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Medical Tests American Academy of Professional Coders: Certified
Professional Coder 58 AAPC-CPC A B[R (Q93-Q98):

P #93

A 72 -year-old patient is admitted due to atrial fibrillation. A comprehensive electrophysiology study is completed with fluoroscopic
guidance, followed by a cardiac catheter ablation during the same procedure. The procedure took 22 minutes, and the patient was
moderately sedated. Which CPT codes should the cardiologist report?

A. 93656, 77001, 99152, 99153

B. 93650, 93619-26-59, 99152

C. 93650, 93619-26-59, 77001, 99152, 99153
D. 93656, 99152

Ef#E: D
R -

It is common practice to perform both an electrophysiology (EP) study and a cardiac ablation procedure in the same session. These
procedures have been bundled in the CPC manual, and the coding of such is dependent on the type of arrhythmia being treated. The
EP study and cardiac ablation are not to be reported separately. In this scenario, the patient has atrial fibrillation, which is reported
with CPT 93656. When fluoroscopy is used for guidance rather than for diagnostic imaging, it is usually not reported separately from
the primary procedure. Moderate sedation can be reported when used, and selection is based on time. CPT 99152 and 99153 are
counted in 15-mmute ntervals. IvVhen the procedure does not fall on a 15-mmnute interval, it must at least meet the halfvay pomnt of
the time stated to be reported.

HM #94
A physician performs a simple repair on a Medicare patient who comes in with a 2.7 cm cut, an open wound, on the neck. The

repair is made with Dermabond. Which CPT code(s) should be reported?

e A 99213-25, G0168
e B.O

e C.G0168

e D. 12002, GO168

IEfE: C

fiR .-

When a wound is repaired with a tissue adhesive, Medicare accepts only the HCPC code G0168. Answers B and C accurately
reflect the repair code for a commercial carrier. An E/M would not be added as an additional charge because the patient's encounter
was only for the repair, thus eliminating answer D.

HH #95
CPT code 99135 is an example of a qualifying circumstance.

o A. False
e B. True

IEfE: B

A -

The statement is true. When it comes to reporting anesthesia services, qualifying circumstances are factors that put a patient at an
unusually high health risk. A qualifring circunstance is reported with CPT codes 99100-99140, which are listed separately, in
addition to the primary anesthesia code. If reporting one of these add-on codes, documentation must be submitted to support the
necessity of such services.
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HH #96

Code the following procedure note:

A selective catheter is placed into the thoracic aorta, where it is then manipulated into the left coronary artery and followed through
into the right common carotid artery. Contrast injections are made, and digital imaging is performed. Upon completion, the catheter
is removed, pressure is applied at the puncture site, and the patient is discharged.

e AO
* B. 36200, 36215, 36216-59
e (.36215,36216-59

e D.1
EfE: C
A -

The left coronary artery and the right common carotid artery would each be considered their own vascular family. Therefore, when
the starting point of selective catheterization is the aorta, the left coronary artery would be considered first order (36215) in the
vascular family and the right common carotid artery would be considered the second order (36216). Modifier 59 is appended to
indicate that a different vascular family was examined in one session. Contrast materials and catheterization into the aorta are
inclusive to the nvo procedures and are not to be separately coded.

HE #97
When it comes to documentation, which of the following is NOT an example of a moderate level of service?

e A. A physician changes the fiequency of chemotherapy

¢ B. Anew patient presents with lymphoma while undergoing treatment for melanoma
¢ (. A physician reviews the most recent X-Ray

¢ D. A nurse practitioner reviews CBC, CMP, and tumor markers

Ef#: C
L2

Ifa physician were to only review the most recent X-ray, the physician is only meeting one of the nvo categories in the amount
and/or complexity of data reviewed and analyzed. Meeting only one ofthe categories contributes to a low level of medical decision-
making, On the other hand, altering a drug management program, reviewing several unique tests, and/or addressing an exacerbation
of'a chronic illness, all contribute to a moderate level of medical decision-making,

HR #98
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