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IBFCSM Certified Emergency and Disaster Professional Sample Questions
(Q36-Q41):
NEW QUESTION # 36 
What concept refers to the meshing of planning actions within various governmental levels?

A. Modular planning
B. Vertical integration
C. Horizontal integration

Answer: B

Explanation:
The concept ofVertical Integrationrefers to the "meshing" or synchronization of emergency plans and actions across the different
levels of government-from the local level up to the state, and finally to the federal level.
According toFEMA's CPG 101, vertical integration is based on the principle ofTiered Response, which recognizes that all disasters
start locally and only scale up when local resources are exceeded. For this system to work, the local Emergency Operations Plan
(EOP) must be compatible with the State EOP, which must in turn be compatible with the National Response Framework (NRF).
Vertical integration ensures that there is a "Common Operational Focus" regardless of which level of government is providing the
resources. For example, if a local plan uses theIncident Command System (ICS) and specificResource Typing, the state and federal
levels must use those same standards to ensure that their support "meshes" with the local activities. This prevents jurisdictional
conflict and ensures that state and federal assets can be "plugged in" to the local incident structure seamlessly.
In contrast,Horizontal Integration(Option A) refers to the coordination between different agencies or departments at thesamelevel of
government (e.g., the local fire department planning with the local police department).Modular planning(Option C) refers to the
technical ability of a plan to expand or contract based on incident size, but it does not describe the inter-governmental relationship.
For aCEDPprofessional, achieving vertical integration is one of the most difficult but essential tasks of thePreparedness Phase. It
requires constant communication and "co-planning" with higher-level jurisdictions to ensure that when the
"big one" hits, the community is not isolated, but is instead the foundation of a vertically integrated national response system that can
rapidly surge resources to the point of need.

NEW QUESTION # 37 
Enteric infection precautions would prove appropriate for persons with what condition?

A. Norovirus
B. MRSA
C. Pertussis

Answer: A

Explanation:
Norovirusis the condition for whichenteric infection precautions(a specialized form of Contact Precautions) are most appropriate.
Norovirus is a highly contagious virus that causes acute gastroenteritis, characterized by severe vomiting and diarrhea. Because the
virus is spread through the fecal-oral route and can be aerosolized during vomiting incidents, standard contact precautions are often
augmented with "Enteric" protocols. These protocols emphasize rigorous handwashing with soap and water-as alcohol-based hand
sanitizers are often ineffective against the non-enveloped Norovirus-and the use of specific disinfectants, such as bleach-based
solutions (sodium hypochlorite), to clean contaminated surfaces.
According toCDC Infection Control GuidelinesandOSHA's 1910.1030 (Bloodborne Pathogens)guidance on infectious diseases,
enteric precautions involve the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) including gloves and gowns whenever there is contact
with the patient or their environment. In a disaster or mass care environment, such as an emergency shelter, a Norovirus outbreak
can spread with alarming speed due to the virus's low infectious dose (as few as 18 particles can cause illness) and its extreme
environmental stability.
For aCEDPprofessional, managing Norovirus requires a combination of clinical isolation and environmental decontamination.
UnlikePertussis(Option A), which requiresDroplet Precautions, orMRSA(Option B), which typically requiresStandard Contact
Precautions, Norovirus requires the specific "Enteric" focus on fecal/vomit management and non-alcohol-based hygiene. Emergency
managers must be prepared to "cohort" symptomatic patients in shelters and ensure that sanitation teams use EPA-registered
disinfectants with specific claims for Norovirus. By implementing these precautions immediately upon the recognition of symptoms,
disaster professionals can "break the chain of infection" and prevent a localized medical issue from escalating into a facility-wide or
community-wide public health crisis.



NEW QUESTION # 38 
Why do NIMS communication and information standards encourage decision makers to maintain accurate operating pictures during
emergency response efforts?

A. Assure timely communication and accuracy of all media informational releases
B. Help emergency respondent and other personnel avoid duplication of efforts
C. Ensure the consistency of sharing information among senior incident commanders

Answer: B

Explanation:
TheNational Incident Management System (NIMS)emphasizes the importance of aCommon Operating Picture (COP)primarily to
enhance operational efficiency and resource management.4A COP is a continuously updated overview of an incident that is shared
across different agencies and jurisdictions. By maintaining an accurate operating picture, all decision-makers and field personnel are
looking at the same data regarding resource locations, incident boundaries, and hazard zones.5This shared situational awareness is
the most effective tool tohelp emergency responders and other personnel avoid the duplication of efforts.
When multiple agencies (fire, police, EMS, and public works) respond to a large-scale disaster, there is a high risk of "independent
action" or "freelancing," where different teams perform the same task (e.g., searching the same building twice) while other critical
needs go unmet.6NIMS communication standards mandate that information flow through a disciplined structure so that the Incident
Command can de-conflict activities.
While consistency among senior commanders (Option A) and accurate media releases (Option C) are important secondary benefits
of a COP, they are not the primary operational driver.
The core objective is "unity of effort." According toFEMA's NIMS Doctrine, effective information management allows the Incident
Commander to maximize the impact of limited resources. For aCEDPprofessional, establishing a COP involves the integration of
GIS mapping, status boards, and interoperable radio systems. When every responder knows what has been done and what is
currently being addressed, the safety of the personnel increases because the risk of "friendly fire" or logistical bottlenecks is
significantly reduced. This systematic approach ensures that the response is lean, fast, and coordinated, directly reflecting the NIMS
principle of "Management by Objectives."

NEW QUESTION # 39 
What should be the focus of a continuity of operations plan?

A. Guiding organizations on how to perform essential functions
B. Leaders prioritize decisions related to maintaining operations
C. Ensuring appropriate decision considers risks and costs

Answer: A

Explanation:
The primary and absolute focus of aContinuity of Operations Plan (COOP)is to provide a roadmap forguiding organizations on how
to perform their essential functionsduring and after a disruption.5While a standard Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) focuses on the
"external" response to a hazard, a COOP focuses on the
"internal" resilience of the organization itself. According toFederal Continuity Directive 1 (FCD 1), the goal of COOP is to ensure
that National Essential Functions (NEFs) and Primary Mission Essential Functions (PMEFs) continue without interruption.
An effective COOP plan identifies the organization'sEssential Functions-those activities that cannot be stopped for more than 12
hours without a significant impact on the mission.6The plan then details the resources required to support those functions,
categorized as the "Four Pillars" of COOP:
* Personnel:Identifying the Emergency Relocation Group (ERG) members who are vital to the mission.
* Facilities:Designating alternate operating sites if the primary building is unreachable.
* Communications:Ensuring redundant systems are available to support remote work.
* Vital Records:Protecting the data and legal documents required to restart operations.
For theCEDPprofessional, COOP is the essence ofBusiness Continuity. It ensures that even if the "nerve center" of an organization is
destroyed by a flood, fire, or cyber-attack, the organization can continue to serve the public. Options B and C are management
tasks that support COOP, but they are not the "focus" of the plan itself. The focus is operational; it is a "How-To" manual for
maintaining the organization's structural integrity. By prioritizing essential functions, a COOP ensures that the community does not
suffer from a secondary "Service Disaster" (such as a loss of 911 dispatch or payroll) while the primary physical disaster is being
managed.

NEW QUESTION # 40 



What transportation hazard class placard indicates flammable liquids?

A. Class 4
B. Class 3
C. Class 2

Answer: B

Explanation:
Under theDepartment of Transportation (DOT)hazardous materials regulations (49 CFR Part 172),Flammable Liquidsare
designated asClass 3. A flammable liquid is defined as any liquid having a flash point of not more than 60°C (140°F), or any material
in a liquid phase with a flash point at or above 37.8°C (100°F) that is intentionally heated and offered for transportation at or above
its flash point in a bulk package. The Class 3 placard is identifiable by itsRed backgroundwith a white flame symbol at the top and
the number "3" at the bottom.
The other classes mentioned are:
* Class 2 (Option A):Refers toGases, which are subdivided into 2.1 (Flammable Gas), 2.2 (Non- flammable Gas), and 2.3
(Poisonous Gas).
* Class 4 (Option C):Refers toFlammable Solids, including spontaneously combustible materials and dangerous-when-wet materials.
For aCertified Emergency and Disaster Professional (CEDP), the DOT Class 3 placard is a "High-Priority" indicator during a
transportation accident. Whether on a tanker truck, a railcar, or a shipping container, the
"Red 3" placard signals an immediate risk of fire and potential explosion (BLEVE) if the container is exposed to heat. Responders
use theEmergency Response Guidebook (ERG), specificallyGuide 128, to determine the initial isolation distance (typically 150 feet)
and the appropriate firefighting foam for a Class 3 spill. This standardized classification system is the foundation of global hazardous
materials transportation safety, ensuring that the "hazard communication" is clear and consistent across all modes of transport.1
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