quiz received high reputation for their efficiency and accuracy rate originating from your interests, and the
whole review process may cushier than you have imagined before. Numerous of our loyal customers wrote to us to praise that the
L4M1 Exam Questions are the same with the real exam questions and they passed L4M1 exam with ease.

CIPS Scope and Influence of Procurement and Supply Sample Questions
(Q26-Q31):
NEW QUESTION # 26 
Industry Sectors can be classified as Primary, Secondary and Tertiary. What is meant by an 'industry sector'?
Describe the main characteristics of and types of business you will find in these. (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
How to approach this question
- The first question can be a simple introduction with a bit of extra detail. The main 'meat' to your essay is going to be explaining the
three sectors, their characteristics and example businesses.
- Aim for three well explained characteristics as a minimum
Example essay
An industry sector refers to a broad category or grouping of businesses and economic activities that share similar characteristics and
functions in the production and distribution of goods and services. These sectors are often classified into three main categories:
Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary. Here are the main characteristics and types of businesses you will find in each of these industry
sectors:
1.Primary Sector:
*Characteristics: The primary sector involves activities related to the extraction and production of raw materials and natural
resources directly from the environment. This sector relies on nature and weather patterns: businesses in the primary sector are highly
dependent on natural factors such as climate, weather, soil quality, and geographic location. These factors can significantly impact the
productivity and profitability of primary sector activities. Extreme weather such as floods can severely impact this sector. Moreover
there is a seasonality to this sector and many activities in the primary sector require a significant amount of manual labour, particularly
in agriculture, fishing, and forestry. However, modern technology has also been integrated into some primary sector activities to
increase efficiency.
*Types of Businesses: a. Agriculture: This includes farming, crop cultivation, livestock raising, and forestry. b.
Mining and Extraction. c. Fishing and Aquaculture: Forestry and Logging: Includes the harvesting of timber and related activities.
2.Secondary Sector:
*Characteristic: The secondary sector focuses on the transformation of raw materials and intermediate goods into finished products.
The main characteristic of the sector is that it requires high levels of machinery and industrial techniques. There is a reliance on
technology. Secondly, the secondary sector adds significant value to the products compared to their raw material form. This value
addition is achieved through processing, assembly, and quality control processes. The third main characteristic is standardisation:
Manufacturing processes often involve standardization of components and processes to ensure consistency and quality in the final
products. Standardization helps in economies of scale.
*Types of Businesses: a. Manufacturing: This sector includes factories and plants that produce tangible goods such as automobiles,
electronics, textiles, and machinery. b. Construction: Involves the building and construction of structures like buildings, bridges, and
infrastructure. c. Utilities: Companies providing essential services like electricity, gas, and water supply fall into this category.
3.Tertiary Sector:
*Characteristic: The tertiary sector is also known as the service sector and involves businesses that offer various services to
consumers and other businesses. The main defining characteristic of this sector is Intangibility: Services are intangible and cannot be
touched or held. They are often experienced directly by consumers through interactions with service providers or through the use of
technology. Secondly, High Human Involvement: The tertiary sector relies heavily on a skilled and often highly educated workforce
to deliver services effectively. This can include professionals such as doctors, lawyers, teachers, and customer service
representatives. Lastly, Customization: Many services are customized to meet the specific needs and preferences of individual clients
or customers. This personalization is a key characteristic of the tertiary sector.
For example Legal Advice will always be different depending on the specific needs of the client.
*Types of Businesses: a. Retail and Wholesale: Businesses engaged in the sale of goods to consumers or to other businesses. b.
Healthcare and Education: This includes hospitals, clinics, schools, colleges, and universities. c. Financial Services: Banks, insurance
companies, and investment firms are part of this sector. d.
Hospitality and Tourism: Hotels, restaurants, travel agencies, and entertainment venues fall into this category.
e. Professional Services: Legal, accounting, consulting, and IT services are part of the tertiary sector.
These industry sectors represent the different stages of economic activity, with the primary sector providing raw materials, the
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secondary sector processing and manufacturinggoods, and the tertiary sector offering services and distribution. Together, these
sectors form the backbone of an economy, contributing to its growth and development Tutor Notes
- I've gone overboard on naming the types of organisation in the different sectors. You don't have to remember all of these. 3
examples is sufficient to get good marks. I've just named them all so you can see what could be considered a right answer.
- Some people are talking about Quaternary and Quinary Sectors. CIPS is not one of those people, so don't worry if you come
across those terms in any further reading. But FYI
1.
*Quaternary Sector: This sector involves knowledge-based activities, including research and development, information technology,
and data analysis.
*Quinary Sector: The quinary sector comprises high-level decision-making and leadership roles in areas such as government,
academia, healthcare, and top-level corporate management.
- LO 4.1 p.196

NEW QUESTION # 27 
Explain, with examples, the advantages of a Procurement Department using electronic systems (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
- Mention of some of the following benefits with at least one example provided against each; cost savings, time savings, more
efficient, higher levels of transparency, easier to access historical records to inform upon decision making, mitigates risks such as
fraudulent spending, easier to track spend against budgets, ensures compliance with regulations, provides 'real-time' information,
paperless communications (so more environmentally friendly), assists in Supply Chain Management and integration with supply
partners.
- I'd suggest 5 is a good amount to aim for
Example Essay
Procurement stands to gain numerous benefits from the adoption of electronic systems. These electronic tools and systems bring
efficiency, accuracy, transparency, and cost-effectiveness to the procurement process. Here are several compelling reasons why
procurement should leverage electronic systems:
Cost savings - the use of electronic tools saves organisations money. Although there is an initial cost outlay, over time the systems
will save the organisation money. For example the use of e-procurement tools can save money by accessing a wider pool of
suppliers. For example, when using an e-sourcing portal, a tender may reach a larger number of suppliers- this makes the tender
more competitive thus driving down prices.
Compared to traditional methods such as phoning suppliers for prices, the use of electronic portals encourages suppliers to 'sharpen
their pencils' and provide the best prices in order to win work. Money is also saved as communication is digital (so there is no costs
for paper and postage).
Time savings - electronic tools automate a lot of processes which saves time. An example of this is e- requisitioning tools where
orders can be placed automatically by a piece oftechnology when quantities of a material reach a certain level. For example, in a
cake manufacturing organisation they may use an MRP system which calculates how many eggs are required per day. The machine
knows that when the company only have 50 eggs left, a new order needs to be issued to the supplier. The MRP system (e-
requisitioning system) therefore saves time as the Procurement department doesn't have to manually pick up the phone to place the
order with the supplier- it is done automatically.
Access to higher levels of information - e-Procurement gives you centralised access to all your data. You can access the system to
look at historical purchases with ease compared to having to dig through folders and filing cabinets. For example, an electronic PO
system will hold details of all historical POs, this means if someone has a question about a PO that was raised 4 months ago, finding
the information is much easier and quicker. Some systems may also be able to provide analytical data such as changes to spend over
time, or which suppliers a buyer spends the most money with. This higher level of information can help inform upon future decision
making. For example, if the organisation wishes to consolidate its supplier base it would look through historical data provided by the
electronic system to find out which suppliers are used the least and remove these from the 'pre-approved supplier list'. This level of
data might not be available in manual systems.
Better budget tracking - using electronic systems allows for real-time information to be collected which allows Procurement
Managers to see where spend is compared to forecasts and budgets. An example of this is in the use of Pre-Payment Cards - rather
than giving staff members petty cash to make transactions and having to chase this up and collect receipts and change, a pre-
payment card usually comes with an online portal where a manager can see what has been purchased and the remaining budget on
that card for the month.
A manager may be able to see for example that a member of staff has spend £300 of their allotted £500 monthly allowance.
Higher levels of transparency and control - using E-procurement tools allows an organisation to track who is ordering what. For



example, an e-requisitioning tool may allow Procurement Assistants to make purchases up to £500 but set an automatic escalation if
they try to buy something of higher value. This allows for Management to have greater levels of visibility and more control over
spending. Another example of transparency and control is in the use of e-sourcing tools to run a competitive tender exercise. All
communication between the buyer and suppliers is tracked on the system and award letters can be sent via the system too. This
reduces the risk of information being lost.
Environmental benefits- the use of e-procurement tools means that there is less paperwork involved. For example, rather than
creating a physical PO which needs to be signed by a manager, an electronic system can allow a manager to sign-off the purchase by
clicking a button. This means there is no requirement for the document to be printed. This saves paper and thus has a positive on the
environment. Using electronic systems may help an organisation achieve their environmental targets.
In conclusion there are numerous benefits for procurement to adopt e-procurement tools. Depending on the sector and requirements
of each individualised company, some advantages may be more pertinent than others, but it is undeniable that technology is helping
to shape the industry into a value adding function of organisations.
Tutor Notes
- With an essay like this you could use subheadings and number the advantages if you like. It's a good idea to do one advantage per
paragraph and using formatting really helps the examiner to read your essay.
- study guide p.108

NEW QUESTION # 28 
Sarah is thinking of setting up a charity in the UK which will look after animals that have been abandoned.
What regulations and governing bodies should Sarah be aware of when setting up her charity? (25 Points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
How to approach this question
- Your essay should mention at least one regulation and one governing body particular to the charity section and I would recommend
these be the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities Commission.
- If you don't know a lot about the sector you can bring up more generalised regulations and governing bodies, such as financial
conduct and the Equalities Act, but make sure it's relevant to Sarah. Her charity is a small, local one, so things like Modern Slavery
Act will not be appropriate to talk about.
Example Essay
When setting up a charity in the UK, particularly one focused on animal welfare, there are several regulations and governing bodies
that Sarah should be aware of. These ensure that the charity operates legally, ethically, and effectively.
A charity's purpose involves raising awareness and helping someone or something, in Sarah's case this will be local animals and
potentially their owners. A charity has to satisfy two aspects: The benefit aspect and The public aspect. In the UK, both aspects are
regulated by the Charities Act 2011.
To satisfy a benefit aspect, a charity must: have a purpose that must be beneficial to the community it works in
- this must be in a way that is identifiable and capable of beingproved by evidence. For Sarah this would be showing that her charity
helps animals, potentially by taking them in off the street or removing them from dangerous homes and caring for them.
To satisfy a public aspect, a charity must benefit the public in general, or a sufficient section of the public. In Sarah's case the public
benefit may be in removing stray dogs and cats from the streets where they can transport diseases and potentially attack people.
Most charities strive to satisfy both aspects but in some cases this is not possible.
All charities are regulated. Because charities are funded by donations from the public, businesses and sometimes from government,
their conduct is regulated closely. Key regulatory bodies that Sarah will have to engage with include:
1. Charity Commission for England and Wales:
As the primary regulator for charities in England and Wales, the Charity Commission oversees the registration and regulation of
charities. Sarah's organization must meet the legal definition of a charity and apply for registration if its income is over £5,000 per
year.
The Commission ensures compliance with the Charities Act, offering guidance on charity governance, financial management, and
reporting.
2. HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC):
Charities can apply to HMRC for recognition as a charity for tax purposes. This status allows for tax reliefs and exemptions,
including Gift Aid on donations.
HMRC ensures compliance with tax obligations and scrutinizes the use of charity funds.
3. Data Protection:
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018, any charity handling personal data must
ensure its protection and comply with data privacy laws.
4. Health and Safety Executive (HSE):



The HSE provides guidelines for workplace safety, which are important if the charity has employees or volunteers.
In conclusion there are many regulations and bodies that Sarah should be aware of when setting up her charity.
Sarah should consider seeking legal advice or consulting with charity advisory services to ensure full compliance with all relevant
laws and regulations. Additionally, staying informed about changes in charity law and animal welfare legislation would be beneficial to
the smooth operation of her charity.
Tutor Notes
- With case study questions you're not expected to know anything about the specific topic, in this case Animal Charities. If it
happens to be something you know about, you can bring in some of your own knowledge, but this isn't a requirement to get a good
score. You're not expected to know, for example about the Animal Welfare Act 2006, but if you happen to do so, it could be a nice
little thing to add in. Just don't focus your essay on it. However you can make some sensible guesses on what Sarah will be doing,
for example I talked about removing stray animals from the street.
- Charities comes up in LO 4.4 p.232
Bottom of Form
Top of Form

NEW QUESTION # 29 
Explain the main differences between the Public Sector and the Private Sector (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
Bottom of Form
Top of Form
- This is an open question. You could really talk about anything. Here's some ideas of content:

Example Essay
The public and private sectors, while both essential to a nation's economy, operate under different paradigms, primarily due to their
distinct drivers, stakeholders, regulations, procurement aims, and supplier relationships.
Drivers
The most fundamental difference lies in their drivers. Private sector organizations are primarily profit-driven; their existence hinges on
their ability to generate profits. This profit influences their strategies, operations, and overall objectives. Conversely, public sector
organizations are not driven by profit. Funded by taxpayer money, their primary objective is to deliver services effectively and
efficiently to the public. Their success is measured not in financial terms, but in how well they meet the service levels required by the
citizens who finance them through taxes.
Stakeholders
The range and influence of stakeholders in the two sectors also differ markedly. In the public sector, the stakeholder base is much
broader, encompassing every member of society who interacts with or benefits from public services like healthcare, policing, and
road maintenance. However, these stakeholders typically have less power to influence policy or practices. In contrast, stakeholders
in the private sector, such as shareholders and customers, often have a more significant influence on company policies and practices.
The private sector's narrower stakeholder base allows for more direct impact and influence from these groups.
Regulations
Regulations in the public sector are generally more stringent than in the private sector. Public sector entities, governed by regulations
like PCR 2015, must demonstrate sound procurement practices and are accountable to society at large. This contrasts with the
private sector, where companies have more latitude in choosing suppliers and are not obliged to justify their decisions publicly. The
private sector faces fewer regulatory constraints, allowing for more flexibility in business decisions.
Procurement Aims
Procurement in the public sector is guided by the principles of efficiency, economy, and effectiveness, often summarized as the '3 Es'.



The focus is on achieving value for money, considering both quality and price. In contrast, private sector procurement is more
diverse in its aims, reflecting the organization's specific goals, which could range from profit maximization to innovation or
sustainability. The private sector's procurement decisions are more closely aligned with the organization's unique values and
objectives.
Supplier Relationships
Finally, the nature of supplier relationships differs significantly between the two sectors. The public sector is mandated to maintain a
certain distance from its suppliers, ensuring equal treatment and open competition, as dictated by regulations like the PCR. This
contrasts with the private sector, where companies are free to develop closer, more strategic relationships with preferred suppliers.
The private sector can engage in practices like partnerships and Early Supplier Involvement, which are typically not permissible in the
public sector due to the need for impartiality and fairness.
In summary, while both sectors aim to deliver services or products effectively, the public sector's focus on service delivery for the
public good, stringent regulations, broad stakeholder base, and specific procurement principles, sets it apart from the private sector's
profit-driven, flexible, and more narrowly focused approach.
Tutor Notes
- At Level 4 the questions are usually explain or describe, so don't worry too much about doing an in depth
'compare and contrast' style of answer. They don't expect that level of detail here. Simply saying Public Sector does X and Private
Sector does Y is all you need.
- I have mentioned PCR 2015 - if you're taking this exam in 2025 you may need to update this reference with the new regulations.
- LO 4.3 p.220 / p. 226

NEW QUESTION # 30 
Explain FIVE differences between capital expenditure and operational expenditure categories of spend for an organisation.
(25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
When discussing capital expenditure (CapEx) and operational expenditure (OpEx) in the context of procurement and supply, it is
essential to understand how they impact an organization's financial planning, decision-making, and procurement strategy. Below are
five key differences between CapEx and OpEx:
1. Definition and Nature of Spend
* Capital Expenditure (CapEx): Refers to investments made by a company to acquire, upgrade, or maintain physical assets such as
property, machinery, or equipment. These are typically large, one-time purchases that provide long-term benefits.
* Operational Expenditure (OpEx): Involves day-to-day expenses required to run the business, such as salaries, rent, utilities, and
consumables. These costs are necessary for ongoing operations.
2. Accounting Treatment
* CapEx: Considered a long-term investment, it is capitalized and recorded as an asset on the balance sheet. Depreciation or
amortization is applied over the useful life of the asset.
* OpEx: Fully expensed in the profit and loss statement in the accounting period in which it is incurred.
It directly impacts the organization's profitability in the short term.
3. Budgeting and Approval Process
* CapEx: Requires substantial financial planning, detailed justification, and approval from senior management due to its high-cost
implications. It often involves long-term financial commitment.
* OpEx: Generally included in the organization's operating budget and does not require extensive approval processes, as it consists
of routine expenses necessary for daily business functions.
4. Impact on Cash Flow and Financial Planning
* CapEx: Affects cash flow significantly as it requires large upfront payments. Organizations often finance CapEx through loans,
leasing, or long-term financial strategies.
* OpEx: Represents smaller, recurring costs that are easier to manage and predict within the financial year, allowing for more
flexibility in cash flow management.
5. Examples of Procurement and Supply Considerations
* CapEx Examples: Purchasing manufacturing equipment, acquiring new office buildings, upgrading IT infrastructure (e.g., servers,
data centers).
* OpEx Examples: Office supplies, utility bills, employee salaries, maintenance and repair costs, software subscriptions.
Conclusion
Understanding the distinction between capital expenditure and operational expenditure is essential for procurement and supply
professionals to make informed financial decisions, align with corporate strategy, and ensure efficient resource allocation.
Procurement teams must consider factors such as cost-benefit analysis, funding sources, and long-term value when determining the



best approach for an organization's spending strategy.

NEW QUESTION # 31
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