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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q274-Q279):
NEW QUESTION # 274 
A security analyst is investigating a suspicious process on an endpoint managed by Cortex XDR. The process, svchost. exe, is
exhibiting unusual network behavior, attempting connections to known malicious C2 servers. Which key Cortex XDR sensor
element is primarily responsible for detecting and reporting this network activity, and how does it achieve this without requiring a
separate network tap?

A. The WildFire integration, by submitting the suspicious network traffic packets for sandboxing.
B. The Local Analysis engine, by performing static analysis on the svchost.exe binary's PE headers.
C. The Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP) engine, by analyzing process memory for injected shellcode.
D. The Endpoint Sensor's network monitoring module, which hooks into the operating system's network stack (e.g., Winsock
LSP on Windows, kext on macOS) to observe and report network connections at the kernel level.
E. The Data Lake, by correlating log data from firewalls and proxies.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The Endpoint Sensor's network monitoring capabilities are crucial for detecting suspicious network activity. It achieves this by
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integrating deeply with the operating system's network stack, allowing it to observe and report network connections, DNS queries,
and other network-related events directly from the endpoint without needing external network taps. Options A and B relate to other
sensor functionalities (behavioral analysis, static analysis), while D and E refer to cloud-based services and data aggregation, not the
primary sensor element responsible for live network monitoring on the endpoint.

NEW QUESTION # 275 
A Security Operations Center (SOC) analyst is investigating a suspected phishing incident where an employee clicked on a malicious
link. The XSOAR playbook needs to automatically enrich the incident with threat intelligence, isolate the affected endpoint, and
notify relevant stakeholders. Which of the following XSOAR playbook features are essential to achieve this level of automation and
orchestration?

A. Conditional Tasks, Integrations, and Human Interaction Tasks
B. Playbook Permissions, Role-Based Access Control, and Audit Logs
C. Multi-Tenant Management, Server Configuration, and Licensing
D. Layouts, Dashboards, and War Room
E. Incident Fields, Indicators, and Custom Reports

Answer: A

Explanation:
To achieve automated enrichment, endpoint isolation, and notification, the playbook requires conditional tasks to make decisions
based on incident data (e.g., threat intelligence lookup results), integrations to interact with external systems (e.g., SIEM, EDR for
isolation), and potentially human interaction tasks for approvals or manual steps. Layouts, dashboards, and War Room are for
visualization and collaboration but not automation. Incident fields, indicators, and custom reports are data structures and reporting,
not automation mechanisms. Permissions, RBAC, and audit logs are for security and governance. Multi-tenant management, server
configuration, and licensing are administrative aspects.

NEW QUESTION # 276 
Consider a large enterprise using Cortex XDR across its global infrastructure. A complex ransomware attack begins with a user
clicking a malicious link, leading to a drive-by download, then execution of a dropper, privilege escalation, and finally, widespread
file encryption. The SOC team is overwhelmed by the sheer volume of alerts. Which of the following XDR functionalities, intrinsically
linked with Log Stitching, is most critical for reducing alert fatigue and enabling efficient incident response in this scenario?

A. The Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP) engine, which solely focuses on identifying post-compromise activity on
endpoints.
B. The Incident Management view, which leverages Log Stitching to group related alerts and forensic data into a single,
comprehensive incident, providing a prioritized attack storyline and reducing the need to investigate hundreds of individual
alerts.
C. The Native Analytics engine for real-time network traffic anomaly detection, independent of endpoint logs.
D. Automated incident response playbooks that block known malicious hashes at the firewall level.
E. The Vulnerability Management module, which continuously scans for unpatched software across the enterprise.

Answer: B

Explanation:
While all options describe valid XDR functionalities, the Incident Management view, powered by Log Stitching, is paramount for
reducing alert fatigue in a complex ransomware scenario. Instead of hundreds of individual alerts (e.g., 'new process', 'file modified',
'network connection'), Log Stitching aggregates these into a single, prioritized incident. This holistic view provides the complete
attack storyline, enabling analysts to understand the scope and impact quickly without sifting through countless discrete alerts,
significantly improving efficiency and reducing burnout.

NEW QUESTION # 277 
A DevOps team is developing a custom application that utilizes highly unusual but legitimate system calls and network protocols.
When deployed, Cortex XDR sensors on the development machines generate numerous high-severity alerts related to 'Suspicious
API Usage' and 'Unusual Network Traffic'. The security team needs to fine-tune the sensor's detection logic to allow this legitimate
application's behavior while maintaining high fidelity for actual threats. Which of the following Cortex XDR sensor policy adjustments
are most appropriate to address this specific challenge?



A. Utilize Behavior Exceptions within the Behavioral Threat Protection policy to define specific allowed behaviors (e.g.,
specific process, parent process, API calls, network destinations/ports) for the legitimate application, and create Network
Allow Rules for the custom protocols, ensuring these exceptions are granular and target only the legitimate application's unique
actions.
B. Exclusively whitelist the application's executable hash in the 'Known Good Hashes' list.
C. Submit the application's binaries to WildFire for a 'safe' verdict, which will automatically suppress all related alerts.
D. Disable the entire Behavioral Threat Protection (BTP) module and Network Protection module for the development
machines.
E. Create a new profile with a lower severity threshold for all BTP and Network Protection detections, then assign it to the
development machines.

Answer: A

Explanation:
This scenario requires nuanced policy tuning. Simply whitelisting hashes (A) won't address the behavioral alerts. Disabling modules
(B) is a dangerous oversimplification and removes critical protection. Lowering severity thresholds (C) is a blunt instrument that
could mask real threats. Submitting to WildFire (E) is for malware analysis, not for fine-tuning legitimate application behavior. The
most appropriate and granular solution is to use Behavior Exceptions within BTP and Network Allow Rules. Behavior Exceptions
allow you to define specific allowed patterns of behavior for a given process, preventing alerts for its legitimate actions (e.g., specific
API calls it makes that might otherwise be flagged as suspicious). Similarly, Network Allow Rules can be configured for specific
custom protocols or destinations used by the application. This ensures that the legitimate, unusual behavior is allowed without
broadly compromising the security posture or generating excessive false positives, while still detecting true threats.

NEW QUESTION # 278 
A large enterprise uses Cortex XSOAR to manage its threat intelligence. They receive a critical threat intelligence report with 500
new indicators (IPs, domains, hashes) from a trusted commercial feed, but the report also contains 10 known legitimate internal IP
addresses due to an error in the source dat a. The SOC wants to ingest these indicators, ensure immediate blocking of the malicious
ones, but prevent any false positive blocking of the internal IPs. Which of the following XSOAR commands or playbooks, when
executed, demonstrates the most effective way to handle this scenario, ensuring both rapid response and accuracy, and what
XSOAR features are critical for its success?

A. Option A
B. Option C
C. Option D
D. Option B
E. Option E

Answer: C

Explanation:
Option D offers the most robust and automated solution. Using a custom pre-processing script (Mylndicatorpreprocessor) allows
for programmatic filtering of known legitimate internal IPs before they are fully ingested and acted upon by XSOAR's automated
playbooks. This prevents false positives at the source. 'Indicator Whitelisting' is a crucial complementary feature that ensures these
specific internal IPs are never flagged. Option B's 'Indicator Whitelisting' is good, but the import command is generic and doesn't
specify how the 'auto' type handles exclusiom Option A requires significant manual effort. Option C is entirely manual and inefficient.
Option E is geared towards continuous feed processing and might not be suitable for a one-off report with immediate filtering needs,
and 'Automated Indicator Expungement' is for removing stale indicators, not pre-ingestion filtering.

NEW QUESTION # 279
......
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